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Syngenta Media Releases:
Syngenta Licenses Chromatin Gene Stacking Technology
for Sugar cane
Research Triangle Park, NC, USA, June 26, 2009
Syngenta Biotechnology, Inc. announced today that it has entered into an exclusive
worldwide research and commercial license agreement for Chromatin’s proprietary gene
stacking technology in sugar cane.
Chromatin has developed a novel approach to gene stacking, using the plant’s own DNA to
deliver several genes. Under this agreement, Syngenta has obtained exclusive rights to
use Chromatin’s stacking technology for trait genes in all members of the genus
Saccharum which includes commercial sugar cane varieties as well as energy cane, and
crosses between Saccharum and other plant species. Syngenta obtained non-exclusive
rights for use of this stacking technology in corn and soybean in 2007.
Sugar cane is among the top crops grown today for use in sugar production and biofuels.
Syngenta offers a broad range of crop protection products for sugar cane growers and is
developing a novel planting technology planned for launch in 2010 under the brand name
Plene™ that will help reduce production costs. New trait combinations in sugar cane could
offer growers additional improvements in production efficiency and yield increases.
“Sugar cane growers and processors will benefit economically and environmentally from
access to a combination of advanced traits that this technology could make,” said Ian
Jepson, Global R&D sugar cane crop lead. “This new stacking technology, combined with
the advanced plant varieties, crop protection choices, and our revolutionary new Plene
technology will ensure our customers will have the best solutions in sugar cane and will
give us a leading position especially in the large Brazilian market.”
“Chromatin is pleased to continue our work with Syngenta,” said Daphne Preuss,
Chromatin’s chief executive officer and president. “The broad Syngenta pipeline and crop
production programs make them an ideal partner for us in applying Chromatin’s gene
stacking technology in sugar cane worldwide.”
Further terms of the deal were not disclosed.
PDF version

Syngenta is one of the world's leading companies with more than 24,000 employees in
over 90 countries dedicated to our purpose: Bringing plant potential to life. Through worldclass science, global reach and commitment to our customers we help to increase crop
productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. For more
information about us please go to www.syngenta.com.

Plene™ is a trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.
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Syngenta Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements
This document contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology
such as 'expect', 'would', 'will', 'potential', 'plans', 'prospects', 'estimated', 'aiming', 'on track'
and similar expressions. Such statements may be subject to risks and uncertainties that
could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. We refer you to
Syngenta's publicly available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for
information about these and other risks and uncertainties. Syngenta assumes no obligation
to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or
other factors. This document does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to
sell or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to purchase or subscribe for any ordinary
shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form the basis of, or be relied on in
connection with, any contract therefore.
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