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Mission Statement 
 
In these times of crisis and 
capitalist conflagration, the 
only way to resist the 
bombardment of mental 
manipulation and to design 
strategies that won't end up 
delivering us back into the 
arms of the monster we are 
fighting, is by means of a 
social class consciousness 
and a consequent, 
internationalist, anti-
imperialist and anti-
capitalist vision. It is in this 
sense that this weblog 
intends to make a 
contribution. 

Join the World 
People's 
Conference on 
Climate Change 
and the Rights of 
Mother Earth 

  
PARTICIPATE!  

Get informed with 
Geoengineering 
Watch! 

 

Read ETC Group's 
Report on 
Geoengineering 

4/10/10 

'Solar Radiation Management' or Manhattan 
Project 2.0? Shielding Electronics from 
Electromagnetic Pulses  

 
 

 
 
 

By Jutta Schmitt 
 
 
Every technology on the market today is based on alternating current 
technologies in relation with semiconductor technologies and if these 
were seriously threatened this would mean, in the final analysis, that 
everything that we nowadays need to live, work and recreate 
ourselves, could be destroyed.  -- Uwe Behnken -- 
 
                                                                                                                    
                                      
It's intriguing. Just barely a week after the Asilomar Conference on 
Climate Intervention Technologies had taken place in Pacific Grove, 
California, we heard honorable knights for the defense of global climate 
integrity, such as the American Enterprise Institute's Resident Fellow 
and Co director of the AEI Geoengineering Project Lee Lane, advocate 
a global imposition of geoengineering technologies on behalf of the 
advanced, industrialized states of the world in the firm conviction, 
that "geoengineering experiments shouldn't require global agreement“, 
because these would in any case be guided by the shining light of the 
government of the United States and its noble constitutional obligation 
to promote the welfare of the American people. This is how Lane 
evokes 'American national interest', this magic, self-sufficient concept 
that justifies the use of any means in order to obtain, that is, impose the 
desired objective. (1)  
 
Why declare geoengineering experiments a matter of 'national interest' 
(read: national security interest)? Why not declare the wellbeing of the 
planetary climate and overall ecosystems a matter of national or 
planetary security interest for that matter, and subsequently demand the 
immediate discontinuance of irrational profit production and unbound 
consumerism, which got us into this mess in the first place? Why this 
sudden, violent interest in geoengineering experiments by scientists, 
international climate panels, United Nations entities, policy centers, 
research facilities, scientific communities and even Think Tanks with 
their scores of fellows and scholars? Why did we not see the same 
violent interest with regard to a binding commitment at the Rio, Kyoto or 
Copenhagen Earth Summits? And why call for the global imposition of 
geoengineering technologies on behalf of the 'advanced, more 
industrialized states' of the world?  
 
Furthermore, if geoengineering experiments are all of a sudden being 
considered imperative, why does the so-called scientific community, as 
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Venezuela: 

well as civil and military authorities in various countries of the world 
deny the fact that one of the proposed climate intervention techniques, 
pertaining to Solar Radiation Management, has already and 
progressively been implemented on a considerably large scale since 
years?    
 
The hard facts on the ground – or in the sky, for that matter -  don't go 
away by denying them. Solar Radiation Management by 'injection of 
sulfate or other materials into the stratosphere' as proposed by the 
working agenda of the past Asilomar Conference on Climate 
Intervention Technologies and as seen, photographed, filmed, 
documented, studied and analyzed during years by ordinary citizens, 
environmental activists, air traffic controllers, radar technicians, 
alternative journalists, meteorologists, chemists and physicians, has 
been occurring over North America and Europe since the nineties. The 
question is, if the massive blasting into the stratosphere of a mixture of 
metals and polymers to form a haze-like layer in the skies in order to 
deflect solar radiation is actually that good of an idea, given the extreme 
toxicity of the materials being sprayed and given the fact that they finally 
do come down back to the surface of the Earth. Thus, to a far-sighted, 
ecological, nature-preserving mind it seems utterly illogical to resort to 
this kind of measures which have a heavily contaminating effect on the 
overall environment - air, water, soils, humans, animals, plants, that is, 
life on the planet as such.   
 
For the sake of (relative) brevity, we will not go into detail to describe 
and explain Chemtrail Spraying in this article, but instead encourage our 
readers to get active and do a thorough research on the Internet by 
themselves. Suffice it to say here, that the until now publicly denied 
operations of ongoing Chemtrail Spraying are, in fact, related to 'Solar 
Radiation Management', consisting of the massive injection of a 
combination of metallic and other particles - microscopic in scale - into 
the stratosphere. Interestingly and essential for us to note, it was the 
late Edward Teller, member of the Manhattan Project and father of the 
Hydrogen Bomb, co-founder and director of the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, who proposed this geoengineering technique 
together with Roderick Hyde and Lowell Wood and who designed a 
variety of mixtures according to the specific tasks they have to perform, 
among which figure the deployment of "electrically-conducting 
sheets“ or "metallic 'nets' of ultra-fine mesh-spacing“ in the 
stratosphere. (2) Equally interesting is the fact, that Teller himself did 
not only doubt that society's carbon dioxide emissions were responsible 
for global warming, but questioned global warming as such, when 
stating in a 1997 article, titled 'The Planet needs a Sunscreen', that "It's 
wonderful to think that the world is so very wealthy that a single nation -- 
America -- can consider spending $100 billion a year on a problem that 
may not exist.“ (3) He explicitly repeated this doubt in a 2002 co-
authored paper on 'Active Climate Stabilization.' (4) So, by all means, 
why then seriously bother about the research, development and actual 
deployment of 'geoengineering techniques' such as spraying the 
stratosphere with chemicals, in order to to 'fend off solar radiation' ?! 
 
Considering the counter-productivity of the whole concept of 'solar 
radiation management' – deflecting solar radiation by creating a layer of 
highly toxic, artificial 'clouds' may as well block and trap outbound heat 
from the Earth and thus worsen 'global warming' – the question arises, 
why it is actually being done.  
 
The very logics of global capitalism and capitalist globalization that 
dictates each and every consideration, each and every action 
undertaken by the transnational corporations of this world and their 
political and military executives on a national and international scale, 
and which impose their decisions on billions of people, indicates that 
Solar Radiation Management is NOT being conducted to 'mitigate the 
effects of global warming' but to address an immediate problem, as 
severe as that of global warming for the survival of human civilization as 
we have known it, and which can best be described as the Electronic 
Achilles Heel of Modern Civilization. 
 
In a 2009 interview with Ludwig Glinz about 'Sferic Frequencies, 
Semiconductor Technologies and their effective Preservation and 
Protection', Uwe Behnken, founder of LiveNet Concept 2010 and long 
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time activist against Chemtrail Spraying, suggests that the massive 
injection of toxic substances into the stratosphere ever since the 
nineties bears a direct relation to the protection of highly sensitive 
semiconductor technologies. 
 
