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Wild horses - symbol of the West moving east? 
Barbara Clarke 
Friday, March 12, 2010 

A rancher was quoted in a 
documentary about the problems 
involved with the reintroduction 
of the nearly extinct Mexican 
wolf as saying, "We don't want 
them." No science. No statistics. 
No reason or clear argument. 
Just "we don't want them." 

That statement is the crux of the 
whole problem facing animals in 
the West today, and the basis for 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar's 
opinions on how to manage the 
dwindling herds of wild horses.  

The ranching community still believes in the 19th 
century notion of Manifest Destiny: the right to claim 
the West for human endeavors. 

And this is no small notion. For Salazar, a fifth-
generation rancher, the belief that the West belongs to ranchers - and by extension, 
cattle - is deep and pervasive. For more than 150 years, the livestock industry has clawed 
its way across the continent in search of forage for hungry cattle and sheep. This neo-
exploration was and still is backed by the federal government through subsidies and 
ridiculously low grazing fees. 

And even though the prairies and rangelands once supported millions of grazing wildlife, 
including buffalo and mustangs, by the beginning of the 20th century the once-lush 
rangeland west of the Mississippi had been reduced to stubble, with native grasses 
obliterated and alarming damage done to waterways.  

Anything and anyone that threatened this quest, or was seen as a competitor for forage, 
was soon eliminated. American Indians were pushed off ancestral lands and whole 
species were slaughtered in the name of protecting livestock and grazing. Wolves, 
coyotes, eagles, bears, ground squirrels and wild horses came in the crosshairs of 
powerful weapons with the full support of our nation's leaders. 

The American government wanted the West. The ranchers gave it to them. And in no 
small way this has made cattle and all the issues surrounding them politically 
untouchable. 
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The DreamCatcher Wild Horse and Burro Sanctuary in Northeastern 
California is home to 225 horses and burros and supporter of the federal 
ROAM Act (S1579), which provides added protections for wild horses. 
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So it is no surprise that with the appointment of a rancher to head the Department of the 
Interior, the president - who espouses change but is granting a $26 million increase in 
budget for Salazar to remove wild horses from federal lands - has opened the door to an 
increase in the agonies that accompany Manifest Destiny.  

Wild horses, which have a clear fossil and DNA linage to our continent, are being pushed 
off of lands set aside for them by Congress in unprecedented numbers in the dubious 
name of saving them from starvation or protecting ecosystems. Yet observers at 
roundups continue to see healthy horses being captured, thriving rangeland and most 
notably, no decrease in the number of cattle allowed to graze the same supposedly 
sensitive areas. 

This rush to sweep wild horses off the rangeland has the full support of Salazar. And why 
not? When he looks at the mustangs, he sees them through a 150-year lens of ranching. 
Wild horses are competitors for forage, inhabit areas wanted for mining and do not 
generate hunting fees. So Salazar wants them transplanted back East - somewhere, on 
pseudo-sanctuaries, at a cost of $96 million, where he believes people will pay to watch 
once-wild horses eat grass all day. 

His plan is not surprising. It is the final chapter in the long saga of claiming the West. 
Soon the horses, like the buffalo and the wolf and so many other beings, will be mere 
shadows of the species they once were. And our president, and his appointees, can go 
down in history as those who stole the magnificence of the West from our children. 

Barbara Clarke is director of the 2,000-acre DreamCatcher Wild Horse and Burro 
Sanctuary in Northeastern California, home to 225 horses and burros and supporter of 
the federal ROAM Act (S1579), which provides added protections for wild horses. 

