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Tokyo Electric to Build US Nuclear Plants 
The no-BS info on Japan's disastrous nuclear operators

 
Monday, March 14, 2011 

for Truthout/Buzzflash

by Greg Palast

I need to speak to you, not as a reporter, but in my former 
capacity as lead investigator in several government nuclear 
plant fraud and racketeering investigations.

I don't know the law in Japan, so I can't tell you if Tokyo 
Electric Power Co (TEPCO) can plead insanity to the 
homicides about to happen.

But what will Obama plead?  The Administration, just 
months ago, asked Congress to provide a $4 billion loan 
guarantee for two new nuclear reactors to be built and 
operated on the Gulf Coast of Texas — by Tokyo Electric 

Power and local partners.  As if the Gulf hasn't suffered enough. 
 
Here are the facts about Tokyo Electric and the industry you haven't heard on CNN:

The failure of emergency systems at Japan's nuclear plants comes as no surprise to those of us who 
have worked in the field.

Nuclear plants the world over must be certified for what is called "SQ" or "Seismic 
Qualification."  That is, the owners swear that all components are designed for the 
maximum conceivable shaking event, be it from an earthquake or an exploding Christmas card from 
Al Qaeda.

The most inexpensive way to meet your SQ is to lie.  The industry does it all the time. The 
government team I worked with caught them once, in 1988, at the Shoreham plant in New 
York.  Correcting the SQ problem at Shoreham would have cost a cool billion, so engineers were told 
to change the tests from 'failed' to 'passed.'
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The company that put in the false safety report?  Stone & Webster, now the nuclear unit of Shaw 
Construction which will work with Tokyo Electric to build the Texas plant, Lord help us.

There's more.

Last night I heard CNN reporters repeat the official line that the tsunami disabled the pumps needed 
to cool the reactors, implying that water unexpectedly got into the diesel generators that run the 
pumps.

These safety back-up systems are the 'EDGs' in nuke-speak: Emergency Diesel Generators.  That they 
didn't work in an emergency is like a fire department telling us they couldn't save a building because 
"it was on fire."

What dim bulbs designed this system?  One of the reactors dancing with death at Fukushima Station 1 
was built by Toshiba.  Toshiba was also an architect of the emergency diesel system.

Now be afraid. Obama's $4 billion bail-out-in-the-making is called the South Texas Project.  It's been 
sold as a red-white-and-blue way to make power domestically with a reactor from Westinghouse, a 
great American brand.  However, the reactor will be made substantially in Japan by the company that 
bought the US brand name, Westinghouse — Toshiba.

I once had a Toshiba computer.  I only had to send it in once for warranty work.  However, it's kind of 
hard to mail back a reactor with the warranty slip inside the box if the fuel rods are melted and sinking 
halfway to the earth's core.

TEPCO and Toshiba don't know what my son learned in 8th grade science class: tsunamis follow 
Pacific Rim earthquakes. So these companies are real stupid, eh?  Maybe.  More likely is that the 
diesels and related systems wouldn't have worked on a fine, dry afternoon.

Back in the day, when we checked the emergency back-up diesels in America, a mind-blowing 
number flunked.  At the New York nuke, for example, the builders swore under oath that their three 
diesel engines were ready for an emergency. They'd been tested.  The tests were faked, the diesels run 
for just a short time at low speed.  When the diesels were put through a real test under emergency-like 
conditions, the crankshaft on the first one snapped in about an hour, then the second and third.  We 
nicknamed the diesels, "Snap, Crackle and Pop."

(Note:  Moments after I wrote that sentence, word came that two of three diesels failed at the Tokai 
Station as well.)

In the US, we supposedly fixed our diesels after much complaining by the industry. But in Japan, no 
one tells Tokyo Electric to do anything the Emperor of Electricity doesn't want to do.

I get lots of confidential notes from nuclear industry insiders.  One engineer, a big name in the field, is 
especially concerned that Obama waved the come-hither check to Toshiba and Tokyo Electric to lure 
them to America.  The US has a long history of whistleblowers willing to put themselves on the line 
to save the public. In our racketeering case in New York, the government only found out about the 
seismic test fraud because two courageous engineers, Gordon Dick and John Daly, gave our team the 
documentary evidence.

In Japan, it's simply not done.  The culture does not allow the salary-men, who work all their their 
lives for one company, to drop the dime.
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Not that US law is a wondrous shield:  both engineers in the New York case were fired and 
blacklisted by the industry.  Nevertheless, the government (local, state, federal) brought 
civil racketeering charges against the builders. The jury didn't buy the corporation's excuses and, in 
the end, the plant was, thankfully, dismantled.

Am I on some kind of xenophobic anti-Nippon crusade?  No.  In fact, I'm far more frightened by 
the American operators in the South Texas nuclear project, especially Shaw. Stone & Webster, now 
the Shaw nuclear division, was also the firm that conspired to fake the EDG tests in New York. (The 
company's other exploits have been exposed by their former consultant, John Perkins, in his book, 
Confessions of an Economic Hit Man.) 
If the planet wants to shiver, consider this:  Toshiba and Shaw have recently signed a deal to become 
world-wide partners in the construction of nuclear stations.

The other characters involved at the South Texas Plant that Obama is backing should also give you 
the willies.  But as I'm in the middle of investigating the American partners, I'll save that for another 
day.