    „[..] Natural electromagnetic pulses are known to everybody ever 
since the film 'The Day After' where we learnt what happens if these are 
created artificially by means of the explosion of an atom bomb. If an 
atomic weapon explodes, the electromagnetic pulse causes 
semiconductor technologies to stop functioning. The same 
electromagnetic pulses can be registered in the event of  elevated sferic 
frequencies or nuclear electromagnetic pulses stemming from elevated 
sun activities, and from our perspective this is another reason why it is 
undertaken to repel these sferic frequencies with the help of toxic 
substances, like aluminium oxides and barium-chlorides so as to protect 
semiconductor technologies.“ (5)  
 
For a better understanding of this statement and its consequences, we'll 
briefly examine some basic concepts related to semiconductor 
technology and the reasons for its growing vulnerability.  
 
All modern technology is based on semiconductor technology, used in 
the production of microelectronic integrated circuits (microchips) on an 
ever more minute scale and with an ever greater number of in-
built 'components' per unit, so to speak. No applied technology in our 
computerized age, be it in the realm of production, energy, 
communication, trading, finance, transportation, scientific research and 
development, space exploration and military operations, works without 
semiconductor technology. A semiconductor is a material like silicon or 
germanium (6)  characterized by an "intermediate conductivity" which 
oscillates between that of a conductor and an insulator and which 
displays a rapid variation of conductivity depending on temperature. The 
current in semiconductors is either carried by the flow of electrons or by 
the flow of positively-charged "holes" in the electron structure of the 
material. An external electrical field may change a semiconductor's 
resistivity or 'behavior' for that matter. (7)  
 
One of the problems related to semiconductor technology and as 
derived from some of its specific characteristics is, that upon exposure 
to various types of particles of atmospheric radiation - alpha particles, 
various ions, protons, and neutrons which can 'hit' the device - it can 
change state or alter its output, leading to an error. This phenomenon is 
widely known by the manufacturers and has been called 'Single Event 
Effect' (SEE), which, in turn, is classified in three basic categories: A 
soft error or 'single event upset' (SEU), a soft or hard error or 'single 
event latchup (SEL) and a hard failure or 'single event burnout' (SEB).  
 
In the Atmospheric Radiation Effects Whitepaper, prepared by Ken 
Vranich in 2007, this author discusses the growing impact of 
atmospheric radiation effects on semiconductor devices, specifically the 
impact on avionics, identifying natural atmospheric radiation as the 
overriding cause of Single Event Effects or device failures due to the 
fact that semiconductor technology undergoes constant sophistication, 
which means it's being performed on an ever more minute scale. The 
scale we are talking about is so tiny that the collision of neutrons with 
the semiconductor material results in the deposition of a charge in this 
material and thus leads to an alteration of its state or even to the  
destruction of the device. The author explains these characteristic errors 
and failures of semiconductor devices as follows:  
 
    "Single event upset (SEU) is a condition that causes corruption of 
data or logic state in a device resulting in erroneous output. This is a 
soft error, meaning that data could be updated or corrected or the part 
reset and normal functionality would be resumed. ... Single event 
latchup (SEL) is a condition in some [type of semiconductors] where the 
energy deposited locally in a device by the single particle has turned on 
parasitic transistors causing high current through the device. ... 
This SEL usually causes loss of device functionality. ... Single event 
burnout (SEB) is a condition in a high voltage device (voltages of 500 or 
600 volts) resulting from the energy deposition by a single particle 
leading to a feedback mechanism that exceeds the breakdown 
voltage and therefore destroys the device. ... Single Event Effects 
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can also cause secondary breakdown in bipolar junction transistors 
(BJTs), resulting in burnout of the transistor ... “ (8)   
 
The Atmospheric Radiation Effects Whitepaper deals essentially with 
the uncomfortable fact that the failure rate in semiconductor devices 
has been increasing exponentially due to the steady advancement 
of semiconductor technology, making them not only vulnerable to 
high-energy or fast neutrons, but also to low-energy or slow (thermal) 
neutrons. The author estimates that it will take years until the big 
manufacturers of integrated circuits will respond to this challenge and 
warns of the unprecedented consequences that this will have, in this 
case for aviation electronics, concerning both commercial as well as 
military avionics and which may lead to the severe limitation of 
operations or even grounding of aircraft, due to intolerably high 
processor failure rates. For a combination of technical factors which the 
author does not specify, he identifies the military Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAV’s), crucial in America's ongoing and future warfare 
operations around the planet, as the type of aircraft most vulnerable to 
this threat, mainly because they are composed of so called 'commercial-
off-the-shelf equipment', leading to what the author says is 
an "unacceptably high probability of 'loss of command and control'“. (9)  
 
As for the natural causes of atmospheric radiation and their effects on 
semiconductor devices, the author explains that the exposure to the 
range of potentially hazardous particles increases with growing latitude 
and altitude, especially during times of elevated sun activity. As far as 
the latter is concerned, the author stresses the importance of solar 
events which can heavily impact radiation levels and thus significantly 
increase Single Event Effect rates:  
     
    "The sun on an eleven year cycle produces varying sizes of solar 
flares. These flares send out energetic particles that strike the earth and 
can affect the entire planet, but especially in the Polar Regions where 
the earth’s magnetic field is weakest. These particles can cause an 
increase in the radiation that an aircraft sees by a factor ranging from 10-
1000X. The next projected solar peak where these levels could 
occur is 2011.“ (10)  
 
In this context and with regard to the growing vulnerability of 
semiconductor technology, in this case in aircraft, the author explains 
that "using today’s parts could translate into a 10-20% processor 
failure rate during a single flight on an aircraft in northern latitudes 
during a moderate solar event“, thus calling into question the "ability 
of these products to perform as advertised“. He concludes that "for 
avionics suppliers, this has the potential to create an intolerable liability 
and field support issue. For the commercial and military end users, this 
can translate into types of aircraft that would operate with limited 
mission capabilities or flight restrictions in certain geographic locations 
and grounding during significant solar events.“ (11)  
 
Considering the impact of sun activities and solar events on 
semiconductor technology, we can understand the growing importance 
of solar event 'forecasts'. In May 2009, a team of scientists from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) sponsored 
by NASA, has revised the earlier peak prediction from 2007 which 
foresaw a peak in 2011, and estimates that Solar Cycle number 24 will 
peak in May 2013 with an intensity expected to be below the average. 
According to NASA Science News, however,  
 
    "Even a below-average cycle is capable of producing severe space 
weather. ... The great geomagnetic storm of 1859, for instance, 
occurred during a solar cycle of about the same size we’re predicting for 
2013. The 1859 storm -- known as the "Carrington Event" after 
astronomer Richard Carrington who witnessed the instigating solar 
flare -- electrified transmission cables, set fires in telegraph offices, and 
produced Northern Lights so bright that people could read newspapers 
by their red and green glow. A recent report by the National 
Academy of Sciences found that if a similar storm occurred today, 
it could cause $1 to 2 trillion in damages to society's high-tech 
infrastructure and require four to ten years for complete recovery." 
(12)  
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This is more than a good reason for a really big headache and for 
mobilizing the world's best scientists in order to research and develop 
methods capable of shielding modern electronics from the effects of 
atmospheric radiation! Ken Vranich's observations and subsequent 
warnings regarding the decreasing reliability of semiconductor 
technology in the realm of avionics have been discussed earlier by 
experts of the US military, who fear that world-wide military operations 
could be dramatically endangered by an increasing dependence on ever 
more sophisticated electronic devices.  
 
