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Survey suggests most
Americans would accept
'sustainable’ GM wheat

By Caroline Scott-Thomas, 03-Jun-2010

Related topics: The GM debate, Financial & Industry, Cereals and bakery
preparations

Many American consumers would be receptive to foods containing
genetically modified wheat if it is produced sustainably, suggests a new
survey examining attitudes to food technologies from the International
Food Information Council (IFIC).

The survey, the fourteenth conducted by the council, polled 750 US adults to
gauge current attitudes toward the newest food technologies.

Although commercially available genetically modified (GM) wheat crops are likely
to be at least a decade away, 80 percent of survey respondents said they would
be likely to purchase bread, crackers, cookies, cereal, or pasta products
containing GM wheat “if they were produced using sustainable practices to feed
more people using fewer resources such as land and pesticides.” And consistent
with the 2008 survey, 77 percent of respondents said they would buy foods
produced through biotechnology if they helped cut pesticide use.

IFIC said that these results suggested there would be “a receptive audience” to
products containing GM wheat if or when they become commercially available.

Sustainability awareness rises

The survey also found that when the production of genetically modified (GM)
foods is framed in such a way as to promote sustainable practices, consumers are
more open to including them in their diets.

Half of consumers said they had heard or read at least "a little" about the concept
of sustainability in food production, an increase from 2008, when that figure was
at 41 percent. In 2007, only 30 percent said they had heard or read anything
about sustainability in food production.
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IFIC's interim vice president, Nutrition and Food Safety, Marianne Smith Edge
said: "These results suggest that the importance of the impact of food production
on the environment is here to stay for consumers. Over the last several years
we've seen the overall awareness of sustainability and environmental issues
continue to grow."

Lack of information

But the survey suggested that lack of information on biotechnology is still
considered a reason to be skeptical about the technology. Of those who said they
were unfavorable or neutral toward animal biotechnology, 55 percent said the
reason was that they didn’t have enough information about the subject, while 39
percent said they didn’t understand the benefits of using biotechnology with
animals.

As for GM wheat, prominent North American wheat industry organizations,
including the National Wheat Growers Association, US Wheat Associates, the
North American Millers’ Association and the Independent Bakers Association, have
said that there is a competitiveness problem for the wheat industry. They claim
that the differential between net returns for wheat and other crops is growing and
production will continue to decline unless biotechnology is used to improve
wheat's competitiveness.

Share: | More Contact the editor

Search



Survey suggests most Americans would accept 'sustainable’ GM wheat

Get more articles like this in your mailbox: Your email

MORE NEWS ARTICLES ON THIS TOPIC

Consumer acceptance of GM crops higher, says ABARE

GM could save US wheat industry, says report

Survey shows most Canadian farmers oppose GM wheat
Consumers won’t accept GM wheat, says tri-national statement

US, Canadian and Aussie wheat industries unite behind GM

LATEST NEWS IN FINANCIAL & INDUSTRY

Coca-Cola to open fruit-drink plant in India, report

Sports nutrition market driven by non-sporty consumers

Survey suggests most Americans would accept 'sustainable’ GM wheat
Canadian voluntary sodium reduction targets due in July

Coupons still driving purchase decisions, say market researchers

Copyright - Unless otherwise stated all contents of this web site are © 2000/2010 - Decision News Media SAS - All
Rights Reserved - For permission to reproduce any contents of this web site, please email our Syndication
department: Administration & Finance - Full details for the use of materials on this site can be found in the Terms &
Conditions

RELATED PRODUCTS & SUPPLIERS

WEBINARS
Increase your webinar performance with expert tips and advice

TECHNICAL PAPERS
Generate sales leads with a good white paper

SUPPLIERS
ADM

Almond Board of California - Boost Your Healthy Profile

Corn Products International

Fortitech, Inc

Hilmar Ingredients

Milk Specialties Global

Novozymes — Rethink tomorrow

Premium Ingredients, Int’l - “Bringing the right ingredients together”
The Wright Group

Evidence linking lower weight with fewer sugary drinks
not strong: Review

Survey suggests most Americans would accept
‘sustainable’ GM wheat

Meat industry opposes legislation to require new E. coli
tests

Sports nutrition market driven by non-sporty
consumers

Free e-mail alerts

Please indicate your area of interest and
receive free alerts directly to your inbox

D Carbohydrates and fibres (sugar, starches)
D Cereals and bakery preparations

["I chocolate and cocoa ingredients

D Cultures, enzymes, yeast

D Dairy-based ingredients

D Emulsifiers, stabilisers, hydrocolloids

D Fats & oils

Flavnre and ralare

Page 2 of 3

instant calcium caseinate.
olick-hare)
Going to IFT?
a Visit us at
Booth 4012

N EAREEST
% BRANDS

We see things differently.

http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Financial-Industry/Survey-suggests-most-Americans-wo... 6/3/2010



Survey suggests most Americans would accept 'sustainable’ GM wheat Page 3 of 3

Weekly / Daily Free Newsletter Other Newsletters
["] FoodNavigator.com "] pairyReporter.com [] science & Nutrition Research

Food & Beverage Development - Europe Dairy Processing & Markets D Food legislation
[] FoodNavigator-USA.com [] BeverageDaily.com [ Food i

ood Finance
Food & Beverage Development - North America Beverage Technology & Markets
_ D ConfectioneryNews.com I:‘ Innovations in Food Ingredients
D Nutralngredients.com Confectionery & Biscuit Processing I:‘ Innovations in Food Processing and Packaging
&l S[\;’Z’:::Zz;::j;io;;fumpe ["] BakeryAndsnacks.com [] 1nnovations in Food Safety & Instrumentation
9 B Industrial Baking & Snacks
Supplements & Nutrition - North America [ MeatProcess.com [] Food Industry & Consumer Trends
" Food Marketing and Retailin

D FoodProductionDaily.com Prepared Food and Meat Processing D 9 9

Food Processing & Packaging
[] FoodQualityNews.com
Food Safety & Quality Control

I:‘ AP-FoodTechnology.com
Food and Beverage in Asia Pacific

I:‘ FoodManufacture.co.uk
The Information Resource for Food and Drink Processing

Free subscription now! Youremail o

RELATED SITES

ALL DECISION NEWS MEDIA SITES
Food & Beverage: Food & Beverage Development - Europe | Food & Beverage Development - North America | Food Marketing and Retailing | Food Processing & Packaging | Food Safety &
Quality Control | Food and Beverage in Asia Pacific | Industrial Baking & Snacks | Beverage Technology & Markets | Confectionery & Biscuit Processing | Dairy Processing & Markets |
Prepared Food and Meat Processing | The Information Resource for Food and Drink Processing | Retail news Nutrition: Supplements & Nutrition - Europe | Supplements & Nutrition - North
America Pharmaceutical: Pharmaceutical Technology | Contract Research, Manufacturing & Clinical Trials Cosmetics: Cosmetics Formulation & Packaging - North America | Cosmetics
Formulation & Packaging - Europe

About us | Site map | All sites | Recommend this Site | Advertise | Contact the Editor | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy

©2000/2010 - Decision News Media SAS - All right reserved Decisionnews't

http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/Financial-Industry/Survey-suggests-most-Americans-wo... 6/3/2010



