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NOAA may prohibit Navy sonar testing at marine
mammal 'hot spots'
January 22, 2010 |

2:49 pm

Marine mammal "hot spots" in areas including Southern California's coastal waters may become off
limits to testing of a type of Navy sonar linked to the deaths of whales under a plan announced this
week by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
NOAA also called for development of a system for estimating the "comprehensive sound budget for
the oceans," which could help reduce human sources of noise -- vessel traffic, sonar and construction
activities -- that degrade the environment in which sound-sensitive species communicate.
The plans were revealed in a letter from NOAA Administrator Jane Lubchenco to the White House
Council on Environmental Quality. In the letter, Lubchenco said her goal is to reduce adverse effects
on marine mammals resulting from the Navy's training exercises.
Environmentalists contend that sonar has a possibly deafening effect on marine mammals. Studies
around the world have shown the piercing underwater sounds cause whales to flee in panic or to dive
too deeply. Whales have been found beached in Greece, the Canary Islands and the Bahamas after
sonar was used in the area. Necropsies showed signs of bleeding in the ears.
Michael Jasny, senior policy analyst for the Natural Resources Defense Council, said the plans were
prompted by rules developed during the final days of the Bush administration that allow Navy sonar
testing and training along the Atlantic Coast, the Gulf of Mexico, around Hawaii and the waters off
Southern California through 2013.
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"The Navy's Southern California range is over 120,000 nautical miles in size -- about the size of
California itself," Jasny said. "The Bush administration did not put a square mile of this vast area off
limits to sonar."
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"The big question now," he added, "is whether the Obama administration has the will to actually bring
about a proper balance between national security and environmental protection."
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It is now time to put limits on the U.S. Navy Warfare Testing programs in the Pacific, Atlantic, and the Gulf
of Mexico.
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Please note that fish, marine life, and human health are not protected during these programs. The fishing
industry will also be harmed by these programs.
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It is time to protect the Pacific Ocean from redundant warfare testing which is now taking place in the
Atlantic, Pacific, and the Gulf of Mexico by both the U.S. Navy (and the U.S. Air Force in the Gulf of
Mexico).
Respectfully,
Rosalind Peterson
Agriculture Defense Coalition
Posted by: Rosalind Peterson | January 23, 2010 at 03:41 AM
This is only a preview. Your comment has not yet been posted.
Post

Edit

Your comment could not be posted. Error type:
Your comment has been saved. Comments are moderated and will not appear until approved by the author.
Post another comment
The letters and numbers you entered did not match the image. Please try again.

All L.A. Times Blogs
24 Frames

Afterword

All The Rage

Babylon & Beyond

Big Picture

Booster Shots

Brand X

California Politics

Comments Blog

Company Town

Culture Monster

D.C. Now

Daily Dish

Daily Mirror

Daily Travel & Deal Blog

Dodger Thoughts

Fabulous Forum

Gold Derby

Greenspace

Hero Complex

Homicide Report

Idol Tracker

Jacket Copy

L.A. at Home
L.A. Unleashed

As a final step before posting your comment, enter the letters and numbers you see in the image below.

L.A. Now

This prevents automated programs from posting comments.

La Plaza

Lakers

Having trouble reading this image? View an alternate.

Ministry of Gossip

Money & Co.

Opinion L.A.

Outposts

Continue

Pop & Hiss

Readers' Representative

Show Tracker

Technology

The Circuit

Ticket to Vancouver

Top of the Ticket

Varsity Times Insider

Post a comment
If you are under 13 years of age you may read this message board, but you may not participate.

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/greenspace/2010/01/marine-mammal-hot-spots-may-beco...

1/23/2010

NOAA may prohibit Navy sonar testing at marine mammal 'hot spots' | Greenspace | Los ... Page 3 of 3

Here are the full legal terms you agree to by using this comment form.
Comments are moderated, and will not appear until they've been approved.
If you have a TypeKey or TypePad account, please Sign In
Name:
Rosalind Peterson
E-mail Address:
info@californiaskywatch.com
URL:
www.californiaskywatch.com
Remember personal info?
Comments:

Preview

Post

Comments (1)
good.
Posted by: JEff | January 22, 2010 at 08:26 PM

News

Entertainment

Living

Multimedia

Top Blogs

More

Local
U.S. & World
Business
Technology
Sports
Opinion
Columnists
Obituaries

Television
Movies
Music
Arts & Culture
Celebrity
The Envelope
Calendar
Company Town
TV Listings
Movie Listings
Tickets

Travel
Health
Food
Home
Image
Magazine
Books
Autos
Hot List
Horoscopes
Crosswords

Video
Photos
Data Desk
Your Scene
Times on Twitter
RSS
Newsletters
Kindle
E-edition

L. A. Now
Fabulous Forum
TV Show Tracker
Celebrity
Politics
Music
Company Town
Arts and Culture
Health
Technology

Corrections
Readers' Rep
Print Edition
Contact Us | Help
About Us
LATMG Media Kit
Digital Media Kit
Subscribe
Manage My Account

Site Map

Coastline Pilot | Daily Pilot | Huntington Beach Independent | Valley Sun | Burbank Leader | News Press | KTLA | Hoy |
Brand X | LA, Los Angeles Times Magazine | ZAP2it
Baltimore Sun | Chicago Tribune | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Orlando Sentinel | Sun Sentinel |
The Morning Call
Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Los Angeles Times, 202 West 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012 | Copyright 2009

A Tribune Web site

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/greenspace/2010/01/marine-mammal-hot-spots-may-beco...

1/23/2010

