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Bill Grows Into Category 4 Hurricane

By DAVID FISCHER
AP
posted: 25 MINUTES AGO
comments: 620
filed under: Hurricane News, Weather News, World News
| PRINTE-MAILMORE
Text SizeAAA
MIAMI (Aug. 19) — Hurricane Bill became a dangerous Category 4 storm with top sustained winds
near 135 mph early Wednesday, and forecasters said it could get even stronger as it howls over the
open Atlantic.
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Hurricane Bill, above on Wednesday, could grow even stronger in the

coming days.

The National Hurricane Center said people in the Leeward Islands should monitor Bill's progress,
though the core of the storm was expected to pass well to the northeast of the islands late Wednesday
and early Thursday.

"The wind sheer is light and the waters are warm," Todd Kimberlain, a forecaster at the center, said
Tuesday. "Those are two essential ingredients not just for the formation, but also the maintenance, of
hurricanes."”

Early Wednesday, Bill was centered about 460 miles east of the Leeward Islands and moving west-
northwest near 16 mph.

The most significant threat could be to Bermuda, which the storm could pass in three or four days,
Kimberlain said. But it also could move directly between Bermuda and the eastern coast of the U.S.
without making landfall.

Either way, people near the coast can expect wave swells and rip currents in the next few days,
Kimberlain said.

Major Atlantic Hurricanes
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Vincent Laforet, Getty Images 13 photos

Much of New Orleans was under water in 2005 after Hurricane Katrina came
through as a Category 3 storm in August. It left behind $75 billion worth of
damage and killed some 1,200 people.

(Note: Please disable your pop-up blocker)

Meanwhile, people in flood-prone Haiti and the Dominican Republic awoke to good news Tuesday as
it appeared Ana, the first named storm of the Atlantic season, had largely spared their shared island.
The two countries that share the island of Hispaniola are vulnerable to storms, with many
impoverished people clustered along rivers, but there were no reports of major damage from the
remnants of Tropical Storm Ana. The system had been downgraded to a tropical depression and then
largely dissipated before reaching Haiti and the Dominican Republic, but its rains were still
considered a potential threat.

Forecasters had revised their Atlantic hurricane season predictions for this season after the first two
months passed without any named storms developing.
Associated Press writer Jonathan M. Katz in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, contributed to this report.
Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. The information contained in the AP news report may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or otherwise distributed without the prior written authority of The
Associated Press. Active hyperlinks have been inserted by AOL.
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