Space Photos of Earth Shot from Balloon, Used Camera and Duct Tape - ABC News Page 1 of 3

HOT TOPICS: Video « Blogs * Mobile « Newsletters « Topics * ABC « ESPN

@NEWS I Technology Cesar Chavez ¢ 'Dancing with the Stars' « Shannen Doherty

SEARCH

Home Video News Politics Blotter Health Entertainment Money Tech Travel World News Nightline This Week 20/20 Good Morning America
MORE SCI/TECH: Ahead of the Curve | TechBytes | Can Herbs Extend Your Life? | Easy-to-Use Wireless Router | iPhone Heads to Verizon | Toads as Earthquake Detectors

WATCH: Iran
Nuclear Scientist
Defects to U.S.

Watch WATCH: The Face
. of Jesus Revealed
Video —

WATCH: Jesse WATCH: Big Catch!
James Checks Into Mega-Python
Rehab Nabbed in Florida

Watch Video

Home > Technology

Hobbyist Shoots Earth From Edge of Space With

Used Camera From eBay
NASA Spends $450 Million for Shuttle Flights; Robert Harrison Uses Weather Balloons,
Duct Tape for $750

WATCH: WATCH: Big WATCH: Building
TechBytes: Make  Catch! Mega- Hurricane-Proof

Setting Up Your Python Nabbed in  Homes
Print RSS FONT SIZE: SHARE: Email Twitter Facebook More Router Easier Florida

Man Shoots Pictures From Edge of
Space for $750 Per Flight

Twenty miles high, the air is far too thin to
breathe, and the helium balloon expands
from a diameter of about three feet to more
than 50. Harrison said he built a small
housing for the camera with attic insulation
to protect it from the high-altitude
temperatures of 75 degrees below zero.

How far does the wind carry it? "That
depends on the jet stream," he said. "On a

This is not a picture from orbit. Robert Harrison shot it with a .
weather balloon, a used Canon pocket camera he bought good day, 10 to 12 miles. On a bad day, 50
on eBay, a GPS locator and some duct tape. miles.”
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He chases it by car with a GPS tracker on
his dashboard.
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No, he has not been reported for launching UFOs, although he does have to get clearance from
British air traffic authorities so his balloons will not interfere with any nearby airplanes. He worries
that one day the camera will plop down in the North Sea or the English Channel, but so far it has Slideshows
tended to land in farmers' fields.

"The one thing that's quite scary is how thin that blue line of the atmosphere is," he said in a
telephone interview. "This is almost a religious thing to say, but this is the only place we know

of with air and life. There's not that much air up there. And we all share it." PHOTOS: Record-  PHOTOS: PHOTOS: Munich
Size Python Rainbows in the Zoo Welcomes
Of course, every flight ends with an ignominious search for the camera but, Harrison said, he was Caught in Florida ~ Cosmos Baby Orangutan

"gobsmacked" by the pictures it has brought back.

"l know now for a fact," he joked, "that the earth is round."
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A picture taken as camera parachuted to the ground.
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