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Last week's U.S. drone strike, which killed al-Qaeda's No. 2 leader at a house in
northern Pakistan, was by any measure a step forward in the war on terrorism. One of
the organization's most charismatic leaders, Abu Yahya al-Libi, was eliminated. But the
attack also added a bit more fuel to the debate over the morality and effectiveness of

such remote-control warfare.

By Lt. Col.. Leslie Pratt via, AP

Drone strikes: From 52 during the Bush
presidency to 278 under the Obama
administration.
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But if the drone wars are to be continued, or even A‘

ratcheted up, at least three issues merit further attention:

«Civilian casualties. Strikes that are aimed at terrorists
but also kill non-combatants, including children, are
enormously damaging to the United States. They turn
local populations against the U.S. and put enormous
pressure on governments such as Pakistan's and
Yemen's to stop cooperating with U.S. forces.

Accurate counts of civilian casualties are virtually
impossible to get, but the U.S. appears to be making
progress toward reducing what's euphemistically called
"collateral damage." The New America Foundation
estimates that civilian deaths have fallen from half of all
drone deaths in 2008 to fewer than 10% last year, a total
of somewhere between 16 and 36 people.
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These are all valid concerns. For the time being, though, the U.S. continues to confront a
non-state enemy bent on plotting terror attacks inside America. Unless someone comes
up with a better way to protect the nation, the drone strikes should continue, at least until
Osama bin Laden's successor, Ayman al-Zawabhri, is eliminated and al-Qaeda is out of
business.

For more information about reprints & permissions, visit our FAQ's. To report corrections and clarifications, contact Standards
Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name,
phone number, city and state for verification. To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.

Posted 1d 13h ago | Updated 1d 13h ago

More from USATODAY More from the web

Madonna flashes nipple to Istanbul crowd Who speaks English best? Business Without
USATODAY.com in LifeLine Live Borders

Opposing view: Drones are unlawful and How Much Income Will you need in
dangerous USATODAY.com in News Retirement? ' Day One Stories

Signs almost always precede deadly domestic 6 worst home fixes for the money Bankrate.com

violence cases USATODAY.com in News
Why TV Lovers Are Going Mad for This DVR

Cop dies during 3-way sex; widow wins $3M How Life Works

lawsuit USATODAY.com in On Deadline .
The Affordable Care Act: Top Things to

Review: New MacBook Pro is 'powerfully Know for Seniors HealthCare.gov
robust' USATODAY.com in Tech [?]

USA TODAY is now using Facebook Comments on our stories and blog posts to provide an enhanced user experience. To post
a comment, log into Facebook and then "Add" your comment. To report spam or abuse, click the "X" in the upper right corner of
the comment box. To find out more, read the FAQ and Conversation Guidelines.

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/story/2012-06-12/drones-kill-Qaeda-terr...

Home | News | Travel | Money | Sports | Life | Tech | Weather visit
our Partners: USA WEEKEND | Sports
Weekly | Education | Space.com | Travel Tips

6/14/2012



Drone kills should continue — USATODAY.com Page 3 of 5

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/story/2012-06-12/drones-kill-Qaeda-terr... 6/14/2012



Drone kills should continue — USATODAY.com Page 4 of 5

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/story/2012-06-12/drones-kill-Qaeda-terr... 6/14/2012



Drone kills should continue — USATODAY .com

23 comments Add a comment

Munther Saleh
well no offense but i very strongly disagree sir and here's why.

every day about 12 innocent people die for every 1 Al-Qaeda soldier killed, just because the innocent
afghani people live in a war-torn country doesn't mean they're used to the killings and wish they them selfs
would want to die to stop the violence. these people live real lives just like you and i do and they love life,
and they shouldn't be deprived of that just because some terrorists moved next door. America is taking the
lazy road by using the drone attacks, instead of using real human soldiers who would carry out intricate
strategic attacks, they use a drone controlled from thousands of miles away on a roughly 240 resolution
screen to kill anyone who generally fits the minimal specifications of a terrorist, that means anyone who
wears a beard, turban, or tr...See More

Reply * 7 - Like Tuesday at 7:27pm

Dorothy Herman ©  Top Commenter

A lot of innocent people are killed in any war. that is the price that civilians pay for hiding
terrorists.

Reply - 8- Like* Tuesday at 10:34pm

Edgar Athey *  Top Commenter
Can you cite any sources for that 12 to 1 stat?
Reply * 6 - Like* Yesterday at 12:09am

Eric George ©  Top Commenter - Columbus, Ohio
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Stewart Pepper ©  Top Commenter - Pastor at Mountain View Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

I'm not sure I'm against the attacks because I don't have all the intelligence to make such a decision. But if
Russia used a drone to bomb a house in America because they "knew" a terrorist was in it, I'm pretty sure
you'd hear a great outcry in our country against such attacks. Perhaps some will say," we don't harbor
terrorists," but if our military is plotting against another country, it is reasonable to assume that someone in
that country would view our leaders as terrorists as well. I get the sense we only think this is 0.k. because
of our military's unchecked power. As soon as another country threatens our superiority (which I think we
should keep), watch how quickly we will be demanding such actions stop. Just saying. What goes around,
comes around.

Reply * 6 - Like* 22 hours ago

Tim Martin - Top Commenter * Works at Spirit of the West Cattle Company

Drones are already being used by the government in US activities. Based on criteria given by Holder missle
strikes could be used against US Citizens on US soil. There is a congressional drone caucus (52 if I'm not
mistaken) taking $$$ for laws that expand their use over the US. - - - Folks, be careful what you support.

Reply * 5 - Like* Yesterday at 6:04am

James Oerichbauer - Top Commenter - Apple Valley, Minnesota

- One can support the use of drones in warfare without supporting their use for domestic police
actions. They are two completely separate items.

Reply * 5 - Like* 22 hours ago

Tim Martin ©  Top Commenter * Works at Spirit of the West Cattle Company

James - in a perfect world that would be right and I whole heartedly agree! Having said that,
however they are already being used for, not only domestic police actions, but to monitor
farmers in Nebraska, Iowa, etc. - and the clincher for me is that according to Holder's 'criteria'
for using drone attacks against US Citizens -(without a trial and including collateral damage
such as the death of family, children, and innocents) was NOT rulled out for use against US
citizens in the US. It's hard to say it's ok in Yemen but we won't do it in Montana.
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James Oerichbauer - Top Commenter * Apple Valley, Minnesota
e So contact your Congresspeople to enact laws to ban the use of drones for that purpose.
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