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Could Secret Saudi Spill Hold Fix for Gulf Slick? 
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Chanan Tigay  

 
(May 14) -- Even as proposals pour in for cleaning up the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, one veteran of a massive (and secret) crude spill in the Persian 
Gulf says he has a tried-and-true solution.  
 
Now if only the people who could make it happen would return his calls.  
 
"No one's listening," says Nick Pozzi, who was an engineer with Saudi Aramco in the Middle East when he says an accident there in 1993 generated 
a spill far larger than anything the United States has ever seen.
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Eric Gay, AP 
A shrimp boat collects oil with booms in the waters of Chandeleur Sound, La., on May 5. An engineer who witnessed a crude spill in the Persian 
Gulf in 1993 says BP should use a fleet of empty supertankers to suck crude off the water's surface. 
 
According to Pozzi, that mishap, kept under wraps for close to two decades and first reported by Esquire, dumped nearly 800 million gallons of oil 
into the Persian Gulf, which would make it more than 70 times the size of the Exxon Valdez spill.  
 
But remarkably, by employing a fleet of empty supertankers to suck crude off the water's surface, Pozzi's team was not only able to clean up the spill, 
but also salvage 85 percent of the oil, he says.  
 
"We took [the oil] out of the water so it would save the environment off the Arabian Gulf, and then we put it into tanks until we could figure out how 
to clean it," he told AOL News.  
 
While BP, the oil giant at the center of the recent accident, works to stanch the leak from the sunken Deepwater Horizon rig, Pozzi insists the 
company should be following his lead. 
 
AOL News could not independently verify Pozzi's account, but one former Aramco employee did acknowledge that there was a large spill in the 
region in the early '90s, and that Aramco had used tankers to clean up earlier oil slicks. 
 
Pozzi, now retired, spent 17 years of his career in Saudi Arabia, part of it as a manager in Aramco's technical support and maintenance division.  
 
Shortly after the April 22 sinking of the Deepwater Horizon, he and a friend, Houston attorney Jon King (with whom Pozzi recently launched a 
business called Wow Environmental Solutions), traveled to Houma, La., headquarters for BP's response center, to offer up the lessons he'd learned 
working in the Persian Gulf.  
 
Ever since, he says, the pair's been stonewalled. 
 
When he called the manager at BP in charge of the cleanup effort, Pozzi says he was told "don't bother me." 
 
"He said, 'Follow procedures,' " Pozzi recalls. "He said, 'I'm taking names and I'm going to sue you.' "  
 
Next, Pozzi and King phoned the president of BP and left a message with his secretary. An hour later, though, they received a call from "from a 
young lady in BP headquarters" who asked how she might assist them. They told her about their plan -- but have received no further contact.  
 
Then, early this week, the duo say they spoke with Capt. Ed Stanton, the Coast Guard commander overseeing a length of the affected coastline. 
Stanton asked for a written proposal. That's the last Pozzi and King heard from him. 
 
"It sounds so simple that they turn around and say, 'That was years ago. We've got modern technology now,' " Pozzi says. "But their modern 
technology isn't working too well." 
 
Last week BP lowered a concrete-and-steel containment dome into the gulf in a highly chronicled effort to cap the underwater leak, only to have to 
quickly abort that effort.  
 
Meantime, Saudia Arabia is sitting on the world's largest fleet of supertankers. Pozzi suggests that the U.S. government tell the Saudis: " 'Hey, we 
helped you out, can you help us out? Lend us some supertankers.' For a little payback for helping them out during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait." 
 
Moreover, he says, "there are many, many, many other countries that have oil tankers" that, for a price, could be deployed off Louisiana. 
 
Stephen Reilly, CEO of Slickbar, a leading oil spill equipment and vessels manufacturer, says that while he's unfamiliar with supertankers being used 
in this way, Pozzi's proposal could well work. 
 
"Any containment area or barge or tanker can be used for reception, and they certainly have the pumping system on board," Reilly says. "So in terms 
of using assets like that to pump stuff into tanks, by all means." 
 
Pozzi speculates that the reluctance on the part of those he's contacted comes down to one word: cash. When oil tankers are taken out of service for a 
special project like this, they stop earning money for their owners. 
 
BP, Pozzi says, should "step up to the plate" and offer to pay anyone willing to lend a tanker whatever they would lose in profits by dispatching one 
of their ships to the gulf region. 
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BP on Thursday said the cost of battling the spill has reached nearly $450 million.  
 
