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Hazards of Storing Spent Fuel

Dangerous conditions can occur if water drains from pools storing radioactive fuel rods.
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If cooling systems fail, or if the water leval
drops and is not restored, evaporation
accelerates and water can eventually boil
away at an estimated two feet per day,
exposing the fuel rods. At Fukushima, water
may have leaked if pools were breached during
the quake.
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Photo graphs

The Aftermath in Japan
Japan reeled after an earthquake
and a tsunami struck in deadly
tandem.

Photographs

Earthquake and Tsunami in
Japan: Readers’ Photos
NYTimes.com asked readers to
send photographs from areas
affected by the earthquake and
tsunami. Here is a selection of
images.
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Satellite Photos of Japan,
Before and After the Quake
and Tsunami

Compare satellite images of areas of
Japan before and after the disaster.
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