In this sense, Major Scott W. Merkle, in a 1997 paper titled 'Non-
Nuclear EMP: Automating the Military May Prove a Real Threat' and 
which addresses the man-made causes of Electromagnetic Pulses 
(EMP), first describes the catastrophic consequences that the 'classic' 
scenario of the detonation of a high-altitude nuclear bomb, for example 
above Nebraska, would have, whose electromagnetic pulse would 
render each and every computerized circuit in the continental United 
States, southern Canada and northern Mexico, useless. In describing 
the effects, Merkle cites a 1982 writing of no less a man than Edward 
Teller, regarding heavy electromagnetic pulse radiation: 
 
    "Today there is almost universal dependence on electronic 
computers. They are used by first-graders as well as research 
engineers. Industry, communications, financial records, are all at stake 
here. In the event of heavy EMP radiation, I suspect it would be easier 
to enumerate the apparatus that would continue to function than 
the apparatus that would stop.“ (13)  
 
After revising the magnitude and probability of an EMP delivered by the 
detonation of a high-altitude nuclear bomb, which "could conceivably 
pulse us back to, shall we say, a simpler time when operations orders 
were done orally with a sandtable,“ Merkle proceeds to identify in 
general terms the threat coming from the development of advanced non-
nuclear EMP weapons which, he observes, has started off a new arms 
race. (Although existent at the time, pulsed, directed energy beam 
weapons like HAARP systems are not explicitly mentioned in this 
paper). Considering the ever growing dependence of the United States' 
military on technological progress, Merkle regards  the "pushing of the 
technology envelope" at all costs a serious problem, as "one burst of 
EMP" will render the most sophisticated equipment inoperable, stripping 
the high-tech infantry soldier of the 21st century naked and leaving him 
in the combat field without his "wondrous gadgets and gizmos“, to just 
name one example. Merkle thus concludes:   
 
    "Non-nuclear EMP has the potential to reduce the battlefield equation 
to very simple terms ... as the Joint Surveillance and Target Attack 
Radar System, All-Source Analysis System, and most other "high tech" 
intelligence connectivity systems will not be working.“ (14) 
 
Finally and with regard to the same concern, an assessment 
of 'Electromagnetic Pulse Threats to U.S. Expeditionary Operations in 
2010', written by US Air Force Major Colin R. Miller, comes to the 
conclusion that both, nuclear and non-nuclear electromagnetic pulse 
weapons "represent one of the most ominous threats to US National 
Security in the near term“. Miller subsequently suggests three types of 
counter-measures: Firstly, implementing specific protection or 'system-
hardening' of semiconductor devices at the manufacturer level, 
secondly, individual shielding of crucial, high-tech components against 
EMP, and thirdly, shielding larger environments against EMP:        
 
    "Shielding the environment is a cost-effective solution for EMP 
protection when a large number of essential electronic devices are 
collocated. An Air Operations Center (AOC) provides a good example. 
Incorporating a grounded metallic shield into the building structure 
and surge protecting power, communications, and antenna lines could 
protect an entire AOC from EMP. Mobile systems require a different 
means, such as a Faraday cage, which can protect individual 
components. A Faraday cage is simply a metallic mesh built around 
an electronic circuit (such as a fighter aircraft flight control computer) 
that protects it from EMP." (15) 
 
Given the magnitude and severity of the exponentially growing threat for 
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omnipresent, modern semiconductor technology (and thus modern 
civilization as we have known it) from nuclear and non-nuclear 
electromagnetic pulses, from both, natural and man-made sources as 
shown and documented in the paragraphs above, and connecting back 
with Uwe Behnken's statement we've mentioned at the beginning and 
which upholds a direct relation between the injection of toxic particles 
into the stratosphere and the protection of semiconductor technologies, 
let us put the whole concept of  'Solar Radiation Management' or 'Solar 
Radiance Engineering' as recently proposed by climate scientists, into a 
different perspective.  
 
Considering that the late Edward Teller, father of the Hydrogen Bomb 
and first-hand expert of the EMP effects that result upon their detonation 
in space, who in the late nineties and as mentioned earlier, doubted that 
global warming is anthropogenic (caused by humans) and who even 
questioned global warming as such, nevertheless suggested that the 
Earth needed a 'sunscreen', purpose for which he had a specific mixture 
of metals and chemicals developed at National Livermore Laboratories 
for the massive injection into the stratosphere to 'cool' the earth with 
a 'sheet of superfine, reflective mesh', the following questions / 
hypothesis arise for further, urgent investigation and research: 
 
1. Is 'Solar Radiation Management' or 'Solar Radiance Engineering' -- 
supposedly designed to mitigate the effects of global warming -- a 
smokescreen for the general world public behind which another 
objective is being pursued, that has nothing to do with 'global warming'? 
 
2. Has the massive blasting of metallic particles into the stratosphere 
been designed to create and uphold a permanent 'metallic shield' in the 
form of a 'superfine mesh' as suggested by Teller, to build the 
equivalent of a huge kind of 'Faraday Cage' over certain regions of the 
Earth in order to protect semiconductor technology from being rendered 
useless by major, natural or man-made, nuclear and/or non-nuclear, 
electromagnetic pulse events?  
 
3. Is the bringing-out and upholding of this superfine mesh of metallic 
particles coupled with HAARP technologies, and if so, in which way? 
 
4. Other than shielding technology, which military applications derive 
from a superfine mesh of metallic particles in the stratosphere, that have 
electrically-conductive properties?  
 
5. Considering that until now the vast part of experimental injection of 
particles into the stratosphere seems to have taken place above NATO 
countries (16), could it be derived from this that NATO is actively-
preemptively preparing for nuclear or non-nuclear electromagnetic pulse 
events?  
 
6. Are we seeing version 2.0 of the Manhattan Project, this time 
entrusted with the mission to develop a large-scale shield to fend off the 
devastating effects of Electromagnetic Pulses, employing thousands of 
scientists, experts, technicians, military and civil personnel without them 
knowing what purpose they are working for, by keeping information 
deliberately fragmented and separate?   
 
7. Is this the real reason why "geoengineering experiments shouldn't 
require global agreement" but be imposed on behalf of 'the advanced 
industrialized states of the world', as advocated by scholars of US Think 
Thanks that are not precisely known for their love for Mother Nature? 
 
From the countries of the Global South, from Latin America, from 
Venezuela, we call for a global investigation into these matters, for a 
global debate and for global, transparent and informed agreement with 
regard to alternative ways to protect technology, the environment, all 
forms of life on the planet and planet Earth as such! We say NO to 
whatever techniques that, for whatever reason, deliberately modify any 
of the geophysical subsystems of the Earth! We say NO to interfering 
with planet Earth's geophysical integrity!  
 