Calls to BP and Stanton were not immediately returned. The BP press line voice mail message asks anyone offering "technical solutions" to dial 
another number to "most efficiently" address the suggestion. 
 
During his years with Aramco, Pozzi says, he took a number of approaches to cleaning oil spills, from dumping flour into the sea and hauling out the 
resultant tar gobs to dropping hay into the slicks and burning it. 
 
The 1993 Persian Gulf spill, Pozzi says, began when Aramco was loading a tanker and "the umbilical cord got away." Oil started spewing from the 
pumps. Panicked, a line of tankers waiting to be filled began hightailing away from the flammable spray. Massive ships maneuvered in tight quarters. 
It was chaos. 
 
Because of a confidentiality agreement with Aramco, Pozzi won't describe exactly what happened next, except to say that "there were [then] other 
mishaps causing other oil to spill." 
 
"The order of magnitude rose exponentially due to the panic level," he says. 
 
The tankers worked for the next six months skimming oil off the water's surface and pumping it into tanks for cleaning. Cleanup efforts went on for 
several years after that. Still, that such an enormous slick could be successfully cleaned ought to point the way this time around, Pozzi says. 
 
"My guys have worked on a lot of oil spills, and back in the late '80s and early '90s we figured out the best way to clean up oil through lessons 
learned," he says. "This is what we think they need to do. We know it works." 
 
Or, as King puts it: "We just want them to get off their ass and use multiple solutions to clean this crap." 
Filed under: Nation 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
 
2010 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Print  

Hot Leads 

TAUSEEF MUSTAFA/AFP/Getty Images 
Surge Is Already On in Afghanistan 
-- Fox News 

 Video: How to Tackle Holiday Travel Troubles -- Today 
 Secret Message In Sistine Chapel? -- Huffington Post 
 What Another Korean War Could Look Like -- AOL News 
 Palestinian Fatah Fighters Rehabilitate in Israel -- Time 
 Ford to Kill Mercury Brand -- Newser 
 CNN’s Larry King Problem -- Atlantic Wire 

Email Aim Facebook Digg Fark It Twitter More

Page 3 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...



MORE HEADLINES 

Related From Our Partners 

David Gordon: The Gulf Oil Spill: A Catastrophe Felt Around the World
Huffington Post - 3 days ago 
BP Played Key Role In Botched Exxon Valdez Response
Huffington Post - 6 days ago 
Why Doesn’t the Government Make BP Come Clean on Oil Spill Volume?
DailyFinance - 16 days ago 
Attention shoppers: Gulf spill could affect you
Salon - 28 days ago 

New Comments System on the Way 

Valued AOL News readers, we have heard your requests for a commenting area that supports lively discourse -- including a wide range of opinion 
across the political spectrum -- but does not tolerate vulgarity and hate-mongering. Although it is taking some time, AOL is working hard to 
reconfigure the system so that it is a top-notch experience for all visitors to the site. In the meantime, Facebook users can visit AOL News on 
Facebook to join the conversations there. Please also continue to send us your thoughts via our feedback page. 

 

TOP NEWS 

 AP 

 Subscribe to http://feeds.news.aol.com/synfeeds/collect/10/rss.xml 

 Real-Time Web  

 Official: NY car bomb suspect did a dry run 

4 MINUTES AGO 

 Expedition to contain oil leak begins in Gulf 

1 HOUR 51 MINUTES AGO 

 UK election: Best bet is that history will be made 

Sponsored Links

Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance 
Take Advantage of Government Refinance Programs Now and Save. 
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com 

NEWS: iPads for $23.74? 
Special Report: Apple iPads are being auctioned for an incredible 80% off! 
www.QuiBids.com 

Refinance Now 4.0% FIXED! 
$160,000 Mortgage for $633/mo. Free. No Obligation. Get 4 Quotes! 
Mortgage.LendGo.com 

Buy a link here  

Related From AOL News 

BP Exec: 'Everyone Is Frustrated' by 
Gulf Spill
7 days ago 
Obama Slams Oil Companies 
Involved in Gulf Spill
17 days ago 
With Oil Spill Spreading, BP Spreads 
Blame
28 days ago 

Page 4 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...



