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GA-ASI and RUAG Sign Agreement to Offer Male Predator B UAS

Partnership to Support FMS Procurement of German MQ-9 Reaper  

SAN DIEGO – 27 April 2011 – General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI), a leading manufacturer of Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems (UAS), tactical reconnaissance radars, and surveillance systems, has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
RUAG Aerospace Services GmbH, an approved and certified MRO company for the outfitting and maintenance of civil and military 
aircraft, to offer the Predator® B UAS to meet the surveillance needs of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has established a “bridging solution” for its SAATEG (System fuer die 
abbildende Aufklaerung in der Tiefe des Einsatzgebietes; In-Theatre Reconnaissance) airborne Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance (ISR) requirement for unmanned aerial vehicles.  

“GA-ASI’s establishment of a working relationship with RUAG represents a strategic commitment by both companies to support the 
German Armed Forces with a proven, affordable, and responsive solution to Germany’s ISR and defense requirements,” said Neal 
Blue, chairman and CEO, GA-ASI.  “RUAG’s expertise and know-how in the development, manufacture, maintenance, and logistics 
support of aircraft systems for the German Armed Forces constitutes a strong complement to GA-ASI’s technical competence and 
expertise in the design, development, production, and operational support of Predator-class UAS with various integrated 
reconnaissance payloads.”

“For more than 40 years, RUAG Aerospace Services has been building, completing, modifying, upgrading, and maintaining military 
systems of the German forces and border patrol,” said Alexander Müller, managing director of RUAG Aerospace Services.  “This 
experience and acknowledged competence in the support of aircraft systems makes the company a competent German partner to GA-
ASI.”

The MOU contemplates that RUAG will assist in the adaptation of hardware to German national standards, offer guidance and support 
for German airworthiness certification requirements, and provide logistical, operational, and maintenance support of Predator B after 
delivery to the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Featuring an extensive payload capacity (850 lb [385 kg] internally, 3,000 lb [1360 kg] externally), the multi-mission Predator B is a 
long-endurance, medium-high-altitude UAS that can be used for surveillance, military reconnaissance, and targeting missions. The 
aircraft has a maximum gross takeoff weight 10,500 lb (4763 kg), is powered by a Honeywell turboprop engine, has a maximum 
altitude of 50,000 feet (15240) meters, and can stay aloft for up to 30 hours.  Currently operational as MQ-9 Reaper with the U.S. Air 
Force and Royal Air Force and as MQ-9 with the Italian Air Force, Predator B provides unparalleled close air support and persistent 
situational awareness to coalition forces, demonstrating proven NATO interoperability. 

High-resolution photos of Predator B/MQ-9 Reaper are available upon request from the GA-ASI media contact listed above.

About GA-ASI

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc., an affiliate of General Atomics, delivers situational awareness by providing unmanned 
aircraft, radar, and electro-optic solutions for military and commercial applications worldwide. The company’s Aircraft Systems Group is 
a leading designer and manufacturer of proven, reliable unmanned aircraft systems, including Predator A, Predator B, Gray EagleTM, 
and the new Predator C Avenger®. It also manufactures a variety of solid-state digital Ground Control Stations (GCSs), including the 
next-generation Advanced Cockpit GCS, and provides pilot training and support services for UAS field operations. The 
Reconnaissance Systems Group designs, manufactures, and integrates the Lynx® Multi-mode Radar and sophisticated Claw® sensor 
control and image analysis software into both manned and unmanned aircraft. It also integrates other sensor and communication 
equipment into manned ISR aircraft and develops emerging technologies in solid-state lasers, electro-optic sensors, and ultra-
wideband data links for government applications. For more information, please visit www.ga-asi.com. 

About RUAG

RUAG is an international technology group for aerospace and defence with high technological skills. The group’s holding company is 
located in Berne (Switzerland). RUAG has its production sites in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Sweden and the USA. 
RUAG employs a staff of 7,700 worldwide, with 5,000 employees working in Switzerland, including approximately 10% 
trainees/apprentices. Further information: www.ruag.com.

Predator, Lynx, Avenger, and Claw are registered trademarks and Gray Eagle is a trademark of General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems, Inc.

Additional information on the agreement may be obtained by contacting the following:

Mr. Jiri Paukert
RUAG Holding
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+41 (0)31 376 64 92
jiri.paukert@ruag.com

For more information contact:

Kimberly Kasitz
Public Relations Manager
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc.
+1.858.312.2294
kimberly.kasitz@ga-asi.com
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