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Japan tests sea-water radiation levels near
nuclear plant

5:46am EDT

By Raju Gopalakrishnan

TOKYO (Reuters) - Japanese authorities began testing for radiation in sea-water off a badly damaged nuclear plant on
Tuesday although officials stressed that elevated levels already detected were no cause for worry.

Reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi plant, 240 km (150 miles) north of Tokyo, have leaked radiation after they were struck
on March 11 by a massive earthquake and tsunami that led to the world's worst nuclear crisis since Chernobyl 25 years
ago.

In a desperate attempt to cool down the reactors and their spent fuel ponds, workers have sprayed or dumped tonnes of
sea-water into the cooling system. But several experts have questioned what happens to the water after that.

"l am interested to know how this water is being disposed, if it is being disposed or just allowed to drain to sea," said
Najmedin Meshkati, a nuclear and environmental expert at the University of Southern California.

"This is now radioactive waste water. Has there been any measurement of its radiation effect?"
Officials have acknowledged that some of the water had spilled back to the sea.

Kyodo news agency quoted plant operator Tokyo Electric Power Co (TEPCO) as saying levels of radioactive iodine-131 in
sea-water samples near the plant on Monday were 126.7 times higher than the limit.

Levels of cesium-134 were 24.8 times higher and those of cesium-137 16.5 times higher while a trace amount of cobalt 58
was detected, it said.

"Radiation levels higher than safety levels were found in the sea-water, but these levels indicate radiation levels that would
still be safe even if you drank sea-water for a year," Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano said on Monday.

"Of course, if this were to continue over a long period, some effects will be seen, so we have instructed relevant ministries
to step up monitoring efforts of sea water."

Kyodo said the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology would analyze sea-water for radiation at
eight locations near the Fukushima plant, while TEPCO also plans to conduct its own studies.

Hideo Morimoto, director at the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy, said the radiation in the sea-water would
dissipate and other coastal nations were not at risk. "At current levels of radiation, it's impossible for it to reach oceans
worldwide," he told Reuters, adding that it would not add in any way to the natural radiation already present in sea-water.

"It's at levels where we can carry out daily lives."

There was no immediate word whether the elevated radiation levels could be transmitted by sea food from these waters,
but the fishing industry in the area has been wrecked by the quake and the tsunami.

"There are no fish coming from the regions that were hit, so no fish (being sold) are contaminated," said Rika Tatsuki of the
National Federation of Fisheries Cooperative Associations.

(Additional reporting by Kazunori Takada and Terril Jones; Editing by Jonathan Thatcher)
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