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US military loses contact with 
hypersonic aircraft 
by Staff Writers 
Washington (AFP) Aug 11, 2011 

US military scientists on 
Thursday launched a 
hypersonic aircraft but lost 
contact with the experimental 
plane in its second test flight, 
officials said.  

The unmanned Falcon 
Hypersonic Technology 
Vehicle (HTV-2), designed as 
a global bomber prototype 
capable of a mind-boggling 
20 times the speed of sound, 
launched successfully from 
California aboard a Minotaur 
IV rocket, according to the Defense Advanced  Projects 
Agency.

But after the plane separated from the rocket in the upper reaches of the 
atmosphere for its "glide" phase, contact was lost, DARPA said.  

"Range assets have lost telemetry with HTV2," DARPA wrote in a Twitter 
post after the launch.  

The agency provided no other details about the flight or how long it had 
been separated from the rocket.  

Last year, scientists lost contact with the HTV-2 after nine minutes in its 
inaugural flight.  

The hypersonic plane, which is supposed to  at Mach 20, or 13,000 
miles (21,000 kilometers) per hour, could potentially provide the US 
military with a platform for striking targets anywhere on the planet within 
minutes using conventional weapons.  

Such a weapon, still in development, is part of what the US Air Force has 
dubbed "prompt global strike" capability.  

"The ultimate goal is a capability that can reach anywhere in the world in 
less than an hour," DARPA said on its website.  

In theory, the Falcon could travel between New York City and Los 
Angeles in less than 12 minutes.  

Unlike a ballistic missile, a hypersonic vehicle could maneuver and avoid 
flying along a predictable path. Moreover, analysts say it would not be 
mistaken for a nuclear missile, avoiding the possibility of triggering a 
nuclear confrontation.  

But Loren Thompson, an analyst at Lexington Institute with links to the 
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Illustration of the Falcon HTV-1.
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defense industry, said there was still much work to be done before the 
hypersonic bomber becomes a reality.  

"The military has a long way to go before hypersonic vehicles are ready 
for deployment," Thompson told AFP.  

After separating from the rocket Thursday, the Falcon undertook some 
maneuvers before contact was lost, DARPA said.  

The test flight plan called for the Falcon to eventually roll and dive into 
the Pacific Ocean.  
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Gene Strong

No doubt the Chinese will find the lost missile and sell a bootleg copy of it to us very 
cheaply..

 · Like· Reply · Thursday at 11:54pm2

Donald Driscoll · The University of Texas at El Paso

Maybe they were mistaken, and it was superluminal instead of 
hypersonic.

Like· Reply · Yesterday at 12:25am

James Visentin · Bishop vaughn

SH 1 t happens in any test of a advanced system.

Like· Reply · 20 hours ago

Sam Scarpelli · Evergreen

scary...

Like· Reply · Thursday at 2:18pm

Catherine McKee · Vice President, Procurement~Soon to be Owner at Aerospace 
Industry~No Name Listed

ohh nooo!

Like· Reply · Thursday at 11:35pm

Ciro Alessandro Sacco

The Chinese aircraft carrier is up to no good for the US DoD but this monster aircraft 
('bombing any target on Earth in minutes') is all right? Come on!

 · Like· Reply · Yesterday at 12:55am1

Diego Deretanomuschiato De Cortes · Università DI Ferrara 

Ahhh ecco cos'è quel coso che è atterrato davanti a casa !

Like· Reply · Yesterday at 4:18am
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Ball Aerospace Develops 
Flight Computers for 
Next-Generation Launch 
Vehicles
Boulder CO (SPX) Jul 26, 2011 
Ball Aerospace and Technologies Corp. has 
completed development of prototype launch 
vehicle flight  equipped to bring 
safety and reliability to future human spaceflight systems. These flight 
computers were financed by Ball Aerospace and are based on deployed units 
now being used by NASA's Marshall Space  Center in their simulation 
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