What Happens in a Nuclear Meltdown - Interactive Feature - NYTimes.com Page 1 of 1

HOME PAGE | TODAY'S PAPER | VIDEO | MOST POPULAR | TIMES TOPICS | Subscribe to The Times | Log In | Register Now | Help | TimesPeople

m] Nﬂ” n*mw i L. Search All NYTimes.com u
e Asia Pacific o ]

WORLD = US. N.Y./REGION = BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE =~ HEALTH  SPORTS  OPINION = ARTS = STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

AFRICA AMERICAS ASIA PACIFIC EUROPE MIDDLE EAST

InrnatonaHeah Eriune June 15-16, 2011 |
gé(fbal Is the world now Hotel Arts Barcelona

eanenergy r_eadyfor renewables? e |

UPDATED March 24, 2011

How a Reactor Shuts Down and What Happens in a Meltdown

The operating reactors at Fukushima Daiichi power station automatically shut down during the earthquake. But after cooling failures, two of them went
into partial meltdown.
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Though the reaction stops, fuel rods continue to
give off enormous amounts of heat. To keep the
rods from getting too hot, they must be kept
submerged in water.
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