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"The perfect weed': An old botanical nemesis
refuses to be rounded up

By Tom Charlier
Posted August 9, 2009 at midnight
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\_‘5" - HUGHES, Ark. -- At the seasoned age of
‘%}‘ 54, Willie Cutler figured he'd never be
T doing this again -- swinging a hoe to cut
‘\ weeds in a field of waist-high cotton.

. But one recent morning, as the sun crept
20d yineles the tradeopamAdiagegURoes and

dragonflies hovered in the sticky air,
lopRrEhBNRES, RatiRvadesseme GrRH00
b, IBBBIARY BRGPmgeB@8IP jasiex He'd
NesSEGo e YROANRRS eschave some
bstation, with the counties bordering the
ver/Bardegdiito do something to get some

money," said Cutler, a Hughes native
eldpndyaisbtannes hitelanshid seme cases
P- equipment.

» - »
Reminiscent of the premechanized, preherbigifgsiiig wheshcaliaonasasdlaRefition
intensive.operafion. growers have resqrted tadingg hapeiagscorwe BRaiastage
upioflaborersewhongeneyally areopaid about E65haj Aoty MMEY £t the yes#s.
in fields outside of Hughes, Ark., using hoes to get rid of . )
the weeds. Burgess had been working since 6 a.m. with ~ OF reasons that have nothing to do with
dWeshavenit:chopped:-cottonsiraniengitime, sqdstalisd MR dliskythmig keadViRAshe
Hito Taris I/ CHFendet S MissisSiopi countiges of technology.
Roundup.
Beyond the noveity of requiring manuai iabor, the resistance problem will force
growers to make wrenching and costly changes if they want to stay in business in the
aricitire expiditsasags the Mid-South, hundreds of thousands of
acres of cotton and soybean fields have been infested
idelyviibeairaprsitivs ifegieghBinwitresdriieal s M evidioe
to crepsstant tavthg.main herbicide on which farmers have
relied for more than a decade.

It's, saprevalent.that cotton, soybeans and other plants have been genetically
engihE&ted s withstand it, allBaiimgfapigwesth sfiesychkechamiek sk Ay dakily
to RYIF LSS WA Bei Svorryinghatmolst &enirgyssropeing and even thriving despite

with a chopping crew in fields i .
outside Hughes, Ark., using treatments with the chemical glyphosate -- most
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"| think this threatens our way of farming more than anything I've seen in the 30-plus VIICO Faraaiso

years I've worked in agriculture,” said Ken Smith, weed scientist with the University of Says You! 1:30 p.m.
Arkansas' division of agriculture. gurc]kmlan Arts Center at St. Mary's
choo
In fact, some officials draw parallels between the pigweed resistance problem and the The "World Famous" Lipizzaner 2 p.m.
effects of the boll weevil infestation of cotton fields in the early 20th century. Stallions
FedExForum
What makes the weed such a formidable threat is its rapid growth rate -- more than Mad Hatter's Tea Party 2 p.m.

an inch per day -- and the proliferation that results from a single plant producing Memphis Botanic Garden

50,000-100,000 seeds.

Rising up to 10 feet tall, with stalks as thick as baseball bats, the plant also can wreck
any mechanical cotton-pickers sent into heavily infested fields. Since it outcompetes
cotton for water and other resources, infestation easily can cut yields by 300 pounds
per acre.

"If you wanted to draw up the perfect weed, this is it," said Larry Steckel, extension

o T ) ) Business Director
weed specialist with the University of Tennessee Extension Service. y

Search Browse
Officials with Monsanto Co., maker of Roundup, acknowledge the resistance
problem. They say it resulted from over-reliance on that one product since it became
the herbicide of choice in the 1990s. The resistance has intensified as weed strains

that survive the spraying reproduce. Location: e.g. Memphis, TN
Memphis, TN

Business: e.g. salon

"As you continue to use just that one single herbicide, you wind up selecting weeds
that are a bit more tolerant. And as you do that year after year, you increase those
populations until you have the resistance problem we've got," said Rick Cole, a
Monsanto technology development manager specializing on weed resistance.
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jired as many as 40 tg 60 of the laborers. But even during a recession in which jobs
hRAonsgnto Ra¢ %eer] advising fafmers t?_ a}jd% OtRer chhemlc%l%, esrﬁ)eaa"l\y pre- ) Auto Dealers Auto Repair

ave been scarce, it hasn't n easy.finding eno! workers, they say. . . Book Carpet Cl
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ild Care Coffee Shops
to their weed-fighting regimens. o ) Dentists Doctors
"We're paying comfortably above the minimum wage, and still we have problems Florists Furniture
tting people,” said Larry McClendon, a Marianna, Ark., farmer. Golf C G

