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(CNN) — U.S. Navy personnel are taking precautionary measures after instruments aboard an aircraft carrier docked in
Japan detected low levels of radioactivity from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, the Navy said Tuesday.

The USS George Washington was docked for maintenance in Yokosuka, about 175 miles (280 kilometers) from the
plant, when instruments detected the radiation at 7 a.m. Tuesday (6 p.m. ET Monday), the Navy said in a statement.

Personnel will limit outdoor activities and secure external ventilation systems there and at a nearby air facility in Atsugi.

“These measures are strictly precautionary in nature. We do not expect that any United States federal radiation
exposure limits will be exceeded even if no precautionary measures are taken,” the Navy said.

Workers are scrambling to cool down fuel rods and prevent a full meltdown in three reactors at the earthquake-hit
Fukushima Daiichi plant.

Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan warned Tuesday that the risk of further releases of radioactive material from the
plant remains “very high.”
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Radioactive steam has been released intentionally to lessen growing pressure in the reactors. But radiation levels at the
plant increased Tuesday to “levels that can impact human health,” Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano told reporters.

The announcement came after an explosion at the plant’s No. 2 reactor. In addition, Edano said, the building housing
the No. 4 unit — which had been shut down before Friday’s earthquake — was burning Tuesday morning,

On Monday the Navy said it was repositioning ships after tests had detected low levels of radioactivity on 17 U.S. Navy
helicopter crew members that had been conducting disaster relief missions in Japan.

No further contamination was detected after the crew members washed with soap and water, the Navy said.

The Navy’s Monday statement, however, provided some perspective, noting that the maximum potential radiation dose
received by ship personnel when it passed through the area was “less than the radiation exposure received from about
one month of exposure to natural background radiation from sources such as rocks, soil, and the sun.”

CNN's Larry Shaughnessy contributed to this report.
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