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The Navy has spent an estimated $40 million developing the
system over the past six years and each system mounted on a ship
is expected to cost $38 million — a fraction of the costs of other
military lasers, Navy officials point out. And each shot, or “pulse,”

costs less than a buck, Klunder said. .
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target and concentrated amid all the water vapor at sea. But if it
works, the laser could usher in a new era of naval weaponry.

Instead of relying on a variety of systems to track and engage an
aircraft, for example, a ship could use its laser as a warning-signal
of sorts, pointing it at the plane before dialing up the intensity if the
intruder doesn’t change course.
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