RoRSd e Hss e egun a tesl program that pays'farmiérs up fo $12 an acre to treat sz leL; rnsfs HZ':;ISS

crops with other chemicals, including those made by competitors, Cole said. Insurance Jewelry
He and others say the best workers often are the older residents who chopped cotton

Lawn Services Locksmiths
in. their youth. . . Movers Pizza
S0 elyané rmany growers say if Roundup was overused it was because the

Plumbing Realtors
chemical was so easy to apply and so widely effective. ) Remodeling Restaurants
You can tell the old hands -- they can go out there and work eight to 10 hours and Storage Veterinarians
never miss a beat," McClendon said, N - L
r}Soun upwasa \/lchﬂm oﬁts own success," Steckel said. "It was the perfect herbicide

Powered by Local.com Full Directory »

-- it controlled regardless of timing, with no crop injury." ) )
Chopping cotton in a field outside Hughes, 40-year-old Arthur Powell said the work is

8 RS RS B YIS R e Sl dG AL by W S S ince
dls%?reeg. .

probtem began this year.

" t%’o'tt g 'Sr%u?%%%l&’ fgé%%%rl]gsstsy%%lﬁg gvcl)tr%es \f\llgl%té, and this year it blew up into

many fields," Steckel said. )

The crew of which the Powells are a part works from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. to avoid the

AL SRS e Eo BB 50 ALkt ARESLBISARAIS BE LA FOPAE Ach as

ro
%gﬂgsgcferhrf)?é%%%ta Ec?cfr:] 'SSH"‘('%Y% ricg{%aeiﬁ's tractors, combines and pickers that
can cost $300,000 or more. )
"We do what we can," Arthur Powell said.
This year one of the hottest items in the store has been the $25 garden hoe.
As they turn to manual labor for this year's crop, farmers are wondering whether new

VIR SHFSER SUERIN 2006 RN EPTREIA Y24 clerk Don Arnold.

PR oIS A Bl By G G R P FaRRE BP A SEICRS AU SR e
weeds for any extended period of time.
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"Mother Nature's going to win," said Wiener, the grower who farms in Crittenden and
Mississippi counties. "There's going to be another (weed) down the road."

-- Tom Charlier: 529-2572
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August9, 2009  Turquoise writes:

4:52 a.m.
"We're paying comfortably above the minimum wage, and still we have problems

getting people,” said Larry McClendon, a Marianna, Ark.', farmer."
"They're made up of laborers who generally are paid about $7.50 an hour to
manually cut the weeds."

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

The federal minimum wage became $7.25 per hour effective July 24, 2009. That
“"comfortably above minimum wage"....adds up to a whopping $2 a day/$10 a

week. )
August 9, 2009 usesomesence writes:

8:38a.m.  Wow...things never change do they?
in response to Turquoise:

S%%%SS‘J&”}%@ nickacwere payii@samfortably above the minimum wage, and still we have

6:51 a.m. problems getting people,” said Larry McClendon, a Marianna, Ark.',
Reply to this post in respgnse,to Turquoise:
Suggest removal her YRS ENREIBRAPED WROEERRIRINAFERRR 2ARSHI 8 Alve

PrRIBIETEYAY peblIe, WesHS: arry McClendon, a Marianna, Ark.',
B Rl deral minimum wage became $7.25 per hour effective July 24,

2008/ TIPS HRALBH B & R ARRAAIDAGLe PAHAPGH S %50 an
RAdpiRmgREs gt AReER.

Mg%ﬁ%gﬂ@g&rgh\gﬁgg Bgctﬂggp_,$7.25 per hour effective July 24,

2009. That "comfortably above minimum wage"....adds up to a

whopping $2 a day/$10 a week.
we are paying $8.50 per hour, come on up and get you some of it. You would not
last 2 hdyaw...things never change do they?

