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Dear Ms. Peterson:
 

Thank you for writing to express your opposition to loan guarantees to support the development of
nuclear power plants.  I appreciate the time you took to write and welcome the opportunity to respond. 
 

I believe the earthquake and tsunami which struck Japan on March 11, 2011, and caused systemic
failure at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station has demonstrated the risks of nuclear power.  I
recently visited both of California's nuclear power plants in order to learn more about their emergency
preparedness.  I believe we have an obligation to learn lessons from the disaster in Japan in order to ensure
that our plants are as safe as possible. 
 

As you may know, the President's fiscal year 2012 budget proposal requests $36 billion in loan
guarantee authority for the domestic nuclear industry and research and development of advanced nuclear
technologies.  I appreciate knowing your opposition to this funding.  You may be pleased to know that I
recently voted for a fiscal year 2011 Continuing Resolution that provided no additional authority for loans to
nuclear facilities.  As Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water
Development, I will be sure to keep your thoughts in mind as the Committee considers fiscal year 2011 and
2012 funding levels. 
 

Again, thank you for writing. If you have further questions or comments, please contact my office in
Washington, D.C. at (202) 224-3841. Best regards.
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