 
Notes 
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By Jutta Schmitt 
 
 
This week, from March 22nd  to March 26th, the 'Asilomar International 
Conference on Climate Intervention Technologies', hosted by the 
Climate Response Fund, is taking place in Pacific Grove, California-
USA, where scientists discuss possible means to counter-balance 
climate change and its impacts. The kind of measures proposed to 
mitigate climate change pertain to the realm of geo-engineering and 
climate intervention techniques, and are outlined in the Conference's 
working agenda.(1)  
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The agenda itself can best be described as an array of proposals 
for 'disaster management', aimed at 'moderating' global climate change. 
Listed among the various physical science aspects of climate 
intervention are experiments related to Solar Radiance Engineering, 
which respond to 'Solar Radiation Management' or the 'management of 
climate change in the stratosphere and above', which test 'the potential 
for aerosols in the troposphere or stratosphere to limit incoming solar 
radiation'. Under the specific approaches for Solar Radiation 
Management figure the stratospheric injection of sulfate or other 
materials with global or regional coverage, satellite deflection of solar 
radiation, cloud brightening on a global or regional scale by sea salt or 
dimethyl sulfide (DMS) injection, 'ocean brightening' as another means 
to deflect solar radiation, arctic intervention and specific regional 
intervention relating to hurricane modification and redirection of storms, 
among others.   
 
Hold on. - 'Spraying the stratosphere with sulfate or other materials'?!  -
'Hurricane modification and redirection of storms'?!  Until recently, 
suggesting that this kind of experiments were being considered in 
earnest by high level scientist panels or that they could already be going 
on as we speak, was denounced as the pathetic fantasies of global 
conspiracy theorists gone crazy! But now and as Copenhaguen went 
down the drain, all of a sudden we see the emergence of a Global 
Climate Crisis Management Team, ready to 'geo-engineer' us out of the 
mess.  
 
Let's take a closer look at the proposed 'innovative' techniques to 
deflect solar radiation, especially as they've already been put into 
operation for quite some time. Since years, former German Greenpeace 
activist Werner Altnickel, who obtained the German and European Solar 
Prize distinctions for his alternative solar energy projects implemented 
successfully in his hometown, Oldenburg, has referred to the already 
ongoing spraying of the stratosphere with sulfate or other materials as 
described in the Climate Response Fund's working agenda, in terms of 
a chemical crime committed right above our heads, clearly visible to the 
public in form of the so called Chemtrails and documented in thousands 
of videos and photos posted on thousands of websites on the World 
Wide Web. (2) Altnickel warns that spraying the stratosphere with 
chemicals and metals (polymers, fibers, cadmium, barium, aluminium, 
titanium, mercury, lead (3))  is not only a highly questionable 
technological attempt to contain and mitigate climate change effects, but 
also a means to manipulate the weather and to create inductive fields, 
of special interest for military purposes such as enhancement or 
interruption of communication technologies. The spraying has taken 
place ever since the beginning of the nineties, with intense and wide-
range Chemtrail spraying over North America and most of the Western 
European countries. Altnickel suspects that the US's retreat from the 
Kyoto Treaty under George W. Bush is in the first place due to the 
assumption that it is 'cheaper' for governments to spray the skies and 
more profitable for the companies that provide the logistics, technology 
and substances being sprayed, than implementing and actually sticking 
to regulations that effectively protect the environment. The 
environmental contamination as a result of the massive injection of 
chemicals and metals into the atmosphere and the subsequent dangers 
to public health by exposure to hazardous elements stand in stark 
contrast to the proposed 'mitigation of climate change effects'. For 
Altnickel, the only peaceful way that can lead to popular resistance 
against these contaminating and highly dangerous practices is making 
people aware of what is happening, furthering public knowledge and 
understanding of these phenomena with the help of the new 
communications technologies. 
 
It is worth to note that among the chief Science Advisors of the Climate 
Response Fund, host of the Asilomar International Conference on 
Climate Intervention Technologies, are Edward A. Frieman, Research 
Professor, Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics, University 
California, San Diego and Senior Vice President of Science and 
Technology at the Science Applications International Corporation 
(SAIC). (4) To our Venezuelan readers, Science Applications 
International Corporation is notoriously known and remembered as the 
Corporation which, by means of its subsidiary INTESA, owned and 
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managed the technological and electronic components of Venezuelas 
State Oil Company, PDVSA, and which oversaw and conducted the 
electronic sabotage and shutdown of the industry's 'electronic brain' 
during the events of 2002-2003 that have come to be known as the 
management lockout and sabotage of Venezuela's industrial heart. 
According to a research undertaken by Donald L. Barlett and James B. 
Steele in March 2007, (5) SAIC is a private company, one of the main 
government contractors in the US, with a workforce of 44000 people 
and a true record of 9000 active individual government contracts with 
annual revenues between 8 and 12 billion dollars. The main product of 
the company is brainpower and expertise to guarantee 'national 
security': 
 
„(...) SAIC is a body shop in the brain business. It sells human beings 
who have a particular expertise—expertise about weapons, about 
homeland security, about surveillance, about computer systems, 
about "information dominance" and "information warfare." If the C.I.A. 
needs an outside expert to quietly check whether its employees are 
using their computers for personal business, it calls on SAIC. If the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service needs new record-keeping 
software, it calls on SAIC. Indeed, SAIC is willing to provide expertise 
about almost anything at all, if there happens to be a government 
contract out there to pay for it—as there almost always is.“ (6) 
  
Given the brief background sketched above with regard to the possible 
military applications of Solar Radiance Engineering, it is disturbing to 
think that the very Senior Vice President of Science and Technology at 
the Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) is among the 
chief Science Advisors of the Climate Response Fund, which is hosting 
the Conference on Climate Intervention Technologies this week in 
Pacific Grove, California. The conference's commitment to take into 
consideration the social context of climate intervention, the international 
legal framework for climate intervention (ENMOD) as well as 'ethical 
principles' with regard to climate intervention technologies, does little to 
tranquilize the mind. And this is why the closing event of the conference 
will be a 'plenary discussion on climate change, public attitudes, the 
media, and insights on implications for public discourse on climate 
intervention / geoengineering', read a brainstorming effort to resolve the 
problem of how to spin-doctor the world public into accepting and 
approving the application of these messing-with-the-climate-disaster 
techniques.   
  
The upcoming World People's Conference on Climate Change and the 
Rights of Mother Earth to be held in Cochabamba, Bolivia (7) from April 
19th to 22nd, will definitely have to address the danger posed by this 
emerging 'Climate Change Management Lobby', which rather than fight 
the root causes of the problem seeks to mess with the disaster in 
multiple ways. The three basic postulates of the World People's 
Conference on Climate Change, that is, to determine and fight the 
structural causes of climate change, to live in harmony with nature and 
to recognize and establish the rights of Mother Earth, are fundamental 
pillars in what can be considered the only viable way to effectively 
respond to the threats to human survival. Recognizing that climate 
change is "a product of a model of life and development under the 
capitalist system that is premised on the supremacy of human beings 
over nature“, that it is necessary to "challenge the current system based 
on consumption, waste and the marketing of all aspects of life and 
nature", and thus demanding that the rights of Mother Earth be 
recognized and defended, is imperative to planetary survival. Messing 
around with the climate disaster and exploiting it for the sake of making 
profit from new climate intervention technologies and techniques, surely 
will pave the road to hell. The World People's Conference on Climate 
Change must stand up against climate intervention technologies, 
geoengineering and global environmental warfare. 
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(Video-Clip 2 de 11) 
 
 

(Video-Clip 3 de 11) 
 

...  
 
