
FEDERAL LAW:  

The secretary of defense may conduct tests and experiments involving the use of 

chemical and biological agents on civilian populations. 

Public law of the United States, Law 95-79, Title VIII, Sec. 808, July 30, 1977. 

Codified as 50 USC 1520, under Chapter 32 Chemical and Biological Warfare 

Program, Public Law 85-79 was repealed in 1997 by Public Law 105-85.  

In its place, 15 USC 1520a provides restrictions (such as informed consent). 50 

USC 1512, however, allows open air testing of chemicals and biologicals and 

allows presidential override of notices and of public health considerations for 

national security reasons. [25] Case Orange authors are thus correct, it seems, in 

asserting that such programs are legal, if reprehensible, in the U.S. 

 