46 MINUTES AGO 

 Russian special forces storm oil tanker, free ship 

1 HOUR 56 MINUTES AGO 

 Greek bank workers strike over deaths 

47 MINUTES AGO 

 Geithner, Paulson to address meltdown probe 

52 MINUTES AGO 

 Court gives death penalty to Mumbai siege gunman 

ONE MINUTE AGO 

 UK election: Best bet is that history will be made (AP) 

3 MINUTES AGO 

 Greeks urged to 'step back from the brink' 

ONE MINUTE AGO 

 Flights resume as ash cloud clears 

2 MINUTES AGO 

 Official: NY car bomb suspect did a dry run 

2 MINUTES AGO 

 Feds let BP avoid filing blowout plan for Gulf rig 

2 MINUTES AGO 

 

SPOTLIGHT 

     

Sponsored Links

Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance 
Take Advantage of Government Refinance Programs 
Now and Save. 
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com 

NEWS: iPads for $23.74? 
Special Report: Apple iPads are being auctioned for an 
incredible 80% off! 
www.QuiBids.com 

Refinance Now 4.0% FIXED! 
$160,000 Mortgage for $633/mo. Free. No Obligation. 
Get 4 Quotes! 
Mortgage.LendGo.com 

  Buy a link here   

Michelle Ruiz 
Contributor 
Video of Teen Forced Into Van Leads to 
Strange Twist 

 
Andrew Schneider 
Senior Public Health Correspondent 

Page 5 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...



Meet the Team  » 

POPULAR ON AOL NEWS 

1. Video of Teen Forced Into Van Leads to Strange Twist  
2. Glenn Beck Apologizes for Mocking Obama's Daughter  
3. Was Michelangelo Sending a Sacrilegious Message?  
4. Cambodia's 'Jungle Woman' Flees Back to Wild  
5. After Fix Fail, a Dispiriting Summer of Oil, Anger  
6. DNA Clue May End 38-Year Mystery, and a Sister's Pain  
7. Teacher of the Year Accused of Sex Tryst With Student  
8. BP Says 'Top Kill' Has Failed to Plug Gulf Oil Leak  
9. Mom Finds Long-Lost Kids on Facebook  

10. Report: Ex-'Survivor' Producer Took Out Life Insurance  

  

 Matt Lewis on FOX News: Sestak 'Job' Offer, Hillary Clinton on Taxing the Rich 
 U.S. Military Will Assist South Korea With Naval Defense 
 Rep. Mark Kirk Admits Campaign Bio Listed Wrong Military Award 
 Israeli Attack Kills 10 Aboard Aid Ships Bound for Gaza 
 Obama Memorial Day Wreath-Laying Need Not Be at Arlington Cemetery 

More Stories » 

  

 DoSomething Award Finalists Announced 
 Nun Stops Would-Be Thief in His Tracks 
 NYC Buzzes About Subway Superman 
 School Lunch Bill Gets Big-Name Backing 
 How DeWyze Became Newest 'Idol' 

More Stories » 

   

News From Our Partners 

 

 Tensions Escalate over Israel Raid on Gaza Aid Flotilla 
 Early 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' Gay-Ban Vote Draws Critics 
 Summer of Oil Looms for Beleaguered Gulf Coast 
 Study: Link Between Antidepressants and Miscarriage 
 The World Cup Comes to the People of the Dew 

Find us on Facebook 

AOL News 

Like 

AOL News has 18,365 fans

Geordan Ebireri Scott Shelby Sandie

Thomas Crystal James MaryAnn ZusaNna

Facebook social plugin 

Page 6 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...



More Stories »  

 

 GOP Gets Boost in Gubernatorial Races 
 Israel: Raid Was Self Defense 
 Hurricane Season Sparks Oil Worries 
 Lawyers Fight Naomi Campbell War Crimes Testimony 
 Tropical Storm Kills 99 in Central America 

More Stories »  

 

 Robert Reich: Why Obama Should Put BP Under Temporary Receivership 
 Omar Baddar: Israel Attacks Gaza Freedom Flotilla 
 Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand: They've Done the Job Abroad But Can't Find a Job at Home 
 Ahmed Moor: Breaking the Israeli-Egyptian Siege of Gaza 

More Stories »  

 

 Is It Free Speech to Heckle at a Marine's Funeral? 
 9 Die as Israel Halts Flotilla, Obama Meeting Sunk 
 Failure in the Gulf: 'This Is Literally a War' 
 U.S. Troops in Afghanistan Mark Memorial Day 
 Japan Backs Seoul's Bid to Punish NKorea 

More Stories »  

 

 How Big Oil Conned Obama 
 Time to Short Apple Stock 
 The Deadliest Art Ever 
 The Most Annoying (or Beloved) Pitch Woman on TV 
 5 Must-Read Short-Story Collections 

More Stories »  

 

 Can Obama Control Oil-Spill Political Damage? 
 Kim Jong-il Is Looking for a Way out of the Crisis 
 New 'Sex and the City' Movie Is Cartoonish, Lame 
 How the Economic Crisis in Europe Will Impact America 
 Is Rand Paul Crazier Than Anyone Else in D.C.? 