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009 Thare s ywwasbpsomeone is paid minimum wage- they are unskilled labor.
8:55 a.m. Mi_nimum wage is set by_IaW so stop acting like farmers are committing a crime
by DESFRP SR L0a L& N SFket economy. If workers want and deserve more, they
Suggest removal - are freeAg, 60,04 ARA EBFhibrtanly above the minimum wage, and still we have
problems getting people,” said Larry McClendon, a Marianna, Ark.',

Repl LR  vwbudaweites:

7:49 a.m. ) "They're made up of laborers who generally are paid about $7.50 an
in respANEEA ARG TSt the weeds.”
Suggestremovel TheTRe IR ALAGARAMBRMEIHE BRI DL By AGE: BIRLATR YORKYE
! 5558: MIRIMEBMISASHES SBORY IMhARGPRAGHRS il essare
Reply to this post SBPRINE%3 SiAE/BY PAYG. It's a free market economy. If workers

want and deserve more, they are free to go out and find it
Wow...things never change do they?

Well said!
It is probably you and your friends that complain prices are too high.......
What an idiot. Go take a class on economics!

August 9, 2000 Lucky writes:
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9:02 a.m.
Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
9:18 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
9:50 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
11:05 a.m.

Suggest removal
Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
11:06 a.m.

Suggest removal
August 9, 2009
Reply wethis post

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
12:27 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
3:04 p.m.

SUdeRR MR

11:44 a.m.
Reply to this post
Suggest removal

Reply to this post
August 9, 2009

3:56 p.m.

Suaaest removal

in response to nickadams:

There is a reason someone is paid minimum wage- they are unskilled
labor. Minimum wage is set by law so stop acting like farmers are
committing a crime by paying it. It's a free market economy. If workers
want and deserve more, they are free to go out and find it

Well put Nick. If more folks would just figure that out maybe we wouldn't be on
the verge of losing our free market economy in favor of marxism.

tonyjack writes:

$7.50, $8.50 per hour...| remember when all you got for picking cotton was $3.00
per hundred Ibs.

back in the early '60's. But, it was either that or nothing. The reason why
employers can't get workers is because able bodied people can just sit on the
couch, get food stamps, subsidized housing, etc., and listen to Obama talk about
spreading the wealth around. All this started with LBJ and his "great society" and
the country has been in debt ever since.

sidney4800#641884 writes:
in response to tonyjack:

$7.50, $8.50 per hour...| remember when all you got for picking cotton
was $3.00 per hundred Ibs.

back in the early '60's. But, it was either that or nothing. The reason
why employers can't get workers is because able bodied people can
just sit on the couch, get food stamps, subsidized housing, etc., and
listen to Obama talk about spreading the wealth around. All this started
with LBJ and his "great society” and the country has been in debt ever
since.

People who fill the way you do should get their family members to cut the weeds.
Pay them minimum wage and keep the money in the family. Problem solved!!!

woodendoor writes:

...and here | thought this story was about liberalizing / decriminalizing pot. Boy

Woat artiseapeineMat are hiring workers are family farms where everyone is
out there doing some sort of labor.

I am only 23 and | have spent summers chopping weeds for various reasons,
and | didn't get paid 7.50, 8.50 whatever an hour because it was a family farm.
M%mﬁﬁ?@m@ﬁ%@m%ﬂ%@e unemployment agencies and
round up some of the folks getting their checks and put them in the fields. They
hdle gsipoRRatiagtHae pedple afe tdH azy or feel they are "above" doing.

People who fill the way you do should get their family members to cut
Capnzhe @esddteSy them minimum wage and keep the money in the family.
. Problem solved!!!
in response to woodendoor:

...and here | thought this Sm{}( was about liberalizing / decriminalizing
"People who fill th?qweg/ 7ou do should get their family members to cut the
BOL BO@’W at ; |Sapp0|ntment. . .

weeds. Pay them minimum wage and keep the money in the family. Problem
solved!!!"

| became especialeto us when they said they had found the "perfect weed"
There's no doubt that éveryone in the affected farmers' families are working as

hard as they can, but the fact is that this weed problem is overwhelming and

AR YGRS 8 5reed additional affordable labor.