Notes  
 
(1) http://climateresponsefund.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=137&Itemid=81 
(2) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czde8N6zu0U(3) 
http://www.chemtrails-info.de/chemtrails/chemikalien.htm 
(4) http://climateresponsefund.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=51&Itemid=60 
(5) http://www.vanityfair.com/politics/features/2007/03/spyagency200703 
(6) Ibidem  
(7) http://pwccc.wordpress.com/ 
 
 

Posted by Jutta Schmitt at 10:37 PM   

11/20/09 

Alan Woods: No light bulb will shine, no wheel will 
move, without the kind permission of the workers 
of this world.  
                                                                                                                    
                                              By Jutta Schmitt 
 
 
Alan Woods held a meeting with workers and students last night 
(November 19) in the Faculty of Medicine at the University of The Andes 
in Merida, to talk about the systemic crisis of capitalism on a world wide 
scale. Alan observed, that ironically and as the world's ruling classes 
are celebrating 20 years of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the demise of 
the Soviet Union, we are witnessing the renaissance of the ideas of 
scientific socialism as a historic necessity, and are experiencing 
concrete efforts to establish a socialist alternative to capitalist society 
here in Latin America, especially in Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia, 
reason for which these countries are being targeted for "regime 
change".                                                                                                      
                                          
 
 
Given this context, Alan spoke about the urgent necessity for the 
working people to organise themselves in order to defend their class 
interests and exercise true popular power. He insisted that more than 
anything else, even than the external threat coming from the installation 
of seven US military bases in Colombia, the biggest menace for the fate 
and future of the Bolivarian Revolution comes from within, from what he 
calls the Fifth Column which operates from within the government and 
the State apparatus.  
 
 
It is against this Fifth Column that the fight has to be directed in the first 
place, by means of the systematic, disciplined and solidaric self-
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organization of the working people who are the true forgers of socialism 
and who have to take consciousness of the invincible power they hold, 
not only in Venezuela but on a world scale. No light bulb will shine, no 
wheel will move, without the kind permission of the workers of this 
world, Alan reminded the audience. Thus, armed with class 
consciousness and organization, the Venezuelan working people have 
to take up the fight against the internal adversary, whilst the external 
threat to the Bolivarian Revolution has to be confronted by setting up 
armed people's militias. 
 
 
The meeting had been organized by Eduardo Molina, Leonardo Badell, 
Ali Quero, Luis Regalado, Edwin Aguirre, Rafael Díaz and other 
members of the Marxist Revolutionary Current (CMR) of Mérida, was 
well attended and Alan's comments and suggestions were received with 
enthusiastic applause. The debate in the aftermath of Alan's speech 
gave way to an immediate initiative for effective organization among 
workers and students of the University of The Andes. Gerardo Sosa, 
general secretary of the University of The Andes Workers' Trade Union 
(SOULA), asked Alan to serve as a personal contact for international 
solidarity with similar organizations in Great Britain and Europe and 
thanked him for his inspirational speech.  
 

 
Alan speaking to workers and students 

 
 

 
Audience listening to Alan's suggestions 

 
 

 
Prof. Franz J. T. Lee among the audience 

 
 

Page 11 of 20Spreading Emancipatory Consciousness

4/13/2010http://english-juttaschmitt.blogspot.com/



 
Alan, Jutta, Franz, Eduardo, Leo, Edwin 
and other members of the CMR-Mérida 

Posted by Jutta Schmitt at 2:17 PM   

9/14/09 

International Financial Crisis and End of the Dollar 
Hegemony: United States versus ALBA  
                                                                                                                    
                                                   International Financial Crisis and 
End of the Dollar Hegemony: 
United States versus ALBA 
 
By: Jutta Schmitt 
 
The truth now is: “He who prints the money makes the rules”-- at least 
for the time being. (...) The goals are (...): compel foreign countries to 
produce and subsidize the country with military superiority and control 
over the monetary printing presses.          -  Ron Paul 
 
                                                                                                                    
                         
  
In November last year, at the third extraordinary Summit of Heads of 
State and Government of the Bolivarian Alternative for the Peoples of 
Our America (ALBA) - Peoples' Trade Agreement (TCP), the presidents 
came together with the intention to confront the crisis of the global 
capitalist system. Considering the volatility of the international financial 
system, the untenable situation of the capitalist model with its 
destructive logic, and the absence of proposals and categorical 
measures by the big global power centers in order to confront the crisis, 
the presidents of the ALBA member States shared the opinion that the 
international financial system cannot simply be re-founded but has to be 
replaced by a different one, based on solidarity, stability, ecological 
sustainability and social justice. The Heads of State concurred with 
each other in that the countries of our region, if their response to the 
crisis intends to be efficient, definitely have to break lose and protect 
themselves from the grip of transnational capital so as to be able to take 
a different direction that does not make them dependent on the eroded 
international economic and financial system, nor on the US dollar 
hegemony, artificially maintained and literally imposed by force. To this 
effect, they agreed on creating a Latin American monetary zone that 
would, in its first phase, comprise the ALBA member States and it was 
further detailed that the monetary zone would count with a Chamber for 
the Compensation of Payments and a Stabilization and Reserve Fund, 
financed by the contributions of its member States. What concerns the 
economic policies of the future Latin American monetary and economic 
zone, the Heads of State agreed on the implementation of an expansive 
policy of demand stimulation, Keynesian in nature, promoting 
investments to further the development of complementary economic 
activities. (1) 
                                                                                                                    
                                              Furthermore, the presidents agreed that 
the Latin American monetary zone would issue its own currency, 
the 'Unified System of Regional Compensation' or Sucre, in order to 
gain independence from the international financial markets and to break 
with the eternal dependency on the US Dollar as the main currency for 
trade and financial transactions, prevalent up to now in the trade 
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relations between our Latin American countries.(2) The financial 
operations with the new currency are expected to begin next year, and 
there is trust that the ALBA member States can count on this instrument 
from the very 1st of January 2010 on.(3) Therewith, an extremely 
important step will be taken on the road to the necessary dismantlement 
of the present international economic and financial system which 
remains characterized by the hegemony of the US Dollar, enabling the 
United States to import goods and services from all over the world in 
exchange of a printed piece of green paper which is practically 
worthless.   
  
The fact that the dollar today has no other real value than the value of 
the paper its printed on, makes the continuity of its world hegemony a 
matter of life and death for the United States of America. In a 
condensed overview of the history of the rise and fall of the US dollar, it 
is pertinent to remind the reader that after the Second World War the 
North American economy was the most powerful and solid of the entire 
world. It had enormous capacities of exportation and credit, which 
allowed it to finance the reconstruction of Western Europe through the 
famous Marshall Plan, in view of fostering a future European market to 
absorb US exports and investments, as well as containing the possible 
influence of the Soviet Union in Western Europe. The US Dollar 
transformed itself into the world's unchallenged, leading reserve 
currency, within the framework of the Bretton Woods international 
monetary system under the gold-exchange-standard. The Dollar figured 
as the anchor or reserve currency, convertible in gold, and fixed 
exchange rates were established between the different international 
currencies.  
 
