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Environmental Groups Decry Obama Plan to Lift 
Moratorium on Offshore Drilling
Environmental groups are denouncing President Obama’s controversial new plan to 
open up large swaths of the Atlantic, Gulf and Alaskan coasts to offshore oil and gas 
drilling. On Wednesday, the Obama administration said it would lift a longstanding 
moratorium on oil drilling along the East Coast from Delaware to the central coast of 
Florida. New areas of the southeast Gulf Coast will also be open to drilling, as will 
the Arctic Ocean north of Alaska. We speak to Brendan Cummings of the Center for 
Biological Diversity, which helped stall the original 2007-2012 offshore oil drilling 
plan under the Bush administration. [includes rush transcript]
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JUAN GONZALEZ: Environmental groups are strongly denouncing President 
Obama’s controversial new plan to open up large swaths of the Atlantic, Gulf and 
Alaskan coasts to offshore oil and gas drilling. On Wednesday, Obama and Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar announced an end to a longstanding moratorium on oil 
drilling along the East Coast from Delaware to the central coast of Florida. New 
areas of the southeast Gulf Coast will also be open to drilling, as will the Arctic 
Ocean north of Alaska. The only area that will be protected is Bristol Bay in 
southwestern Alaska. 
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