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Food, feed, fiber, and fuel for the world’s 800 million people who suffer from hunger and poverty – this is
the formidable task for many countries, development agencies, and other interest groups. Of the many
strategies that have been forwarded to address the issues of global poverty and environmental
degradation, crop biotechnology is seen as a viable contribution to the solution. As early as 1991, the
International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech Applications (ISAAA) saw the potential of crop
biotechnology to improve the lives of small-scale farmers in developing countries. By sharing and
disseminating scientific knowledge to the global community, and by facilitating the transfer of
technologies to developing countries through public-private partnerships, ISAAA has established its role
and contribution in world efforts to help achieve agricultural sustainability and development.
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ISAAA is a not-for-profit international organization that shares the benefits of crop biotechnology to
various stakeholders, particularly resource-poor farmers in developing countries, through knowledge
sharing initiatives and the transfer and delivery of proprietary biotechnology applications. ISAAA’s global
knowledge sharing network and public and private sector partnerships in the research and development
continuum, provide a powerful combination of science-based information and appropriate technology to
those who need to make informed decisions about their acceptance and use. In addition, an array of
support services completes the holistic approach to agricultural development and ensures effective
implementation and timely delivery of crop biotechnologies. These services include capacity building for
policy makers and scientists; regulatory oversight on such issues as biosafety and food safety; and
impact assessment.
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