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Japan’s nuclear emergency
Damage at a nuclear power plant has made leaking radiation the primary threat facing a country grappling with 
devastation from a 9.0-magnitude earthquake and tsunami.
For a narrated animation of what happened, click here.

Radioactive contamination
Officials at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant said that highly contaminated water was found in tunnels outside the nuclear 
reactors, and they were concerned that it would spread to the soil or the surrounding seawater, where high radiation levels 
have been detected for days. 

Of the hundreds of types of radioactive atoms that may have escaped the reactors, scientists are generally concerned about 
iodine, plutonium, cesium and stronium. Samples of vegetables and drinking water on March 26 and 27 detected iodine and 
cesium, but the majority of measurements remained below regulation values. Small amounts of plutonium were also found in 
the soil outside the plant, though not enough to pose a significant health risk.
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GRAPHIC: Wilson Andrews, Alberto Cuadra, Bonnie Berkowitz, Patterson Clark, Laris Karklis, Nathaniel Vaughn Kelso, Todd 
Lindeman, Alicia Parlapiano, Jason Samenow, Laura Stanton, Gene Thorp, Bill Webster, Karen Yourish - The Washington 
Post. Updated March 25, 2011.
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Social Responsibility; Thomas McKone, senior staff scientist at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory; General Electric.

Video: Inside Japan’s 
nuclear emergency
Watch how the crisis at the 
Fukushima Daiichi power plant 

unfolded in this narrated animation.

Map: A wave of 
destruction
See how the powerful tsunami 
barreled across the Pacific.

Recent quakes in Japan
Japan is one of the most active 
seismic areas in the world. More 
than a thousand earthquakes of 4.0 

magnitude or greater have struck in and around the 
country since 2009.
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VIDEO: "Pure chaos"
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