
'I suspect [the investigation] may extend to 
the Canadians or it may not'

—Brian Gorman, NOAA

Dead killer whale possibly linked to 
Canadian war games
However, researchers may never figure out how the orca died
The Canadian Press
Posted: Apr 9, 2012 8:44 AM ET
Last Updated: Apr 9, 2012 9:07 AM ET

349

The bloodied and battered corpse of a young killer whale whose death may be linked to Canadian war 
games has prompted an investigation by U.S. authorities.

The body of the southern resident orca — an endangered species in the United States — was 
discovered on Long Beach in Washington state in February, just days after HMCS Ottawa conducted 
sonar training exercises in the waters off Victoria, B.C.

A preliminary examination indicated significant trauma around the head, chest and right side of the 
orca known as L112, but results of necropsy and pathology tests and a scan of the animal's head are 
incomplete.

Just hours after the navy sonar tests were heard, southern resident killer whales were spotted in the 
same area in the Haro Strait that divides Canada and the United States.

The law enforcement office of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or 
NOAA, has launched an investigation into the death.

Brian Gorman, with NOAA's 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 
said investigators haven't made a 
connection between the naval 
exercise and the death of the 
whale.

"That's the first thing we have to determine. Depending on where this investigation leads, I suspect 
[the investigation] may extend to the Canadians or it may not."

Gorman said the investigation will attempt to determine if there's been a violation of the U.S. Marine 
Mammal Protection Act.

Scott Veirs, an oceanographer and the president of Beam Reach Marine Science and Sustainability 
School, has been trying to piece together the puzzle of L112's death and hasn't ruled the Canadian 
navy out.

"To me it's the most plausible connection," he said in an interview. "It's a difficult but wonderful 
detective story to try to interpret for the public."

But he also admits that researchers may never know how the animal died.
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Large explosions heard

Veirs and his students have been going over acoustic recordings during the early February exercise to 
determine where the killer whales were and when the sonar went off.

They also heard several large explosions at the same time as the sonar, but haven't been able to 
confirm if explosives were used in the navy's war games.

No one at the Department of National Defence or Defence Minister Peter MacKay's office returned a 
request for an interview.

While he's pleased that NOAA has launched an investigation into the death of L112, Veirs wonders 
why there isn't a similar investigation in Canada.

After the whale's death, Veirs joined more than two dozen environmental groups and 20 whale 
biologists and other experts on both sides of the border to write to the Canadian and American 
governments asking for a total ban on naval training using sonar in critical killer whale habitat off the 
West Coast.

The letter sent to the U.S. Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus said the American and Canadian navies 
must work together to protect the species.

"It is simply unacceptable for Canadian naval operations to compromise the Endangered Species Act 
and Marine Mammal Protection Act and by the U.S. Navy's own procedures."

Just 87 of the rare southern resident killer whales remain in the U.S. No one is allowed to approach 
one of them within 183 metres, and they must stay out of the path of whales by 366 metres.

In Canada, the whales are listed as a species at risk, making it illegal to kill or harass the animal. 
Canada has regulations keeping boats a certain distance from the whales, but is only now considering 
laws that would enforce a 100-metre exclusion zone around the whales.

The letter sent to Canada's defence minister said the whales were seen within the same area as the 
Ottawa just hours later.
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"This incident underscores the need for stronger protection of these whales, especially within their 
critical habitat," the letter stated.

© The Canadian Press, 2012

Drag this icon to your Windows taskbar for quicker access to CBC.

Page 3 of 3Dead killer whale possibly linked to Canadian war games - World - CBC News

4/9/2012http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2012/04/09/killer-whale-military-investigation.html


