
Technical UsersGeneral PublicReportersLibrariansStudents/Teachers

NEWSROOM PROGRAMS TOPICS REFERENCES

Reference Information

People and Discoveries 
Commonly Encountered 
Radionuclides 

Americium-241
Cesium-137
Cobalt-60
Iodine-129 &-131
Plutonium
Radium
Radon
Strontium-90
Technetium-99
Tritium
Thorium
Uranium

Glossary
Acronyms
A-Z Subject Index
Site Map

You are here: EPA Home Radiation Protection References Reference 
Information Radionuclides Tritium

 
Tritium 
Tritium (chemical symbol H-3) is a radioactive isotope of the 
element hydrogen (chemical symbol H).

On this page: 

The Basics 

Who discovered tritium?
Where does tritium come from?
What are the properties of tritium?
What is tritium used for?

Exposure to Tritium

How does tritium get into the environment?
How does tritium change in the environment?
How are people exposed to tritium?
How does tritium get into the body? 
What does tritium do once it gets into the body?

Health Effects of Tritium

How does tritium affect people's health?
Is there a medical test to determine exposure to tritium?

Protecting People from Tritium

How do I know if I'm near tritium? 
What can I do to protect myself and my family from tritium?
What is EPA doing about tritium?

The Basics 

Who discovered tritium?

Tritium was discovered by physicists Ernest Rutherford, M. L. Oliphant, and Paul Harteck, in 
1934, when they bombarded deuterium (a hydrogen isotope with mass number 2) with high-
energy deuterons (nuclei of deuterium atoms).
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