However, the growing trade deficit of the United States, combined with 
an inflationary monetary policy, especially during the Vietnam War, lead 
to the collapse of the Dollar's convertibility in gold, which ended with its 
unilateral suspension by the Nixon administration in 1973. Therewith, 
the original Bretton Woods system had collapsed and the dollar suffered 
a sensitive decline as international reserve currency, although it did not 
really get challenged by other currencies at that moment, given the 
absence of a sufficiently strong competitor who could have occupied 
this position. The breakdown of the Bretton Woods system lead to the 
devaluation of the dollar and thus caused a decrease of revenues from 
oil for the OPEC countries, as oil was priced in dollars only. This fact, in 
addition to the 1973 Jom Kippur war in the Middle East, lead to the rise 
of oil prices and the oil crisis of 1973/74, which, in turn, generated the 
phenomenon known as the 'recycling of petro-dollars' that ended up in 
strengthening once more the position of the US dollar. In the absence of 
an alternative international reserve currency or the existence of a petro-
currency basket, the dollar got 'anchored' to oil in a kind of 'oil-standard', 
which enabled it to perpetuate itself, in spite of the enormous and 
growing balance of payments deficit of the US, as the primary 
international reserve currency and the only petro-currency, practically 
until our days. This panorama only had begun to change with the rise, at 
the beginning of the new millennium, of a strongly competing 
international reserve currency, the euro, and the displacement of the 
world economic center from North America to Europe and Asia. Today, 
with the collapse of the international financial system and the 
generalized capitalist crisis, the panorama looks troubling for the US 
dollar. 
  
Until now, two main factors have helped sustain the privileged position 
of the dollar in the world: Firstly, the capital flows towards the United 
States as a result of the re-investment, in the United States, of the 
commercial surpluses obtained by nations and investors through their 
trade with the US. Secondly, the exclusive pricing, on a world wide 
scale, of oil transactions in US dollars, being this factor of vital 
importance to the United States for guaranteeing the perpetuation of 
their currency as the leading and indispensable international reserve 
currency. This allows the US to continue to encumber itself with debts 
denominated in their own currency, for which the US holds the exclusive 
printing monopoly. This means that the Federal Reserve has printed 
and continues to print dollars in the quantity and at the time it deems 
necessary, practically without restrictions, apart from the capacity and 
will of others to absorb them on a global scale, and the inflationary 
pressure generated by this on the domestic as well as international 
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level. As if this were not enough, the immense capital flows towards the 
United States from abroad not only have financed its trade and balance 
of payments deficits, but, and perversely so, also the costs of its military 
spending which are the highest of the planet. This is how, on the one 
hand and given the astronomical costs of its military spending, US 
military supremacy would come down like a house of cards if the dollar 
would lose its role as the world's leading reserve and petro-currency; 
and on the other hand, it is the same US military supremacy by virtue of 
which the United States have been able to defend, in a 'preemptive' 
manner, their currency and its privileged position in the world on which 
the whole deficit-existence of the United States of America has 
comfortably rested until now.  
  
In the words of US congressman, Ron Paul: 
  
            "Ironically, dollar superiority depends on our strong military, and 
our strong military depends on the dollar.  As long as foreign recipients 
take our dollars for real goods and are willing to finance our extravagant 
consumption and militarism, the status quo will continue regardless of 
how huge our foreign debt and current account deficit become." (4) 
  
The price that a part of the world had to pay so that this perverse 
system would maintain itself intact, has expressed itself in pressures, 
coercion, threats, aggression wars, military coups and destabilizing 
operations, especially in the cases of those countries which, in one way 
or the other, have tried to establish another kind of financial framework 
which could have led, eventually, to the demise of the dollar hegemony. 
Remember the case of Iraq with the decision of Saddam Hussein, in 
November of the year 2000, to shift Iraq's international reserves from 
the dollar to the euro and to price the sale of Iraqi oil in euros; situation 
which was immediately reverted by the North American invaders once 
Iraq had been attacked and occupied in 2003. There is the case of the 
continuous threats against the Islamic Republic of Iran, a country which 
in the year 2002 began to shift a big part of its international currency 
reserves from dollars to euros and which launched the project of an 
Iranian Oil Bourse to be set up on the island of Kish, which would price 
the sale of Iranian oil in euros and other currencies with exception of the 
dollar. The project was postponed various times for unknown reasons 
until the Iranian Oil Bourse finally opened its operations in February last 
year.(5) And then, there is the notorious case of our Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela, victim of a military coup in the year 2002 and since then, 
of continuous destabilization operations which point to an eventual 
direct military intervention by the US Armed Forces, from Colombian 
territory; not only because of the appetite the government of the United 
States has for the natural and energy resources of Venezuela and the 
region, but also because president Hugo Chávez has pronounced 
himself in the past in favour of the pricing of Venezuelan oil in euros and 
other currencies, and also has traded certain amounts of Venezuelan oil 
for its respective equivalent in goods and services with other countries 
of the region, thus avoiding the use of the US dollar in inter-regional 
trade transactions. Russia and China, which holds the world's largest 
dollar reserves, have long considered that the dollar does not fulfill a 
meaningful role as the leading reserve currency and have proposed, at 
the last summit of the G-8 in July this year, that a new, supra-national 
unitary currency be implemented world-wide, based on a mixture of 
regional reserve currencies and considered to be indispensable to 
overcome the abysmal crisis of the international financial system.  
 
The price that ultimately had to be payed for the artificial maintenance of 
the dollar hegemony on a global scale, has been the very collapse of 
the international financial system, payed, as always and naturally, by 
the workers of this world, who do not only see the future of the present 
generation of workers compromised, but that of many generations to 
come. Even the United Nations seem to have woken up, given that the 
recently published annual report of the United Nations Conference for 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) of the year 2009, suggests the 
replacement of the US dollar by a new, leading world currency. (6) And 
while a chorus of ever stronger voices is beginning to be heard, claiming 
for a new international financial order, our ALBA member countries, 
confident in their own strength, will and potentiality, are taking the first 
concrete steps in order to not only detach themselves from the dollar 
hegemony but to establish the parameters of a new kind of mutually 
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beneficial and complementary trade relations. It is in this context that we 
can better understand why Latin America, at this moment and apart 
from its natural and energy resources being coveted by the global 
power centers, adopts special importance for the United States. A 
regional alliance like ALBA, with its own currency for trade and financial 
transactions, constitutes doubtlessly another nail in the coffin of dollar 
hegemony. This is at least one of the reasons for which, in the near 
future, the government of the United States will be pointing its guns 
against us, from Colombian territory.  
  
 
Notes 
 
(1) http://www.alternativabolivariana.org/modules.php?
name=News&file=article&sid=3730 
(2) ibidem. 
(3) http://www.alternativabolivariana.org/modules.php?
name=News&file=article&sid=5107 
(4) Hon. Ron Paul of Texas Before the U.S. House of Representatives, 
February 15, 2006; 
http://www.house.gov/paul/congrec/congrec2006/cr021506.htm 
(5) Oil Bourse Opens in Kish; http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.php?
nn=8611290655 
(6) http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Webflyer.asp?
intItemID=1397&docID=11867  
  

Posted by Jutta Schmitt at 7:24 PM   
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Preparing the ground for military aggression 
against Venezuela and Latin America: The Big Lie 
Strategy in operation  
                                                                                                                    
Preparing the ground for military aggression  
against Venezuela and Latin America: 
The Big Lie Strategy in operation 
 
By Jutta Schmitt 
 
All men can see these tactics whereby I conquer,  
but what none can see is the strategy out of which victory is evolved. 
 
