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USDA announces meetings on
GE regulation revision

More foodborne illnesses on horizon, says risk
expert
Food safety takes centre stage

By Caroline Scott-Thomas, 11-Mar-2009
Related topics: Quality & Safety
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has invited
interested parties to take part in a scoping session on the agenda for
meetings discussing a proposed rule for genetically engineered (GE)
organisms in April.
The proposed rule will revise existing regulations for the importation, interstate
movement and environmental release of certain GE organisms – regulations
which have not been subject to a comprehensive review since they were first
introduced in 1987.
The initial public comment period attracted over 15,000 comments after the
proposal was first published in October, prompting the USDA’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to extend its public comment period for a
further 60 days, to March 17.
However, APHIS has now announced that it will be extending this period for
another 60 days following the April meetings.
The advance of GE
Since the regulations were first introduced nearly 22 years ago, public
awareness of GE organisms has increased significantly, as has the global area
dedicated to GE crops. According to the latest figures from the Worldwatch
Institute, the total global area of genetically engineered crops increased 12
percent in 2007 compared to the previous year, bringing total land area up to
114.3million hectares. The US accounts for half of this.
However, controversy over the benefits of genetic modification continues,
including questions about the technology's ability to deliver on promises of
enhanced yields and nutrition.
Despite this, APHIS has said that it is committed to “the continuing support of
coexistence among various agricultural production systems in U.S. agriculture.”
Specific APHIS interests
APHIS has said that it is particularly interested in receiving comments on which
GE organisms should be included in or excluded from the proposed regulations
and on eliminating the notification procedure to minimize delay for those wishing
to introduce or transport GE organisms.
Acting administrator of APHIS Kevin Shea said: “Revising our biotechnology
regulations is a significant undertaking and we are seeking active participation
from the public. In order to have focused, substantive dialogue at our April
meetings, we want to identify topics for discussion as well as possible meeting
formats. We strongly encourage interested parties to share their suggestions so
we can better serve their needs.”
It has also invited suggestions for protecting against the introduction of plant
pests or noxious weeds, and for regulating and minimizing risk from GE crops
that produce pharmaceutical and industrial compounds.
Transcripts of the March scoping session will be made part of the rulemaking
record, APHIS said.

LATEST NEWS HEADLINES
Spotlight again on cloned animals
Blow moulder targets clear-pack efficiency
Food and drink machinery suppliers upbeat about
market
Low polymer demand hits Borealis’ profits
USDA announces meetings on GE regulation revision

MOST POPULAR NEWS
1. Twitter could leave bitter taste in Pepsi’s

mouth

2. Packaging ink migration ruling challenged
3. Bacteria under threat with new packaging

device – study

4. HACCP module eases food safety compliance
5. US food manufacturer cautioned over

processing practices

ON YOUR RADAR
Sustainability
Better use of process equipment key to savings, says
UK group
Nano method may enhance food packaging
Contamination

MORE NEWS ARTICLES ON THIS TOPIC
ICC president discusses challenges facing cereal science in 2009

Vaccine targeted at E.coli gets first US licence
Bacteria under threat with new packaging device –
study

Rebuilding market share after GE rice backlash
Greater vigilance needed for GE crops
Consumer group critical of FDA guidance on GE animals

BPA
Producer restricts sale of packaging chemical
US hearing on packaging chemical imminent

LATEST NEWS IN QUALITY & SAFETY
IFT to discuss nano food uses in London
Spotlight again on cloned animals

foodproductiondaily.com/…/USDA-an…

Free e-mail alerts
Please indicate your area of interest and

1/2

3/13/2009

USDA announces meetings on GE reg…
USDA announces meetings on GE regulation revision
Matching material with process is key to hygienic design, says expert
Data loggers enhanced for fast dow nloading, says US firm

Please indicate your area of interest and
receive free alerts directly to your inbox
Cle a ning / Sa fe ty / Hygie ne
End-of-Line Pa ck a ging
Pa ck a ging Ma te ria ls

Copyright - Unless otherwise stated all contents of this web site are © 2000/2009 - Decision News Media SAS
- All Rights Reserv ed - For permission to reproduce any contents of this web site, please email our
Sy ndication department: Administration & Finance - Full details f or the use of materials on this site can be
f ound in the Terms & Conditions

Prim ary Pack aging
Proce ssing Te chnology
Se rvice Provide rs
Softwa re / IT / R FID
Your email

Weekly / Daily Free Newsletter

Other Newsletters

FoodNa viga tor.com

Da iryRe porte r.com

Scie nce & Nutrition R e se a rch

Food & Be ve ra ge De ve lopm e nt - Europe
FoodNa viga tor-USA.com

Da iry Proce ssing & Ma rk ets
Be ve ra ge Da ily.com

Food legisla tion

Food & Be ve ra ge De ve lopm e nt - North Am e rica

Be vera ge Te chnology & Ma rk e ts
C onfectione ryNews.com

Nutra Ingre die nts.com

Food Fina nce
Innova tions in Food Ingre die nts

C onfectione ry & Biscuit Proce ssing
Ba k e ryAndSna cks.com

Innova tions in Food Proce ssing a nd Pa ck a ging

Supple m e nts & Nutrition - North Am e rica

Industrial Ba k ing & Snack s
Me a tProce ss.com

Food Industry & Consum e r TR ENDS

FoodProductionDa ily.com

Pre pare d Food a nd Me a t Proce ssing

Food Proce ssing & Pa ck a ging
FoodQ ua lityNe ws.com

AP-FoodTe chnology.com

Supple m e nts & Nutrition - Europe
Nutra Ingre die nts-USA.com

Innova tions in Food Sa fe ty & Instrum e nta tion

Food Mark e ting and R e ta iling

Food a nd Be vera ge in Asia Pa cific

Food Sa fe ty & Q ua lity C ontrol

Free subscription now!

Your email

RELATED SITES

ALL DECISION NEWS MEDIA SITES
Food & Beverage: Food & Beverage Development - Europe | Food & Beverage Development - North America | Food Marketing and Retailing | Food Processing & Packaging | Food Safety & Quality
Control | Food and Beverage in Asia Pacific | Industrial Baking & Snacks | Beverage Technology & Markets | Confectionery & Biscuit Processing | Dairy Processing & Markets | Prepared Food and
Meat Processing Nutrition: Supplements & Nutrition - Europe | Supplements & Nutrition - North America Pharm aceutical: Pharmaceutical Technology | Contract Research, Manufacturing & Clinical
Trials Cosm etics: Cosmetics Formulation & Packaging - North America | Cosmetics Formulation & Packaging - Europe

About us | Site map | All sites | Recommend this Site | Advertise | Contact the Editor | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy

© 2000/2009 - Decision News Media SAS - All right reserv ed.

foodproductiondaily.com/…/USDA-an…

2/2

