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Dirtier Air and Higher Costs Possible if Indian Point 
Closes, Report Says

Suzanne DeChillo/The New York Times

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has said he wants to close the Indian Point nuclear power plant, about 35 miles north of Midtown. 

By PATRICK McGEEHAN
Published: July 6, 2011 

Shutting down the Indian Point nuclear power plant would lead to 
significantly dirtier air and higher electric bills for New York City 
residents, according to a report commissioned by the city that is 
circulating among state officials in Albany. 

The report, a copy of which was 
obtained on Tuesday by The New York 
Times, concludes that, for the next 
several years, there probably will not 
be enough new power generated to 
replace the 2,000 megawatts produced 
by the two reactors at Indian Point. 

That shortfall could leave the city with a less reliable supply of 
electricity and a greater risk of brownouts, the report finds. 

Those findings buttress the stated views of Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, who has said that 
Indian Point probably cannot be shut down “for the next four or five years.” That position 
could leave him at odds with Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, who has told executives of Indian 
Point’s owner, Entergy, that he was determined to close the plant, which stands along the 
Hudson River about 35 miles north of Midtown. 

The licenses for the plant’s reactors are scheduled for renewal in 2013 and 2015. Together, 
the reactors produce as much as 25 percent of the power consumed in Consolidated 
Edison’s service area, which includes New York City and Westchester County. 

Asked for a response to the report, Josh Vlasto, a spokesman for Mr. Cuomo, indicated that 
it would not deter the governor. He reiterated a statement from last month that said that 
“the governor’s longstanding position with respect to closing Indian Point has been clear, 
and this administration intends to follow through with implementing that policy.” 
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A version of this article appeared in print on July 7, 2011, on page A19 
of the New York edition with the headline: Dirtier Air and Higher Costs 
Possible if Indian Point Closes, Report Says.

Three projects are under way that could replace some of the power that would be lost if 
Indian Point closed. But even after the completion of all three — power plants in Astoria, 
Queens, and Bayonne, N.J., and a transmission cable from New Jersey to Manhattan —
there would not be enough power to meet the standards for reliability required in the city, 
the report says. 

When demand for electricity rises in the summer of 2016, the first peak period after the 
reactors could be retired, “given the current prospects for new capacity in New York, 
resource adequacy will fall below acceptable levels at that point,” it says. 

Last week, the mayor addressed that potential problem in a radio interview. “If you want to 
shut down Indian Point, you probably cannot do it for four or five years anyways because 
we don’t have alternative power sources,” Mr. Bloomberg said. “Now, there are plants 
being built and power lines bringing power from up north into the city, but it’s four or five 
years before they get here.” 

The commissioner of the city’s Department of Environmental Protection, Caswell F. 
Holloway, said the report was not intended to bolster an argument against closing Indian 
Point, but to explore the implications of a shutdown. It was produced by Charles River 
Associates, a research firm in Boston, Mass. 

“This really provides a deep layer of backup to what the mayor said,” Mr. Holloway said. 
“This analysis shows that any plan is going to require time to implement and tough 
decisions about the economic, reliability and environmental trade-offs that would be 
necessary to do it.” 

On another issue important to the mayor, the report says that a shutdown of Indian Point 
“would substantially reduce the possibility” of achieving the goals for reducing the city’s 
carbon emissions that were laid out in Mr. Bloomberg’s long-term plan known as PlaNYC. 
It estimates that the amount of carbon emissions and nitrogen oxides in the air in the city 
and state would increase by at least 5 percent to 10 percent because replacing Indian 
Point’s output would require more fuel-burning plants. If none of the lost power was 
replaced by renewable sources of energy, like wind farms, the increase in carbon emissions 
could be as high as 15 percent, the report states. 

A shutdown also would drive up the wholesale cost of electricity in the city and state by 
about 10 percent, or a total of $1.5 billion a year, it says. That would translate to a rise of 5 
percent to 10 percent in the amount residential customers pay Con Edison for the 
electricity they consume. Those consumers also would most likely bear some of the costs of 
the subsidies that would be necessary to entice developers to build new power plants, the 
report says. 

The New York League of Conservation Voters has not taken a stand on whether Indian 
Point should be shut down, said its president, Marcia Bystryn. But she said she found the 
report’s analysis of the potential environmental effect convincing. 

“Whatever other alternatives are put in place to generate that power that we’ll lose, the air 
will inevitably be dirtier,” she said. 

This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:

Correction: July 8, 2011

An article on Thursday about the Indian Point nuclear power plant in Westchester County 
misidentified the city in Massachusetts that is home to Charles River Associates, a firm 
that prepared a study for New York City on the implications of closing the plant. It is based 
in Boston, not Cambridge.
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