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The Ukiah City Council voted unanimously Wednesday to call on the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to ban new 
billboards along the Highway 101 corridor that runs through the county and past the city.  

Councilman Phil Baldwin called the number of billboards along the portion of the highway that borders the city 
"embarrassing," and brought the issue to the council for discussion.  

He said there are 27 billboards along Highway 101 between Hopland and Highway 20, compared to fewer than 10 along 
the 101 in Sonoma County, and only 10 along Interstate 5 through all of Oregon.  

Baldwin noted that Ukiah banned billboards 40 years ago, and has only one inside city limits, but travelers passing through 
the Ukiah Valley on Highway 101 see "several dozen" CBS and Stott billboards.  

"And while these huge placards aren't in the city, out-of-towners and locals associate this shameless blight with Ukiah," 
Baldwin wrote in his letter to his fellow councilmembers.  

The city wrote a letter to the Board of Supervisors in 2000 asking the body to "become more rigorous in its efforts to protect 
the Highway 101 corridor," but did not ask for an outright ban on new billboards, according to Baldwin.  

Baldwin said the state and courts made it very difficult for local jurisdictions to get rid of existing billboards, but haven't 
limited local government's authority to ban new billboards.  

He noted it might be "a difficult process" to get three votes on the Board of Supervisors  

to support a ban. 
Mayor Benj Thomas asked whether the advertising 
revenue goes to the owners of the property where the 
billboards stand.  

"I've never been offered any of the revenue," Baldwin 
said.  

"You don't own the freeway," Councilman Doug Crane 
said.  

Baldwin continued, "And I don't know if any revenue 
comes from that agreement with the private property 
owner to the county."  

He further noted that when Claudia Alta "Lady Bird" 
Taylor Johnson was First Lady during the better part of 
the 1960s, Ukiah answered her urging to local 
jurisdictions to ban billboards.  

"Those communities sadly failing to enact a ban when 
Lady Bird Johnson encouraged that in the mid 1960s 
now suffer the ugly consequences," Baldwin wrote.  

Councilwoman Mari Rodin said she thought writing a 
letter to the Board of Supervisors was a good idea, 
adding she thought the board didn't act in 2002 "out of 
apathy, but just became too busy and preoccupied and it 
just slipped by."  

She called on 2nd District Supervisor McCowen, who was sitting in the audience, to bring the item before his colleagues on 
the county board and "keep it on the front burner."  

Crane asked how far the county's jurisdiction would go in pursuing such a ban.  

"I was under the impression that there were no new signs, except for those that were exempt, which would be on tribal 
land, for instance," Crane said. "I'm not aware of any new signs that didn't fit that criteria for replacement."  

He said he knew a billboard at Parducci Road was slated to be taken down and not replaced.  

Baldwin said he believed the number of billboards along the section of Highway 101 in question had doubled since 2000, 
and were being added at a rate of "a new one every six months" at points south between Santa Rosa and Hopland.  

He said people traveling through see the billboards and "shake their head and say, oh, that's Ukiah.' And to me, that's 
embarrassing."  

Thomas noted Crane's perception that the number of billboards hasn't grown and Baldwin's perception that the number is 
growing, and said he wanted to know "what the facts are."  

Landis supported sending the letter.  

"Creating a corridor that goes right through our valley that is scenic - because it is a scenic valley - is a good idea," Landis 
said.  

During public comment, J.R. Rose said the billboards offer tourists information about where to eat and sleep.  

"You may think it takes away from the beauty, and I guess it does, but it also takes away from the convenience of 
somebody coming into our county that's looking for a place to stay, or something to eat," Rose said.  

Crane said he had questions for someone sitting in the audience - again referring to McCowen - who had served on the 
planning commission and who he said "probably has some pretty good information about what it takes to put up a billboard, 
in terms of permissions, if the county's involved at all."  

McCowen came forward, saying he had served on the county planning commission five years.  

"I don't really know the answer to the questions posed," McCowen said. "I do have a memory that I wouldn't swear to that a 
new billboard would only be allowed in commercial zoning."  

He suggested phrasing the letter to the Board of Supervisors to ask whether new billboards are allowed and under what 
conditions, to express the council's concern about the "possible proliferation" of new billboards, and to ask for a ban.  

Baldwin noted that state-sponsored logo signs feature the names of area restaurants and hotels to help travelers find their 
way. He further noted that the land where new billboards were going up along Highway 101 south of Hopland "is definitely 
not commercial zoning."  

Tiffany Revelle can be reached at udjtr@pacific.net, or at 468-3523.  
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