
 

12. NUCLEAR: Energy company plays carbon card to promote plant 
(02/03/2011)

A south Texas power facility is trying to sway Austin residents in the direction of nuclear, on the premise that it 
produces cleaner electricity than coal.

"We know that [Austin is] focused on reducing the city's carbon footprint and keeping rates low, and we believe 
we can develop an effective proposal to accomplish both goals," states the proposal outline from NRG Energy 
Inc.

Last year, the city passed a plan to focus on sourcing its electricity from renewables. The initiative did not 
consider nuclear power as a renewable form of energy.

City officials rejected nuclear power initiatives twice in the past five years, citing cost overruns as a concern. 
NRG says its plan is set up to avoid this.

However, critics say that the move would do nothing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as NRG would 
simply sell Austin's share of coal energy and the plant would continue to operate. In addition, the estimated rate 
for nuclear energy would be about 8 cents per kilowatt-hour -- more than double what the city pays for the coal-
generated electricity, and greater than wind and natural gas-generated power.

Many Austin residents are still bitter over a series of referendums in the 1970s and 1980s. The rulings granted 
the city a 16 percent ownership in the south Texas plant that NRG proposes to expand. Although the plant was 
supposed to cost $964 million, the final bill was more than six times the estimate (Marty Toohey, Austin 
American-Statesman, Feb. 1). -- TS
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