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Ecological Restoration International (SER) issued a
position statement on global climate change during
its joint conference with the Ecological Society of
America (ESA) “Ecological Restoration in a
Changing World” held recently in San Jose, CA.
The SER position statement was endorsed by the
ESA governing board. An estimated 4,500 people
attended the meeting.
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The position statement calls attention
to the vital role played by terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems in
supporting humanity, and the need to
protect and restore these habitats in
order to mitigate global climate
change and its effects. The
overwhelming scientific consensus is
that climate change is a real threat
that requires immediate action.
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Global Warming May Warrant New Approaches
To Ecosystem Restoration (June 15, 2006) —
Ecosystems behave in unpredictable ways and,
because of this, restoration ecologists are often
faced with unforeseen challenges. Researchers, in
arecent article published in Restoration Ecology, ...
> read more

“The loss of vital ecosystem functions
and services reduces biological
resilience and adaptability, further
increasing our vulnerability to the
adverse impacts of global climate
change,” said Keith Bowers, outgoing
Chair of SER. “Ecological restoration
is a critical tool in addressing global
climate change, enhancing the extent
and functioning of carbon sinks as
well as reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”

Children At Increased Risk From
Effects Of Global Climate Change,
Report Says (Nov. 1, 2007) — There is
broad scientific consensus that the earth's
climate is warming, the process is accelerating, and
that human activities are very likely the main cause.
Children are often most vulnerable to ... > read
more

“SER strongly urges local, regional, and national governments,
international development banks and non-governmental
organizations as well as private institutions to plan, finance, and
coordinate ecological restoration projects and programs as part
of a comprehensive global strategy for mitigating climate
change and its effects,” said the SER statement. Accordingly,
“...developed nations should actively support restoration
programs throughout the world by providing financial support,
sharing technology and committing expertise.”

Adapting Local Ecosystems Can Soften Impact
Of Global Climate Change (Feb. 17, 2008) —
"Think globally, act locally" makes for a nice bumper
sticker -- but is it an effective policy for coping with
global climate change? The short answer is "no,"

. . according to the Intergovernmental ... >read more
“Unless checked, global climate change will destroy people,

places, and life as we know it. Ecological restoration offers
hope in two key areas: by reconnecting fragmented
ecosystems allowing animals and plants to migrate in response
to such change; and, by capturing carbon through the
restoration of forests, peat-forming wetlands, and other
ecosystems that act as carbon sinks,” said George Gann,
incoming Chair of SER. “Protecting what we have is still
important, but no longer sufficient,” added Jim Harris, SER’s
Science and Policy Working Group Chair.

Counting Sheep In Climate Change Predictions
(June 2, 2009) — Climate change can have
devastating effects on endangered species, but new
mathematical models may be able to aid
conservation of a population of bighorn ...
more

> read

WIREs: A New Approach to Understanding
Climate Change (Jan. 11, 2010) — Climate change
is a phenomenon that extends far beyond science,
with fundamental implications for economics,
politics, sociology and environmental ethics. Itis a
phenomenon that changes how people ... > read
more

SER statement

The overwhelming scientific consensus is that global climate
change is a real and immediate threat that requires action.
Defined as an intentional activity that initiates or accelerates the

recovery of an ecosystem with respect to its functions, integrity, ~Ads by Google
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Humanity depends upon the services provided by ecosystems.
These services include products such as food and timber,
regulating services such as carbon sequestration, disease
control, and flood protection, and cultural benefits, such as
places to recreate. As an example of a regulating service,
forests remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and
sequester it in their biomass, thereby capturing a gas that
contributes to global climate change. In order to continue to
obtain ecosystem services, terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems
need to be protected and, where possible, restored.
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restoration projects and programs as part of a comprehensive Join Paul Horton online to Copyright Reuters 2008. See Restrictions.
global strategy for mitigating climate change and its effects. develop your own action plan.
www.sustainabilityprofessionals.org L
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