More Stories »  

 

 Does Washington care about unemployment? 
 BP spill: What happens if the oil gushes until August? 
 Is Sarah Palin a feminist? 
 Sestak: Was Bill Clinton's job offer a crime? 
 Should Obama challenge Arizona's immigration law? 

More Stories »  

 

 GOOD QUESTION!: Can Icing Your Bro Save Congress? 
 Is Sex And The City 2 Racist? 
 World Reacts to Israeli Attack on Gaza Aid Flotilla 
 SPATWATCH: Glenn Beck vs. Malia Obama 
 5 Best Sunday Columns 

More Stories »  

 

 Antidepressants, Miscarriage Linked 
 URLs Gone Hilariously Wrong 
 Female Knuckleballer Makes US Debut 

Page 7 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...



 The Long History of How We Care for Our Dead 
 Jacko Leaves Kids $33M Each 

More Stories »  

 

 Israeli forces storm Gaza aid convoy 
 BP's underwater oil claims disputed 
 Why golf balls didn't work 
 Storm kills 100 in Central America 
 Aircraft wind downs limbs, injures 10 

More Stories »  

 

 9 killed in Israeli raid of ships carrying Gaza aid 
 Netanyahu cancels D.C. visit 
 Cash a weapon against Taliban 
 In gulf, new business for captains 
 In 'gotcha' game, gotten play too 

More Stories »  

Best of the Web >>>  

Oprah Ending Charity? 

 

Long-time 'Angel Network' set to end. 

That's Awkward 

 

YouTube

Reporter gets parking ticket on live TV. 

'Tornado Intercept' 

 

 

Watch free Nat Geo episode right now. 

The Big Stuff 

 

 American Idol Winner  
 Gulf Oil Spill  
 World Cup TV Schedule 
 UFC 114 Results 
 Royal Weddings 
 DWTS Winner 
 Baby Food Diet 

What's a Blog?  

Page 8 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...



 

 

Think people know? Watch the video. 

Hot Site: Burbia 

 

 

The web's funniest pics. 

 

 Search Footer Tab 1 

 

Feedback 

Latest news, weather, health, business, sports, science, money, entertainment, world news, elections, weird news and more. 

 

 Terms of Use |  
 Privacy Policy |  
 Trademarks |  
 AOL A-Z |  
 HELP 

 © 2010 All Rights Reserved AOL News. © AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 Back to Top 

Search News and Topics Search

What's Hot 

 Israel Storms Flotilla 
 Marine Helicopter 
 German President 

Horst Koehler 
 Oil Spill 
 Racist Skit 
 Tropical Storm 
 Canadian Commander 
 Glenn Beck 
 Rand Paul 

On AOL News 

 AOL News 
Team 

 About AOL 
News 

 Steve 
Pendlebury 

 Buck Wolf 
 James Graff 
 Andrea Stone 

AOL News Topics 

 The Point 
 National News 
 World News 
 Science News 
 Health News 
 AOL News' Top 

Stories 

Quick Links 

 Political 
News 

 Sports News 
 Fantasy 

Football 
 Jay Mariotti 
 Lisa Olson 
 NFL 
 NBA 
 MMA 
 2010 

Elections 

More Sites 

 Switched 
 Asylum 
 Lemondrop 
 Tech News 
 Financial News 
 BloggingStocks 
 Personal 

Finance 
 Moviefone 
 Horoscopes 

Sites and Services 

 Download AOL 
News Toolbar 

 TV Listings 
 Watch TV Shows 
 Health Info 
 Celebrity News 
 Singles 

Page 9 of 9Could Cleanup Fix for Gulf Oil Spill Lie in Secret Saudi Disaster? - AOL News

5/31/2010http://www.aolnews.com/nation/article/could-cleanup-fix-for-gulf-oil-spill-lie-in-secret-sa...