This article appeared on page A - 12 of the San Francisco Chronicle 

PRINT E-MAIL COMMENTS 

More Articles

From SFGate.com: 

No recession at Black Fleece store 
03/16/2010 
Oakland skills center given stimulus boost 
03/12/2010 
Pelosi's time 
03/17/2010 
Indians: Vallejo's plans for park desecration 
03/13/2010 
Toyota, US inspectors examine wrecked NY Prius 
03/17/2010 

From Around The Web: 

Federal govt pledges money for sage grouse in West 
03/12/2010 - seattletimes.nwsource.com 
16m plan to safeguard free grazing in forest 
03/16/2010 - telegraph.co.uk 
Americans are becoming news "grazers" 
03/17/2010 - cyberjournalist.net 
The bald eagle: An amazing comeback story in 
Oregon's backyard 
03/18/2010 - bendbulletin.com 
States' Rights Is Rallying Cry of Resistance for 
Lawmakers 
03/17/2010 - nytimes.com 

Related Searches: Federal government of the United States, Native Americans in the United States, Manifest 
Destiny 

 

 

Submit Characters left: 1000

Pt. Reyes' forgotten site 
People pack into those coastal camps. But this 
underused area is one of Tom Stienstra's faves. 

 Comments (0) 

TECHNOLOGY 
PROFESSIONALS Company 

Autodesk 

      More Jobs »

 
What you can rent in the Bay 
Area for $3,000 a month 
This live-work unit in the Stanley 
Saitowitz-designed Yerba Buena Lofts 
development features... 

More Bay Area rentals for $3,000 or less  
The Bay Area lacks appeal for young adults  
Real estate pros looking for work?  

 
711 Redwood Ave Corte 
Madera, CA 94925  
CORTE MADERA  
$949,000  
3 Beds, 2.0 Bath  
Morgan Lane  
More Properties  

Search Real Estate »

 
Honda recalling Odysseys, 
Elements over brakes 
Honda Motor Co. will recall more than 
410,000 Odyssey minivans and Element 
small trucks because of braking system 
problems... 

Ford Motor Co. shares hit five-year high  
Toyota official: Prius in NY crash yielding data  
Over 100 complaints about fixed Toyotas  

 
2008 Chrysler Aspen  
$22,988  
San Leandro Nissan, 
Hyundai, Kia  
Details | Similar Cars  

Search Cars »

  
BlackBerry Pearl 8120 Grey 
Unlocked Quadband 

SHARE

Subscribe to the San Francisco Chronicle and get a gift: 

 

Sunday + a $15 gift card

Fri-Sun + a $15 gift card

Mon-Sun + a $25 gift card

Select an offer

Page 2 of 3Wild horses - symbol of the West moving east?

3/18/2010http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/03/12/EDPK1CED52.DTL



Better changer - 
Mom or Dad? 

Indie rock icon 
Alex Chilton dies 

Menus that capture 
a place. Bauer 

How politicians 
become ungay! 

Ex-principal in SF 
heads to Rwanda 

Ads by Yahoo! 

Online College Degrees 
Get your AA, BA, Masters or PhD at a Top Online School. Start Now. 
(CollegeDegreeNetwork.com/Degrees) 

Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance 
Taken Advantage of Government Refinance Programs. 
(www.SeeRefinanceRates.com) 

Compare Top CD Rates 
Search CDs from 100s of Banks Plus News, Tips, Advice and More. 
(www.Bankrate.com) 

 

AKC Toy/Miniature Poodles 

Adorable Cream Sable 
Pomeranian 

Pomeranian small puppy 
AKC 

Browse ads | Place an ad »

Home News Sports Business Entertainment Food Living Travel Columns Buy & Sell Jobs Real Estate Cars Site Index 

Advertising Services: Place a Classified Advertise in Print Advertise Online About Our Ads Public Notices  
Reader Services: Home Delivery Subscribers E-Edition Mobile RSS Feeds Newsletters Feedback Buy Photos FAQ Corrections Get Us  
Company Info: Contact Us Hearst Corp. Privacy Policy Terms and Conditions Work for Us Chronicle in Education Events & Promotions Submissions  

[return to top]

© 2010 Hearst Communications Inc.  

 

Page 3 of 3Wild horses - symbol of the West moving east?

3/18/2010http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/03/12/EDPK1CED52.DTL