Hsé RitUEROW ARt R weed kg vy Pieihceerpegrgaveeseakis,
sy, iRistyithbatdaaresd jesdtamasdiaeriby Boowes, obPilkaibhmistanditiaey
fanseis fohatheny an increasingly difficult battle to stay in business and prevent
America from relying on foreign countries for its food supply the way America
already relies on foreign oil. When American farmers go out of business, your
W@Qmwcwmlégﬁ_ymcket. Farming is a pretty thankless job, and our
farmers are really underappreciated.

| chop pigweed almost every day in our research plots, and wouldn't do it for
ﬁgghrpﬁygp Wh@goo am you get soaked by the dew. Mature pigweeds
are the size of baseball bats and one ‘cut' with a hoe won't take one out. We're
nahtedisipgreeont chioppig siall M@éeds in small cotton. I'm a staunch right-

winger, but don't begrudge anyone not taking thiS{ob_--anyqne who believes
R Peor?le mo l{l the wa%gpu do should get their family members to cut
dlfferenttlr)]/ should'tr metime!
e

it SOl
weeds. %ay them minimum wage and keep the money in the family.

Problem solved!!!
Lucky writes:

in response to Snarky_Spice:

famt ikt simrd Ak Haak thin haandl il mivia A Annhasia faaline aidan
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Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
5:15 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
5:44 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
7:07 p.m.

Suggest removal
Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
7:56 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post
August 9, 2009
11:43 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

August 9, 2009
8:04 p.m.
August 10, 2009
3:42 p.m.
Suggest removal

Suggest removal
Reply to this post

Reply to this post

August 11, 2009
5:43 a.m.

Suggest removal
Reply to this post
August 9, 2009
8:40 p.m.
August 11, 2009
1:26 p.m.
Suggest removal

Suggest removal
Reply to this post

Reply to this post

JUSL PUL LIS WUIU UUL UIGL UIIS WESU Wil YIVE @ SUPHIUIIL ISTHTY WIHET
smoked,, your fiels will be cleared for free,, either by stoners,, or Bill
Gibbons and Larry Godwin (photo op)

Now that's thinking outside the box. Great idea! | read it the other day and I'm
beginning to believe in it ... missmya for mayor.

Pied_Piper writes:
in response to Maggiesmaster:

| chop pigweed almost every day in our research plots, and wouldn't do
it for $8.50/hr: If you start at 6:00 am you get soaked by the dew.
Mature pigweeds are the size of baseball bats and one ‘cut’ with a hoe
won't take one out. We're not talking about chopping small weeds in
small cotton. I'm a staunch right-winger, but don't begrudge anyone not
taking this job--anyone who believes differently should try it sometime!

| have done it. | usually used a Joe-blade on the bigger stuff, but if you are
unemployed and living off the taxpayers backs, it is a job, and one you can be
proud of.

Snarky_Spice writes:
in response to Lucky:

Now that's thinking outside the box. Great idea! | read it the other day
and I'm beginning to believe in it ... missmya for mayor.

i no longer want the job,, the office isnt nearly as nice as i had hoped,, and they
are gettin rid of the escalade (how else am i supposed to get to the plush)

COMNSENSE writes:

THE perfect weed will always be POT.MAKE IT LEGAL and let anyone in jail for
it,OUT.For their freedom and 7.50 hr., I'm sure they would gladly chop the
weeds.ALSO.... every thing adapts over time STOP USING PESTICIDES.

BEMY R BHiIHER Decause they have chemicals. Check the back label of any
holHsr%ggé%&lee%ng]ﬁalrtgynlgggeer: the sink and in many cases the chemicals in
them are more harsh.

