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USDA unable to weed out unapproved modified foods
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 14, 2009 (Reuters) — The U.S. food supply is at risk
of being invaded by unapproved imports of genetically modified crops and
livestock, a USDA internal audit report released Wednesday said.
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The report, released by the U.S.
Agriculture Department's Office of
Inspector General, said the USDA
does not have an import control
policy to regulate imported GMO
animals.
Its policy for GMO crops, though
adequate now, could become
outdated as other nations boost
production of their own GMO
crops, the report added.
The Office of Inspector General
recommended the department
develop an overall control policy
for all GMO imports and
implement a strategy to monitor
GMO crop and livestock
development in foreign nations.
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A security guard patrols next to a genetically
modified organism (GMO) experimental area
outside Zurich July 7, 2008. REUTERS/Christian
Hartmann
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Although the implications
associated with Americans
consuming unapproved GMO
food are unknown, the health and
environmental concerns that it poses could threaten commerce.

USDA Secretary Nominee Causes Dustup in
Organic Industry
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Organic Alliance Launches its Produce Line
with Certified Organic Avocados
Jan. 14, 2009 (MarketWatch) — Organic Alliance,
Inc. (ORGC:0.13,+0.03,+30.00%), a new contract
in the global supply of certified organic products,
today announced that it has ...
Organic Alliance, Inc. Files Application to List
Its Securities for Quotation on the Electronic
Bulletin Board
Jan. 13, 2009 (MarketWatch) — Organic Alliance,
Inc. (Pink Sheets: ORGC), announced today that
it had filed an application to have its common
stock quoted for trading on the ...
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Dec. 26, 2008 (Boston Globe) — Snow's piling up
in Vermont, but farmers are still selling their
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The USDA's lack of policies and monitoring capability on the matter reflect the United
States' dominance over the global market concerning genetic modification.
"Department officials stated that they have not needed such a strategy because most
transgenic plants were first developed within the U.S. regulatory system, and it was
unlikely that anything unfamiliar would be imported," the report said.
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"And transgenic animals have not been commercialized," the report also said of officials'
reasoning behind being slow to develop regulations.
The USDA, for the most part, agreed with the report's recommendations.
In a letter to the Office of Inspector General, the USDA said it would create a plan for
monitoring GMO plant and animal developments worldwide by November 30. But further
action on policy would require approval from the incoming administration.
(Editing by Christian Wiessner)
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FDA to adopt more transparent process for
GE animals
WASHINGTON, Jan. 15, 2009 (Reuters) — The
Food and Drug Administration said on Thursday it
would make the process it uses to approve
genetically engineered animals more transparent,
but consumer groups expressed concern the
government was not going far enough to protect
the pubic.
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U.S. advisers back 1st drug from DNAaltered animals

Pure All-Natural Dog Food
Free range meat & organic
veggies. No additives. Better than
homemade.
www.DarwinsNaturalPet.com/Home

ROCKVILLE, Maryland, Jan. 9, 2009 (Reuters) —
The first drug made using genetically engineered
animals to near U.S. approval won key support on
Friday from an advisory panel that judged it safe
and effective despite concerns from groups
worried about the genetic tinkering.
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Obama should ease security
on science, panel says
WASHINGTON, Jan. 8, 2009
(Reuters) — The system for
keeping U.S. science secrets safe is broken and
needs to be revamped -- and immigration controls
need to be eased for qualified scientists from other
countries, the National Research Council advised
on Thursday.

EU seeks WTO case to test hormonetreated beef rules
GENEVA, Dec. 22, 2008 (Reuters) — The
European Union launched a case at the World
Trade Organization on Monday to test whether its
restrictions on beef treated with growth hormones
comply with global trade rules.
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