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Definition
By Mayo Clinic staff

Radiation sickness is damage to your body caused by a very large dose 
of radiation often received over a short period of time (acute). The 
amount of radiation absorbed by the body — the absorbed dose — 
determines how sick you'll be. 

Radiation sickness is also called acute radiation sickness, acute radiation 
syndrome or radiation poisoning. Common exposures to low-dose 
radiation, such as X-ray or CT examinations, do not cause radiation 
sickness. 

Although radiation sickness is serious and often fatal, it's rare. Since the 
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, during World War 
II, most cases of radiation sickness have happened after nuclear 
industrial accidents, such as the 1986 nuclear reactor accident at a 
power station in Chernobyl, Ukraine. 

Symptoms

References

DS00432May 8, 2010

© 1998-2011 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research (MFMER). All rights 
reserved. A single copy of these materials may be reprinted for noncommercial personal 
use only. "Mayo," "Mayo Clinic," "MayoClinic.com," "EmbodyHealth," "Enhance your life," 
and the triple-shield Mayo Clinic logo are trademarks of Mayo Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research. 

Definition

Symptoms

Causes

Tests and diagnosis

Complications

Treatments and drugs

RSS Feeds 

Free
E-Newsletters
Subscribe to receive the latest 
updates on health topics. 

About our newsletters

SUBSCRIBE

Housecall

Alzheimer's caregiving

Living with cancer

Enter e-mail

GET STARTED

Get free personalized health 
guidance for you and your 
family.

Advertising and sponsorship policy
Advertising and sponsorship opportunities

Advertisement

Check out these best-sellers and special offers on 
books and newsletters from Mayo Clinic. 

Try Mayo Clinic Health Letter free!
Mayo Clinic Wellness Solutions for Fibromyalgia — 
DVD
The Essential Diabetes Book
Mayo Clinic Fitness for EveryBody

The Mayo Clinic Diet — stay connected with us on 
Facebook!

72 Hour Emergency Kits
Stay Safe 72 Hours After Disaster Buy 
Directly from the Manufacturer.
www.QuakeKare.com

Emergency Mgmt. Degree
Begin an emergency response career 
with a college degree from AMU.
www.AMU.APUS.edu/EmergencyMgmt

Emergency Response Degree
100% Online Emergency Management 
Degree. Accredited & Affordable.
www.StudyatAPU.com

Enter search term here SEARCH
Diseases and 
Conditions Symptoms Drugs and 

Supplements
Tests and 

Procedures
Healthy 
Lifestyle First Aid

Text Size: 

Request an Appointment Find a Doctor Find a Job Log in to Patient Account

Patient Care
Health 

Information
For Medical 

Professionals Research Education

Page 1 of 2Radiation sickness - MayoClinic.com

3/12/2011http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/radiation-sickness/DS00432



 

© 1998-2011 Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. All rights reserved. 

  We comply with the HONcode standard for trustworthy health information: verify here. 

Page 2 of 2Radiation sickness - MayoClinic.com

3/12/2011http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/radiation-sickness/DS00432