By the vayp, ioheeryeartrytte jaib wiedsfiioe isse tERBESIDEe as i had hoped,,

and they are gettin rid of the escalade (how else am i supposed to get

atlas#9 3PP rites:

| wouldn't do that work for $15 an hour. $20 -- maybe. If the farmers can't pay a
TRl BRI, OHARE XPHGLIGRE R e RRSS NI HoF MUNRA 2R Y ver the
fiafy sl.dﬁleesr'e is no longer a subservient class who'll kiss your arse and say
HHASGRBY, A 1% H5VRYS List UHeasPyi bR RIS AR BB Whteon
Bﬂaé‘% gfe@rlgg'day. Ha! Whiny little babies sitting in your air conditioned offices
worn out by having to lift a pencil. Go chop your own cotton, junior.
Pied_Piper writes:

fSHRedpUHER &S OMnSENSE:

Well, atfeqstyupsiuoaias NAMOVRERPIR 00 TViAREE T Cloire akiheleasky one

opportuitiag ity deEbwaritarsweakinHiesatier iowRak thay wbald

listen cajpfyydrdperiearkensnd do thed ey iadapts over time STOP
USING PESTICIDES.

SOPSHE BRSS!
R0 AP il ARROBe5s AR 3 BIRIRRLVE R SEONERH IR WY SO Wikt

nickadams writes:
diH TabHdkESto COMNSENSE:

| could be-erpegrebtiWdaintilnarwy £ hereOptian KETE Fed AYliaiaust wagsnier
farmersin j&8l figrmneye Tarolegrlly ReydBHCANESE Hoakr MIMHTYUE WagL\WBaltP
those bashing éhefarBavectinkiagain.. ey anmpaiRgWhel ey sToRIord
and 2) thsaom W draspesnpetitive enough to get the help they desire.

Its a free market... | agree with other posters that the wage is still below what |
would want to be out there chopping, so I'm not out there! There are those out

thava ~a Hhmis mmrint Hhinl tha ma i; ot laant ramcanahla  ar alea thao smnld nad
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be out there either.

August 12,2009  ttstooge writes:

11:51 a.m.
| applaud all of them who are doing it.

| did it when | was a teenager... 50 cents a row - not $7.50 an hour... and those
were some pretty long rows. | think | worked out once that | was making about
$3 an hour...

My dad and his parents drove to Yuma, AZ when he was young to do this so
they could survive.

I hear all this talk about how 'terrible’ it is that some people are actually trying to
work. How ridiculous.

Let the economy tank again (and even worse next time around) and I'd be first in
line to grab a hoe and chop a double row...

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

Ir1285 writes:

August 12, 2009
5:29 p.m.
In response to "atlas” comment:

"There is no longer a subservient class who'll kiss your arse and say "Thank you,
Massa." I'd love to see one of you jokers out there chopping cotton on a 95
degree day. Ha! Whiny little babies sitting in your air conditioned offices worn out
by having to lift a pencil. Go chop your own cotton, junior."

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

| hate to tell you that chopping pigweed is not discriminatory. | am part of a
farming family that has my "arse" & my wife's "arse" & my kids "arses" all out
there chopping cotton right beside whoever we can scrape up & pay good
money to do such a tough job. All while | get paid nothing until we harvest the
crop. And to believe for a second that any of us our sitting in our air conditioned
offices is completely absurd. The only air condition | find in my “office" is the
breeze that blows through while I'm stuck under a piece of equipment with a hot
welder making repairs. You guys don't have a clue what we farmers do in a day.
Or how much it costs to put in a crop. Or what kind a risks we take putting every
penny into a crop not knowing how it will turn out. Whiny, little babies, aye? You
come follow me for a day (my typical "office” hours are from 5 am to 10 pm) and
see who's whining by the end of the day. Bet it won't be me!

August 14, 2009 bleedingblue writes:

5:31 p.m.
| have worked on the family farm for years and years for free. I'm grown and

have my own to worry about and still go work for free for my parents. They can't
afford to pay for a hand to help drive the tractor/combine and help around the
Reply to this posHot ParNsistrshase beople filie sidney480A,3ad atlasgp- Athink he dasers
Find stwehd thetoune meetDigrow enough $466) 10G0eth tnegasei uasdemdbiel Hese.
VWS SERITE VB 46 While and see how ﬁé‘fhg\é‘; e@l@r?ée it pigweed for a
snack. There are so many ungrateful people I|V|ng in this country that have not a
clue how they are able to stay alive is due to somebody else's hard work.

| have never met a farmer who did not work side by side with his hands.

I just really like these guys complaining about farmers with a full mouth and with
clothes on their back.

Suggest removal
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