                                                                Sun Tzu 
 
It is surprising and dismaying that the world’s only superpower does 
not have a unified political-military strategy and a multidimensional  
inter-agency organizational structure to confront Chavez’s challenge.  
It is time to make substantive changes to deal better with irregular  
contemporary conflict. 
                                                                Max G. Manwaring 
 
In a previous article  we showed the relation that exists between the US 
Defense Department's most recent war doctrines and the 'Theory of the 
New Wars', an ideological construction originating from the realm of 
European academia developed at the beginning of the new millennium, 
which is nothing else but the 'moral' justification of the aggression wars 
and countless interferences all over the world of the European and 
North American ruling classes, in pursuit of their respective geo-
strategic interests and global expansion. All the military doctrines, 
security strategies and political ideologies emanating from the global 
power centers have a common denominator: they are fully inscribed in 
the justification and defense of an economic, political and social order 
that is unsustainable and unjustifiable and the continuance of which, 
over time, has turned into a human security and survival problem on a 
planetary scale: capitalism. In order to justify the unjustifiable, we see 
the recycling and massive dissemination of myths that are profoundly 
rooted in the minds of millions of people who have been victims, since 
centuries, of mind control which adopts the most variegated forms. The 
main message that has been transmitted through these myths, 
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especially in the past two decades, is to equate capitalism with the 
highest possible degree of human civilization, rejecting any search for 
an alternative as 'obsolete', 'anachronistic' and 'pre-modern'.    
 
Who wants to break away from the established parameters and dares to 
take different ways than those prescribed by capitalist globalization has 
to confront an avalanche of obstacles, threats, covert and overt 
interventions as well as campaigns of defamation and ridicule. Any 
country or group of countries that does not stick to the rules and 
interferes with the interests of the global power centers, will be 
subjected to destabilization operations and is then declared a 'failed 
State' or 'crisis region' that merits military invasion in the name of 
the 'security' of the 'international democratic community' (the West).  
 
Given this background it is troublesome to see how an encirclement is 
closing down on Venezuela and also on the countries that constitute the 
Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), a proposal 
for Latin American integration which does not respond to the interests of 
big international capital. We are witnessing at this moment how the first 
step of an escalation is being executed that may well lead to an 
eventual military confrontation between the US-Colombian armed forces 
and those of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, as well as other 
countries of our region. It is sufficient to take a look at the strategic 
locations of the seven North American military bases that will be set up 
shortly on Colombian territory and at the full spectrum of marine, air 
force, army and special forces components which will operate from 
there, so as to realize that the projection of US military force from 
Colombia exceeds by far the supposed 'war against drugs' and clearly 
points towards control and vigilance of the whole of South America. 
Given that Colombia shamefully and literally is transforming itself into a 
US aircraft carrier for operations in Latin America, within short notice we 
will directly share boundaries with a nation the governments of which we 
can qualify, without hesitation, as the most interventionist and criminal 
of the world. (In the words of George H.W. Bush: If the North American 
people knew what we have done, they would string us up from the lamp 
posts.) The reasons for the deployment of US military forces on 
Colombian territory constitute  a kind of layered rings of lies. 
The 'official' reason, the 'war against drugs', makes for the necessary 
background from which the destabilization operations against 
Venezuela and the ALBA countries will be staged, whereas the 
unofficial reason is expressed in the US military's 'strategic studies', in 
itself a set of clever distorsions to justify the one and only REAL reason: 
the open military defense of North American interests and of the 
continuity of the rules of the game of globalization in the region.   
 
In one of these strategic studies concerning US security and defense 
matters in Latin America, entitled: 'Latin America's New Security Reality: 
Irregular Assymetric Conflict and Hugo Chávez'(1), Max G. Manwaring, 
professor for Military Strategy at the U.S. Army War College, presents 
president Chávez of Venezuela as an individual 'possessed' by Simon 
Bolívar's dream, pushing forward an agenda of open confrontation with 
the objective to conquer revolutionary power in the whole region, reason 
for which he is considered to be a national security threat to North 
America. The writing, published in August 2007, is a follow-up and 
deepening of an earlier study by the same author from the year 2005, 
entitled: Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez, Bolivarian Socialism, and 
Asymmetric Warfare, made public in Venezuela at the time by Eva 
Golinger.(2) The reading is sobering and gives us an idea of what will 
expect us if we do not prepare a timely response that goes beyond 
some mere declarations of protest on paper.  
 
In his second writing about the alleged threat posed by Chávez, 
Manwaring, in line with the Theory of the New Wars and as if he wanted 
to discard from the beginning any doubts about the peaceful and 
defensive character of the United States of America, introduces his 
study with the categorical assertion that "war no longer exists".(3) 
Precising this assertion and citing the British military strategist General 
Rupert Smith from his writing: 'The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the 
Modern World', the author tells us that war as a confrontation between 
Nation States conceived of as a massive military event which decides 
over international disputes, has disappeared from the scene and has 
been replaced by 'wars among peoples' that involve a kind of 
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combatants who are not necessarily soldiers or armies. (4) 
 
Going into the detailed description of what he calls the 'hard facts' of 
this 'new paradigm of war', Manwaring points out that today's' 
combatants, rather than armies, tend to be "small groups of armed 
soldiers who are not necessarily uniformed, not necessarily all male but 
also female, and not necessarily all adults but also children."(5) Implicit 
in this statement  lies a kind of 'technical-tactical' justification for the 
indiscriminate assassination of civilians as effectively has happened in 
the first two aggression wars of the 21st Century, undertaken by the 
government of the United States of America against Afghanistan and 
Iraq, in which civilians have been and continue to be massacred 
indiscriminately, with total impunity and on a large scale in a manner 
that is reminiscent of an expedition of collective punishment. The 
second 'hard fact' of this new paradigm according to Manwaring/Smith 
postulates that these small groups of combatants "tend to be 
interspersed among ordinary people and have no permanent locations 
and no identity to differentiate them clearly from the rest of a given civil 
population". (6) Implicit in this second 'hard fact' lies the technical-
tactical justification of the deliberate and indiscriminate bombing of 
civilian infrastructure like schools, hospitals, water reservoirs, electricity 
plants, and even centers of religious gatherings and densely populated 
poor quarters, as has effectively happened in the same aggression wars 
we just mentioned.  
 
In addition, the author points out that contemporary conflict is being 
conducted on four interrelated levels, in a hierarchic top-down structure 
from the political, strategic, operational to the tactical level, what seems 
at first sight no different from the classical definition of war by Von 
Clausewitz according to which war is the continuation of politics by other 
means. However, and according to Manwaring/Smith, "contemporary 
conflict is now lengthy and evolves through two or three or more 
noncoercive organizational stages before serious coercion and 
confrontation come into play", being the military operations "only one of 
the many instruments of power employed by the combatants" (7). 
To "evolve through two or three or more noncoercive organizational 
stages" before entering direct confrontation could be translated, in the 
language of the now extinct international law, as a crime against peace, 
as is the planning, preparation and carrying out of an aggression war, 
such as the government of the United States has waged against 
Afghanistan and Iraq under the pretext of the 'war against terrorism', 
bidding farewell to international law and laying down the de-facto basis 
for the club-law or "New Wars" of the 21st Century. Certainly and in our 
latitudes, the recent coup in Honduras, followed by the agreement of the 
Colombian and North American governments on facilitating the use of 
seven military bases for the US on Colombian territory, in addition to the 
uncountable acts of open provocation against the governments of 
Bolivia, Ecuador and Venezuela in the past months and years, give the 
impression that we are witnessing "two or three or more noncoercive 
organizational stages" before the government of the United States, in 
alliance with the Colombian ruling class and other ruling elites in the 
region that may offer themselves for the purpose, passes on to direct 
military confrontation with one or more of our Latin American countries.  
 
