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Drone Departure
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It's curtain call time for the French army’s CL289 reconnaissance drone.
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Drone Departure

(credit: Armee de Terre)

After 17 years of service, including operational duties in Bosnia, Kosovo and Chad, the French army
is ready to put the high-speed tactical reconnaissance drone system out to pasture. The system has
probably enjoyed a longer life than first though, since replacement systems took longer to field than

expected.

The backbone of the French army’s airborne tac-recce efforts are now the the EADS DRAC and
Sagem Sperwer UAVs. There are plans for new systems, but nothing is moving quickly these days in

the French procurement apparatus.

The CL289 served its purpose, but the system was designed for a different type of battle where
mission changes didn’t have to be performed quickly. The German army retired its CL289s last year.

Tags:ar99, France, CL289

[~Email Share:

Recent Entries:

6/11 Frago
China's Blue Arrow 7

Diehl’s Hope for Pilum Glide
Bomb

Behind the Scenes at
Eurosatory

INS Vikramaditya Out for
Sea Trials

Archives:

June (11)

May (51)

April (37)

March (57)
February (74)
January (73)
December 2011 (68)
November 2011 (78)
October 2011 (103)
September 2011 (85)
August 2011 (127)
July 2011 (82)
Older

Comments on Blog Post

Recommend Report Abuse

Recent Tags:

ar99

Frago

Eurosatory

Russia

India

Subscribe Via RSS

What Do You Think?

http://www.aviationweek.com/Blogs.aspx?plckBlogld=Blog%3a27ec4a53-dcc8-42d0-bd3...

Page 2 of 3

Fec

Gouno

Listen |

Uncel
Resul

LEA

Enter
June 2
1-2 p.w

LEA

6/12/2012



Drone Departure Page 3 of 3

To leave a comment, you need to sign up.

SIGN UP LOG IN

1 comment Sort by: | Oldest to Newest | ¥ |

i"-::' ; Marcase Score: 0
. 3:46 AM on 8/7/2010 Report Abuse

It's interesting to see how far UAVs have come since the CL289,
and how the operational capabilities have changed. From low,
fast, 'wet film' short-ranged rockets to counter IADS, to high alt
loitering RPVs/UAVs/RPAs operated from half a world away.

Merci and bon voyage Piver.
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