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Background

Assembly Bill 1632(Blakeslee, Statutes of 2006, Chapter 722), directs the Energy Commission to assess the
vulnerability of the state's operating nuclear power plants to a major disruption due to a major seismic event or plant
aging, the potential impacts of such a disruption, potential impacts from the accumulation of nuclear waste at the
state's existing nuclear plants, and other key policy and planning issues regarding the future role of California's
existing nuclear plants.

California's two operating nuclear power plants are Diablo Canyon in San Luis Obispo and the San Onofre Nuclear
Generating Station (SONGS) in Orange County. Nuclear power makes up 12.9 percent of California's electricity
supply. These two plants are located in seismically active zones along California's central and southern coast. In
addition, they generate spent nuclear fuel, which will be stored at the plants indefinitely until the federal government
develops a permanent means for nuclear waste disposal.

The bill requires the Energy Commission to adopt the assessment by November 1, 2008, and include the assessment
in the 2008 energy policy review.
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