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Israel Makes Waves by Simulating an 
Earthquake
  
by Avraham Zuroff

Follow Israel news on  and .
 

(IsraelNN.com) The Seismologic Division of the Ministry of National 
Infrastructure's Geophysical Institute will attempt to simulate an earthquake in 
the southern Negev on Thursday. The experiment, financed by the U.S. 
Defense Department, is a joint project with the University of Hawaii and is part 
of a scientific project intended to improve seismological and acoustic readings 
in Israel and its environs, up to a 1,000 km/621 mile radius.

The experiment intends to 
improve the understanding 
of sound waves in the 
atmosphere. Scientists will 
then be able to fine-tune 
Israel’s seismological 
equipment to give advance 
warning of earthquakes. 
Measurements will also be 
taken in other countries, 
including Cyprus, Greece, 
France, and Germany.

Israel will create a 
controlled explosion of 80 
tons of explosive material, 
which will simulate the 
intensity of a tremor after 
an earthquake of 
Magnitude 3. Natural earthquakes of a similar intensity occur in the Middle East 
region about once a week, without the public feeling them.

Israel Related
50,000 abortions in 
Israel annually 
Efrat: 25,000 Jewish 
children saved in 30 
years

Pro-life? Pro-Israel? 
Help bring Jewish babies 
to Israel!

Simple to 
Remember.com 
Explore Judaism online 
with MP3s, Articles & 
Videos all free! 

Israel Charities

Home News News Briefs Opinion Judaism Features Blogs Forums
Radio Live TV Jukebox Israel Pics Services Shop RSS Israel Hotels

  Heb Fr RusReal Estate Travel Health Education Made In Israel Cartoon Weather Chill Zone Videos

Page 1 of 3Israel Makes Waves by Simulating an Earthquake - Inside Israel - Israel News - Israel Nat...

8/26/2009http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133083



View All Comments

Hadas Shalit 
Begins Army 
Service while 
Brother Remains 
Captive

 
 

Courtesy, U.S. Geological Survey

The results from the experiment will be available to the entire scientific 
community and is expected to make an additional contribution to scientific 
research of sound waves in the atmosphere and earthquakes.

In the last few years, the Geophysical Institute has created several earthquake 
simulations in order to calibrate its equipment. In June 2004, the institute 
detonated 32 tons of explosives in the southern Negev. In June 2005, the 
institute detonated 20 tons in the Beit Alfa quarries in the Jezreel Valley south 
of the Galilee. The success of the experiments has significantly contributed to 
improving the accuracy of identifying earthquakes in Israel.

The Ministry of National Infrastructure and Finance Ministry have recently 
financed a three-year plan to upgrade Israel’s seismological equipment, as part 
of Israel’s earthquake advance warning system.
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