So, if we turned to America's own nuclear contractors, would we be safe?  Well, two of the melting 
Japanese reactors, including the one whose building blew sky high, were built by General Electric of 
the Good Old US of A.

After Texas, you're next.  The Obama Administration is planning a total of $56 billion in loans for 
nuclear reactors all over America.

And now, the homicides:

CNN is only interested in body counts, how many workers burnt by radiation, swept away or lost in 
the explosion.  These plants are now releasing radioactive steam into the atmosphere. Be skeptical 
about the statements that the "levels are not dangerous."  These are the same people who said these 
meltdowns could never happen.  Over years, not days, there may be a thousand people, two thousand, 
ten thousand who will suffer from cancers induced by this radiation.

In my New York investigation, I had the unhappy job of totaling up post-meltdown "morbidity" rates 
for the county government.   It would be irresponsible for me to estimate the number of cancer deaths 
that will occur from these releases without further information; but it is just plain criminal for the 
Tokyo Electric shoguns to say that these releases are not dangerous.  Indeed, the fact that residents 
near the Japanese nuclear plants were not issued iodine pills to keep at the ready shows TEPCO 
doesn't care who lives and who dies whether in Japan or the USA. The carcinogenic isotopes that are 
released at Fukushima are already floating to Seattle with effects we simply cannot measure.

Heaven help us.  Because Obama won't.

***

Greg Palast is the co-author of Democracy and Regulation, the United Nations ILO guide for public 
service regulators, with Jerrold Oppenheim and Theo MacGregor. Palast has advised regulators in 26 
states and in 12 nations on the regulation of the utility industry.

Palast, whose reports can be seen on BBC Television Newsnight, is a Puffin Foundation Writing 
Fellow for investigative reporting.
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Subscribe to Palast's Newsletter and podcasts at GregPalast.com. 
Follow Palast on Facebook and Twitter.

GregPalast.com

ShareThis
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MEDIA ALERT

 
Russian TV-America February 17, 2011: Greg Palast talks about the Chevron v Ecuador court ruling  
 

 
The Max Keiser Report February 17, 2011: Greg Palast talks about Petro-Dictators  
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Dispatches #6  
Jeremy Scahill, Greg Palast, 
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ALL Palast's DVDs signed. 
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Click on the image to order the Book. 
 
Includes 'Reagan: Killer, Coward'. Plus special UK content barred from the US edition.  
 
 
 

Gil Palast Memorial Fund

 

Arctic to Amazon Investigation of Big Oil

Arctic to Amazon Investigation of Big Oil  
 
We need your help. If you believe the issue of oil's global reach deserves the type of serious, deep investigation the Palast 
team uniquely provides, then now is the moment to show you support us.  
 
Please donate here and I'll send you, signed, your choice of thank you gifts: my films on DVD and bestselling books.  
 

 
 
We need to get back up to Alaska, BP's next offshore target, pay the bills from hunting Chevron in the Amazon, then 
return to the Gulf where we have more inside information already gleaned that needs verification and publication.  
 
Please, make it at least $100 and I'll send you my three latest DVDs.
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Produce our film on Big Oil  
 
Instead of million-dollar moguls, we are looking for a group of twenty-four "mini-moguls" to launch our films (news 
report length and feature length). Donate at least $1,000 and we'll list you as a co-Producer for our next film (with a 
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Twitter Updates

Toshiba designed one of blown nukes. They plan to build 2 in Texas. Not even Texas deserves 
that. http://bit.ly/i5JRrL  

•

22 mins ago
As a former nuke guy, I suggest all Japan take iodine pills. Careless dicks @Tokyo Elec. should 
give them out. http://bit.ly/i5JRrL  

•

23 mins ago
Tokyo Electric to build 2 nuclear plants in Texas w $4 billion US loan. Really. For the no-BS 
info on Japan nukes see http://bit.ly/i5JRrL  

•

23 mins ago
Curveball may face charges in Germany for lies about Saddam's WMDs. So what's GW Bush? 
Wienerschnitzel?  

•

2011/02/16
RT @mattpascarella: "Curveball told the Guardian he was pleased to have finally told the truth 
but that he was scared of the consequence ...  

•

2011/02/16

 

more...
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Page 8 of 12Greg Palast » Tokyo Electric to Build US Nuclear PlantsThe no-BS info on Japan’s disast...

3/14/2011http://www.gregpalast.com/no-bs-info-on-japan-nuclearobama-invites-tokyo-electric-to-bu...



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Click here to hear all reports 
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Special Download Edition

Palast's now classic documentary for BBC Television, 'Bush Family Fortunes,' 
features the original stories behind films such as Fahrenheit 9-11. Stories which 
Michael Moore praised as "courageous reporting."  
 
From Boy Bush and the Texas Air Guard, to the purge of black voters in Florida, to 
Bush spiking the FBI investigation into the Bin Laden family, to the never-before-
seen secret plans for the oil fields of Iraq—this film takes you to the inner workings 
of one of America's most powerful dynasties.  
 
Purchase the film on DVD here or the download version here. 

 

Palast Live from Hell - 90 minutes with Chuck Mertz 04/10/2010

Citizen Radio interviews Greg Palast about Citizens United VS. FEC - Part 1

Citizen Radio interviews Greg Palast about Citizens United VS. FEC - Part 2
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Geneva
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