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DEPARTMENTOF THE NAVY
COMMANDER

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE

PEARLHARBOR,

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5090

9 Aug 07

Ren Lohoefener
Regional Director
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Pacific Region
911 NE Ave
Portland, OR 97232

Dear Mr. Lohoefener:

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), the Department of the Navy (Navy) is initiating the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement 
EIS to support decisions by the Navy concerning the 
Proposed Action to increase usage and to enhance capability of
the Northwest Training Range Complex (NWTRC). In order to
adequately evaluate the potential environmental effects of the
Proposed Action on threatened and endangered species, the Navy
is requesting, in accordance with 40 CFR Part 1501 and the 
Council on Environmental Quality Cooperating Agency guidance 
issued on January 30, 2002, that U.S. Fish Wildlife Service 
serve as a cooperating agency for the development of the

The No Action Alternative is the continuation of training
activities and major range events in the NWTRC. Two action
alternatives are proposed to accomplish the Proposed Action. 
Alternative 1 consists of an increase in the number of training
activities from levels described in the No Action Alternative,
along with force structure changes associated with the 
introduction of new weapon systems, vessels, and aircraft into 
the Fleet. Alternative 2 consists of all elements of
Alternative 1 with an increase in the number of training
activities and implementation of range enhancements. 

The purpose of the proposed action is to: 

Achieve and maintain Fleet readiness using the NWTRC to .
support and conduct current, emerging, and future training 
activities and research, development, test, and evaluation 

events (primarily Unmanned Aerial Vehicles);
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Expand Warfare Missions supported by the NWTRC, consistent
with the requirements of the Fleet Readiness Training Plan

and other transformation initiatives; and 

existing range capabilities to enhance
and sustain Navy training and events.

The will address measurably foreseeable activities
in the particular geographical areas affected by the No-Action
Alternative and action alternatives. The will also
analyze the potential impacts of additional training missions.
This will analyze the effects of sound in the water on
marine mammals in the areas where NWTRC activities occur. In
addition, other environmental resource areas that will be 
addressed as applicable in the include but not limited
to: air quality; airspace; biological resources, including 
threatened and endangered species; cultural resources; geology 
and soils; hazardous materials and waste; health and safety;
land use; noise; socioeconomics; transportation; and water
resources.

As the lead agency, the Navy will be responsible for
overseeing preparation of the that includes but is not
limited to the following:

Gathering all necessary background information and
preparing the

Working with U.S. Fish Wildlife Service personnel to
evaluate potential impacts of changes and enhancements on
wildlife refuges, critical habitat, and wildlife resources
including threatened and endangered species.

Determining the scope of the including the
alternatives evaluated.

Circulating the appropriate NEPA documentation to the 
general public and any other interested parties.

Scheduling and supervising meetings held in support of
the NEPA process, and compiling any comments received. 
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Maintaining an administrative record and responding to any 
Freedom of Information Act requests relating to the

As a cooperating agency, the Navy requests the U.S. Fish 
Wildlife Service support the Navy in the following manner:

Providing timely comments throughout the EIS process, to 
include, on working drafts of the documents. The
Navy requests that comments on draft documents be
provided within 30 calendar days.

Responding to Navy requests for information. Timely U.S. 
Fish Wildlife Service input will be critical to ensure a 
successful NEPA process.

Participating, as necessary, in meetings hosted by the
Navy for discussion of related issues. 

Adhering to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy. 

Providing a formal, written response to this request.

My point of contact for this is Carolyn L. Winters, (360)
315-5092 or at carolyn.winters@navy.mil.

, U.S. Navy 
Engineer

Copy to: 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command N77)
Commander, U.S. Fleet
Commander, Naval Installations Command 
Commander, Navy Region Northwest 
Commander, Navy Region Southwest 
Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Northwest 
Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Soqthwest
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