Then, Manwaring proceeds to point out the 'transnational character' of 
modern conflict in which combatants hide in border regions and other 
countries' territories from where they stage their operations (which turns 
out to be quite a convenient 'hard fact' if, from one of the global power 
centers like the United States or Europe, one plays the card of 
destabilization and intervention of a nation or region). The author 
concludes the review of the essential elements of the new paradigm of 
war with the observation that the major military and nonmilitary battles in 
modern conflict take place among the people and if reported, become 
media events that may or may not reflect the reality on the ground. 
Here, of course, one cannot but think of the dictatorship of the 
international media that works hand in hand with the US military-
industrial complex and sells us information that serves their strategical 
objectives. Finally, the author emphasizes that all means employed in 
this kind of conflict are "intended to capture the imaginations of the 
people and the will of their leaders, thereby winning a trial of moral (not 
military) strength" and that "the struggle is total, in that it gives the 
winner absolute power to control or replace an entire existing 
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government or other symbol of power". (8) Apart from the concept and 
practice of 'regime change' pushed forward by the government of the 
United States where it deems it necessary, and its battle to "win hearts 
and minds", what comes to mind here is the concept and practice of 
the 'de-territorialization' of war, which, according to the Theory of the 
New Wars and its postulate of 'military humanism', bestows on 
the 'civilized nations' (United States and Europe) not only the self-
proclaimed 'right', but even the obligation to intervene in conflict 
zones 'for the sake of their populations' and 'in the name of human 
rights', concept that goes hand in hand with that of a 'limited 
sovereignty' and of 'military export of stability'.   
 
After enumerating the 'hard facts' we just mentioned and commented, 
as essential characteristics of the new paradigm of war according to a 
writing of British general Rupert Smith, Manwaring, in a sudden and 
grotesque twist, ascribes these to president Hugo Chávez as if he were 
the intellectual author of this paradigm, besides other doctrines of war:  
 
    "These are the principal characteristics of what President Hugo 
Chavez of Venezuela now calls “4th Generation War” 
(4GW), “Asymmetric War,” “Guerra de todo el pueblo (“War of all the 
People,” “People’s War,” or “War Among Peoples”). President Chavez 
asserts that this type of conflict has virtually unlimited possibilities for 
a “Super Insurgency” against the United States in the 21st century. It 
appears that Chavez’s revolutionary (Bolivarian) ideas are developing 
and maturing, and that he and Venezuela, at a minimum, are 
developing the conceptual and physical capabilities to challenge the 
status quo in the Americas. This challenge is straightforward and is 
being translated into a constant, subtle, ambiguous struggle for power 
that is beginning to insinuate itself into political life in much of the 
Western Hemisphere." (9) 
     
This maneuver clearly reveals the political-ideological, strategic-military 
background of the matrix of public opinion generated on a global scale 
with the complicity of the dictatorship of the international media, to 
justify an eventual aggression war against the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, matrix that has already been successfully tested in the case 
of Afghanistan and Iraq: To present the country or government who will 
be attacked as the aggressor, according to an old technique called Big 
Lie Strategy, a term coined by Adolf Hitler in his autobiography, "Mein 
Kampf" (1925). The term refers to a lie of such proportions that nobody 
ever would suspect that anyone could be so imprudent as to distort the 
truth in such an infamous manner:  
 
    "[...]in the big lie there is always a certain force of credibility; because 
the broad masses of a nation are always more easily corrupted in the 
deeper strata of their emotional nature than consciously or voluntarily; 
and thus in the primitive simplicity of their minds they more readily fall 
victims to the big lie than the small lie, since they themselves often tell 
small lies in little matters but would be ashamed to resort to large-scale 
falsehoods. It would never come into their heads to fabricate colossal 
untruths, and they would not believe that others could have the 
impudence to distort the truth so infamously. Even though the facts 
which prove this to be so may be brought clearly to their minds, they will 
still doubt and waver and will continue to think that there may be some 
other explanation. For the grossly impudent lie always leaves traces 
behind it, even after it has been nailed down, a fact which is known to all 
expert liars in this world and to all who conspire together in the art of 
lying." (10) 
 
Considering the countless assaults against other governments and 
peoples of this world by the governments of the United States in the 
past and present, it is troublesome when a North American military 
strategist from the Strategic Studies Institute of the US Army War 
College asserts that president Chávez is "encouraging his Venezuelan 
and other followers to pursue a confrontational, populist, and 
nationalistic agenda" by means of implementing a "totalitarian 
democracy" (in reference to the direct, participatory and protagonist 
democracy or 'government of, by and for the people' as proposed by 
Lincoln), and accuses Chávez of wanting to destroy North American 
hegemony by means of conducting an irregular Fourth-Generation 
War “Super Insurgency”. (11) Such an assertion announces bad things 
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to come.      
 
We don't want to conclude our observations without mentioning some 
other pieces of lie and propaganda like that of Ray Walser, Heritage 
Foundation's political analyst for Latin America (12) who, in his "Four 
concerns about Venezuelan president Hugo Chávez", holds that the 
latter, first, provides material assistance and sanctuary to the FARC, 
second, allows individuals operating for Hezbollah to work under 
Venezuelan diplomatic cover, third, hinders anti-drug efforts in the 
region and fourth, denies democratic opportunity to the opposition and 
opposes democratic government,(13), lies that Walser recycles in his 
articles. Not to mention the notorious Otto Reich, who recently shot his 
ammunition from the pages of the Foreign Policy Magazine, in a master 
piece of distortion and bellicose propaganda, entitled: 'Chávez’s Covert 
War: Obama needs to call Venezuela’s president what he is: a terrorist 
and a drug-trafficker', and in which Reich details what the title promises: 
infamous falsehoods. In this piece of provocation, Reich portrays 
president Chávez as a coward who only points his guns at his own, 
defenseless citizens and who does not have the guts to fight openly in 
the international arena:  
 
    "Chávez has only ever pointed his guns at defenseless Venezuelan 
civilians. Bullies like him do not forewarn their intended victims. He does 
not fight openly, preferring to intervene covertly -- either directly or 
through his regional "anti-imperialist" alliance, the Bolivarian Alternative 
for the Americas (ALBA), a collection of the highest-decibel, lowest 
performing leaders in the region, from countries including Cuba, Bolivia, 
Nicaragua, Ecuador, and, until June, Honduras." (14) 
 
This is what best illustrates the objective of this co-ordinated avalanche 
of propaganda and provocation that has been flowing from the pens of 
military strategists, political analysts, ex State officials, columnists and 
journalists, all inscribed in the Big Lie Strategy. It therefore is imperative 
for us to study, know and debate this kind of propaganda,  its historical 
precedents, its current context, the mental configuration of its promoters 
and its effects on the population in order to counter it effectively.   
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