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It will be another week before scientists in B.C. can assess if a dramatic increase radiation detected in 
Japan will result in any radioactive risk in North America.

The radiation threat at the damaged Fukushima nuclear reactors were set to "maximum alert" Tuesday 
after highly toxic plutonium was found seeping into the soil outside the power plant.

"We clearly see from the data we have there is on the order of seven days between the releases in 
Fukushima and the radiation reaching us here," said Simon Fraser University scientist Kris Starosta. 
"We can monitor the situation in Japan and know ahead of time of any releases and we'll have our 
window to react and prepare for that."

Tests on rainwater and seaweed show radiation from the Fukushima plant made its way to B.C.'s 
shores about seven days after radioactive steam blew off from the reactors there.

Also monitoring for cesium

So far, B.C. scientists have said local radiation levels that can be linked to the Japanese reactor are 
miniscule and pose no health risk to the public.

Starosta said researchers will continue to keep an eye on radioactive iodine 131 — a key component 
of nuclear power plant radiation — but also on cesium 37.

"Cesium is harder to detect than iodine 131," Starosta said.

Iodine 131 also decays rapidly, he said, lessening the risk. Cesium can remain in the atmosphere for 
30 years.

Starosta said that whether the leaking plutonium at Fukushima will appear in B.C is also a question, 
because it's unclear if it travels the same way as the other radioactive elements do.

With files from the CBC's Priya Ramu 

End of Story Content

Back to accessibility links 

Story Social Media

Comments (73) Hide comments

Page 1 of 6

3/30/2011http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/story/2011/03/29/bc-radiation-monitors-t...



Sort by: Most recent Go Display: 5 10 25 50 comments per page

bronson

2011/03/30 
at 4:33 AM ET

I'm amazed that no party is campaigning on the idea that they would shut all our 
nuclear plants down. If we started today the fuel would be cool enough to store in 10 
yrs. or so...

123456654321

2011/03/30 
at 3:23 AM ET

Oh no, we're safe. Stephen Harper said Japan's nuclear woes are no risk to us!  
 
 
...ya.

Bookworms

2011/03/30 
at 2:49 AM ET

For those of you who seem so intent to bash the experts, I just want to mention that 
the situation in Japan with Fukushima is constantly changing.  
 
Experts are not psychic, nor are they going to get it right all of the time. However 
they do have the ability to make educated guesses which is more than those of us 
who are not involved in nuclear power can say.  
 
I would also like to see some numbers on the radiation levels in the area. I'm starting 
to feel a bit unnerved that no one is providing them. 

maggiepa

2011/03/30 
at 2:25 AM ET

THIS is the kind of reporting CBC should be doing. We shouldn't have to go online to 
search for information, in this case, from Britain: 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1371236/Japan-nuclear-crisis-Fukushima-
radiation-leak-reaches-AT-LEAST-12-US-states.html?ito=feeds-newsxml 
 
The next item I'll have to search for is if there is any way we on the west coast 
(Vancouver Island, to be precise) can protect ourselves. C'mon, CBC, you should be 
doing a much better job of informing us. Don't be afraid to be honest and do the work 
we need you to do.
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mrJackieG

2011/03/30 
at 1:11 AM ET

Any other nuclear plant or ship in the vicinity would have a nightmare with the alarms 
going off. 
Especially the U.S.S. Ronald Reagan 
Lloyd's shipping news say that any ship that gets this stuff on them they then have to 
scrap the ship. 
Once the ship has been tagged radioactive at a port, the waiting and hassles cause 
chaos to their schedule. 
No insurance = scrap.
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Proctor trial hears family's pain, killer's apology  
A sentencing hearing for two teenaged B.C. boys convicted of the murder of a female classmate 
has heard victim impact statements from the girl's family and an apology from one of the 
killers.  more »

Any B.C. radiation increase 7 days away  73

It will be another week before scientists in B.C. can assess if a dramatic increase radiation 
detected in Japan will result in any radioactive risk in North America. more »

Canucks clinch top spot in West 47 16

Alex Burrows scored twice in the third period to lead the Vancouver Canucks to a 3-1 victory 
over the Nashville Predators on Tuesday night. more »

May not welcome in leaders' debates: networks 1871

Green Party leader says she's shocked by a decision to exclude her from the televised debates 
but determined to take part. more »

Canucks' Malhotra has 2nd eye surgery 10 2

Vancouver Canucks forward Manny Malhotra has undergone a second surgery on his injured 
left eye, the team said Tuesday. The veteran centre, who took a puck in the face March 16 
against the Colorado Avalanche, underwent the surgical procedure in New York City. more »
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Man faces terrorism charges after Toronto arrest 0

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police have arrested a man in Toronto who they allege was 
planning to travel to Somalia to join militant group Al-Shabaab, deemed a terrorist group by the 
Canadian government. more »

Japan shows record radiation in seawater 42

Radiation leaking into seawater from Japan's damaged nuclear reactor complex has reached its 
highest level yet, while the head of the company that runs the plant has been hospitalized. more 
»

Libyan rebels retreat as airstrikes renew  12

Libyan rebels say opposition fighters are retreating from the key oil port of Ras Lanouf along 
the coastal road leading to the capital after they came under heavy shelling from ground forces 
loyal to leader Moammar Gadhafi. more »

Gulf oil spill could net manslaughter charges 9

People familiar with the probe into the Gulf oil spill say manslaughter and perjury are among 
possible charges being explored by U.S. Justice Department investigators. more »

May not welcome in leaders' debates: networks 1871

Green Party leader says she's shocked by a decision to exclude her from the televised debates 
but determined to take part. more »
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