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DOT EARTH

Nine Bilion People. One Planet.

April 29, 2010, 4:21 pm

Florida Democrat Seeks Offshore Oil Hiatus

By ANDREW C. REVKIN

Senator Bill Nelson, the Florida Democrat, has drafted legislation that would suspend the Obama
administration’s plan to move forward with offshore exploration and drilling for new oil deposits until a
full investigation of the Gulf of Mexico explosion and spill is completed and new protocols developed to
prevent future accidents of this sort. This is probably only the beginning, given that the oil has yet to
reach coasts. Here’s the draft language:

Robert Brulle, a sociology professor at Drexel University who has long studied events that influence
environmental policy, sees the potential in the Gulf for a game changer:

When you look at well blowouts, they can become the biggest spills of all time. They can
run on for months. The biggest one in the Gulf was the Ixtoc | in 1979. This spill ran from
June 1979 to March 1980 (9 months) and released 140 million gallons of oil. By
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comparison, the Exxon Valdez (only!) released 10.8 million gallons.

This could have an enormous political impact. That type of spill size will eventually reach
recreational areas, and places where the press can easily document the adverse impacts of
the spill. Unlike global climate change, oil spills make for good graphic, and visual
coverage, the causal sequence is self evident, and denial is impossible. Think of week after
week of oil spill coverage on the nightly news. That is what happened with the Exxon
Valdez, which occurred in a remote area. This will make opening up offshore drilling very
difficult. Plus it is occurring in an area that is supportive of offshore drilling. When the
adverse impacts start hitting the recreation industries of the Gulf coast, the politics could get
very interesting.
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Christopher Yaun
Portsmouth NH

April 30th, 2010

4:54 am

The EARTH MATTERS

Heather and | were in New Orleans a few weeks ago and used a free day to drive to Grande Isle and Port
Fourchon (pronounced Foo-shon). Crossing the bridge to leave the island we could see maybe 100
Brown Pelicans feeding in the bay and an occasional large splash. We almost drove on but curiosity got
the better of us and we turned our rental around to investigate. Next to the 2 lane bridge is the remains of
an old wooden bridge, what is left of it has been converted to a short fishing pier and there we found 3
families enjoying a lazy afternoon. The pelicans were all swimming and “bobbing” for fish. And to our
suprise every few moments a Porpoise would stike at something we couldn’t see and were causing the
splashes that had caught out attention. After watching for a long while we discovered that if we gazed
without focusing, every few minutes we could see a Porpoise jump completely free of the water. The air
time was so brief and the bay so large that we could not “see” the action using ordinary focus. | can only
estimate from the “boiling” of the waters surface that there must have been hundreds of Porpoise feeding
in the bay along with a the Pelicans and 3 human families.

Port Fourchon is a huge story all by itself and | hope Joe or some qualified journalist would craft an
article explaining its history and signifigance. In brief, 85% of the oil rigs located off the coast of
Louisiana are serviced from Port Fourchon. | can only imagine that this sleepy port at the end of the road
is overwhelmed with activity today.

The prevailing currents should carry the oil slick east and away from Grand Isle. The Porpoise and
Pelicans and small fish there should be safe. But | imagine, farther east, uncounted populations of
innocent Porpoise and Pelicans and other creatures will be destroyed by this man made disaster.
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By 2050 or so, the world population is expected to reach nine billion, essentially adding two Chinas to
the number of people alive today. Those billions will be seeking food, water and other resources on a
planet where, scientists say, humans are already shaping climate and the web of life. In Dot Earth, which
recently moved from the news side of The Times to the Opinion section, Andrew C. Revkin examines
efforts to balance human affairs with the planet’s limits. Conceived in part with support from a John
Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, Dot Earth tracks relevant developments from suburbia to Siberia. The
blog is an interactive exploration of trends and ideas with readers and experts.

o Follow Revkin on Twitter | Facebook | Google Reader | YouTube | RSS
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April 29

Radio Days

Dot Earth on the radio.

April 28

Spill Response: Burn Baby Burn

Tests show that burning oil greatly reduces the risks from ocean spills.
April 27

On Climate Certainty and Climate Credibility

Have scientists been clear enough about climate uncertainty?
April 27

China’s Motives on Climate and Energy

Is China's "green" focus more about energy security than climate stability?

Green, a New Blog From the News Side

Energy and the Environment

How are climate change, scarcer resources, population growth and other challenges
reshaping society? From science to business to politics to living, reporters track the high-stakes pursuit
of a greener globe in a dialogue with experts and readers. Join the discussion at Green.

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/29/florida-democrat-seeks-offshore-oil-hiatus/?... 4/30/2010



Florida Democrat Seeks Offshore Oil Hiatus - Dot Earth Blog - NYTimes.com

Tag List

GLOBAL WARMING 468
CLIMATE CHANGE 438
ENERGY 194

CLIMATE 140
SUSTAINABILITY 126
POLITICS 119
GREENHOUSE GASES 112
MEDIA 98

OBAMA 88

CARBON DIOXIDE 88
ENVIRONMENTALISM 88
OCEANS 78

ARCTIC 77
ENVIRONMENT 69
POVERTY 64

Page 13 of 15

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/29/florida-democrat-seeks-offshore-oil-hiatus/?... 4/30/2010



Florida Democrat Seeks Offshore Oil Hiatus - Dot Earth Blog - NYTimes.com Page 14 of 15

CHINA 63
DISASTERS 62
SKEPTICS 61
TECHNOLOGY 60
SCIENCE 54
ECONOMICS 49
GLOBAL 48
POPULATION 46
COAL 45

OIL 45
DIPLOMACY 44
CONSERVATION 41
CONGRESS 40
RESILIENCE 40
BUSH 39

Cellphones as currency?

ALSO IN TECH »

How to opt out of Facebook's instant personalization
iPhonegate: latest updates

nytimes.com TECH
Stuart Elliott's In Advertising E-mail
Sign up for Stuart Elliott's exclusive column, sent every
m Monday. See Sample
info@californiaskywatch.com | sign Up
Change E-mail Address | Privacy Policy

Subscribe
e Dot Earth RSS

Home

World
uU.S.

N.Y. / Region
Business

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/29/florida-democrat-seeks-offshore-oil-hiatus/?... 4/30/2010



Florida Democrat Seeks Offshore Oil Hiatus - Dot Earth Blog - NYTimes.com Page 15 of 15

Technology
Science

Health

Sports
Opinion
Arts

Style
Travel
Jobs

Real Estate
Autos

Back to Top

Copyright 2010 The New York Times Company

Privacy
Terms of Service

Search
Corrections
RSS

First Look
Help
Contact Us
Work for Us
Advertise

Site Map

http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/04/29/florida-democrat-seeks-offshore-oil-hiatus/?... 4/30/2010



