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Data released by the government indicates radioactive material was leaking into
the atmosphere from the Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant in early April in
greater quantities than previously estimated.

Radioactive material was being released into the atmosphere from the plant at an
estimated rate of 154 terabecquerels per day as of April 5, according to data
released by the Cabinet Office's Nuclear Safety Commission on Saturday.

The NSC previously estimated radiation leakage on April 5 at "less than 1
terabecquerel per hour."

lodine-131 and cesium-137 were released into the atmosphere that day at the
estimated rates of 0.69 terabecquerel per hour and 0.14 terabecquerel per hour,
respectively, the NSC said.

Emissions are converted into iodine-131 equivalents for assessment on the
international nuclear event scale (INES), to arrive at the total 154 terabecquerels
per day, the nuclear safety watchdog said.

One terabecquerel equals 1 trillion becquerels.

On April 17, plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co. said in its plan for
stabilization of the crippled reactors it would not start to get radiation leakage
under control until the plan's fourth month of implementation.

This would mean 10,000 terabecquerels of radioactive substances would be
released into the atmosphere from the plant during the coming three months,
according to simple calculations based on the estimated emission rate as of April
5.

Emissions in that three-month period alone would therefore exceed the level
necessary for a Level 6 severity rating on the INES, the globally accepted
measure for evaluating nuclear accidents.

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/20110424dy04.htm
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The ongoing crisis at the Fukushima plant has been rated a maximum Level 7 on
the scale, which was established by the International Atomic Energy Agency and
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The total amount of radioactive material discharged from the plant from March
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have been slowly falling, it said.

(Apr. 25, 2011)

National go

2 men hand 50 mil. yen to evacuees, disaster-hit city (Apr.25)

Movers turn away evacuees / People told to relocate get cold shoulder from
moving firms (Apr.25)

Law change to bolster security of private data (Apr.25)
Canadian filming quake-hit Kesennuma (Apr.25)
Sharing disaster-area workers' emotional, mental load (Apr.25)

Anchored by community spirit / Village's determination to recover inspires
N.Z. woman to stay put (Apr.25)

FROM SQUARE ONE / Japan's unique electric history (Apr.25)
FROM SQUARE ONE / Mismatch leaves nation divided (Apr.25)
Need-based welfare reforms eyed (Apr.25)

Atmospheric radiation leak underestimated (Apr.25)

1 More
Home > National
The Daily Yomiuri, The Yomiuri Shimbun

DAILY YOMIURI OMLINE | THEDAILS YOsR Page Top

Web Site Policies | About Us | Privacy Policy | Copyright | Linking Policy | Contact Us |
© The Yomiuri Shimbun.

http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/20110424dy04.htm 4/24/2011



