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Vacuum Barges Deemed Safe to Join Oil Spill Response

Key contact numbers

Report oiled shoreline or request volunteer information: 
(866) 448-5816
Submit alternative response technology, services or 
products: (281) 366-5511 
Submit your vessel for the Vessel of Opportunity 
Program: (281) 366-5511
Submit a claim for damages: (800) 440-0858
Report oiled wildlife: (866) 557-1401
Medical support hotline:  (888) 623-0287

Deepwater Horizon Incident
Joint Information Center

Phone: (985) 902-5231
(985) 902-5240

HOUMA, La. – The vacuum barges in Louisiana have been deemed safe to re-join the fight against the oil spill in the Gulf.  The
vacuum barges were temporarily removed from service after safety concerns occurred including stability and the lack of lifesaving
and firefighting equipment. 

The Coast Guard Incident Commander in Houma, responsible for the safety of more than 10,000 response workers in Louisiana, and
the Coast Guard Captain of the Port of New Orleans, responsible for general vessel safety and inspections in Louisiana, consulted 
on the safety issues of the shallow water barge vacuum vessels.  They are satisfied that all concerns have been addressed and the
vessels are safe for all crewmembers aboard. 

“The Coast Guard supports the Louisiana vacuum barge project - fighting the oil is our priority. However, we will never
compromise the safety of all the men and women working so hard out in the field,” said Capt. Roger Laferriere, Coast Guard
Incident Commander in Houma. 

 

For information about the response effort, visit www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com.
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