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Who Killed the Honey Bee?
Programme information
Bees are dying in their millions. It's an ecological crisis that threatens to bring global agriculture to a standstill. Introduced by Martha Kearney, this
documentary explores the reasons behind the decline of bee colonies across the globe, investigating what might be at the root of this devastation.

Honey bees are the number one insect pollinator on the planet, responsible for the production of over 90 crops. Apples, berries, cucumbers, nuts,
cabbages and even cotton will struggle to be produced if bee colonies continue to decline at the current rate. Empty hives have been reported from as far
afield as Taipei and Tennessee. In England, the matter has caused beekeepers to march on parliament to call on the government to fund research into
what they say is potentially a bigger threat to humanity than the current financial crisis.

Investigating the problem from a global perspective, the programme travels from the farm belt of California to the flatlands of East Anglia to the outback
of Australia. They talk to the beekeepers whose livelihoods are threatened by Colony Collapse Disorder, the scientists entrusted with solving the
problem, and the Australian beekeepers who are making a fortune replacing the planet's dying bees. They also look at some of the possible reasons for
the declining numbers - is it down to a bee plague, pesticides, malnutrition, or is the answer something even more frightening?

Who Killed The Honeybee? is part of a season of programmes on BBC Four exploring how food gets from the fields to our kitchen table. It documents the
revolution this process has undergone in Britain over the past 100 years and examines how the countryside has changed as a result.
Broadcast on:
BBC Four, 8:00pm Monday 27th April 2009
Duration:
60 minutes
Available until:
10:59pm Sunday 3rd May 2009
Categories:
Sign Zone,
Factual,
Science & Nature
Credits:
Key talent
Martha Kearney
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More like this

Natural World
6. Great White Shark - A...
Mike Rutzen swims into great white shark hunting grounds to understand them bett... (R)

Natural World
7. Cuckoo
Just how does the cuckoo trick other birds into accepting its eggs and raising i... (R)

Natural World
8. The Mountains of the M...
Sandesh Kadur explores the natural wonders of the Western Ghats mountains. (R)

Natural World
11. Elephants Without Bor...
Researcher Mike Chase has a plan which could safeguard the future of Botswana's... (R)
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Natural World
12. Snow Monkeys
Documenting the lives of Japan's mountain-dwelling snow monkeys. (R)

Natural World
14. A Farm for the Future
Rebecca Hosking investigates low-energy farming that does not rely on fossil fue... (R)

Natural World
15. Iron Curtain, Ribbon...
A look at the no-man's-land created by the Iron Curtain, which became a haven fo... (R)

Natural World
9. Polar Bears and Grizzl...
A look at how bears, ever intelligent and resourceful, are adapting to a warming... (R)

Natural World
10. Man-eating Tigers of...
How the tigers of the Sundarbans forest kill up to fifty forest workers a year. (R)

Natural World
13. Cassowaries
Following the dramatic attempts to save the endangered giant birds. (R)

The Weather
1. Rain
Film taking a scientific look at rain and how mankind has adapted or succumbed t... (R)

The Weather
2. Snow
Taking a scientific journey into the microscopically tiny world of the snow crystal...

Landward
Episode 4
Sarah Mack helps celebrate Perth Farmers' Market's 10th birthday.

Click
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Click
Sat, 25 Apr 2009
Guide to the latest gadgets, websites, games and computer industry news.

Planet Earth
4. Caves
This edition is all about Earth's final frontier - caves. (R)

Wild
Shark Therapy 2
World champion freediver Tanya Streeter confronts her shark phobia in the Maldiv... (R)

Countryfile
Sun, 26 Apr 2009
Matt Baker and Julia Bradbury visit the South Downs, plus James Wong on beating hay...

The Weather
3. Winds
A scientific look at wind, caused by temperature, pressure and the earth's rotation...
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