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With the new meters, customers will be able to go online and see how much energy they're using, giving them options on how to save money. 

“Who is this good for?” asked Elizabeth Fuller, a Sebastopol resident not satisfied by the explanations offered by PG&E. 

“Will I send tweets to my refrigerator?” She scoffed at the notion of savings, wondering if the suggested benefits would appear as a suggestion 
to cook dinner at 3 a.m. 

Sebastopol resident Nancy Hubert said the issue “is a matter of choice. ... I think this is pretty outrageous actually.” 

The meters have already been installed of some areas of California and have generated a class action lawsuit in Bakersfield over higher-than-
expected bills. 

PG&E staff said any concerns should be directed to the company but also to the California Public Utilities Commission, which oversees the 
utility company's actions and has jurisdiction on the issue. 

Mayor Sarah Gurney said options for the council at its Feb. 16 meeting include scheduling a town hall meeting, getting state legislators 
involved and possibly a lobbying effort to the utilities commission should the council see the need for future action. 

Concerns in Sebastopol over electromagnetic fields are not new. 

 An effort to get free wireless Internet service in the city in 2008 first was approved, then failed when the council rescinded its approval after 
hearing from many critics of Wi-Fi. The critics believed the radiation emitted by wireless equipment, cell phones and similar devices could 
cause adverse health effects. 

That decision brought international attention to the town and when local high school students took up the issue in favor of the service, the 
council said it would bring the issue back for reconsideration. 

 Previous Page 
 1 
 2 
 3 
 Next Page 

Your Name

Your Email

Recipient's Email

Send

Yahoo! Buzz

Page 4 of 7Sebastopol residents lash out against PG&E plan for 'smart meters' | | PressDemocrat.com

2/22/2010http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20100203/ARTICLES/100209872?p=2&tc=pg



 
All rights reserved. This copyrighted material may not be re-published without permission. Links are encouraged.  

    
    
    
 Enlarge Text  
 Email  
 Print  
 Reprint  
 Share 

   

   

   

    

 View One Page
 WITH PHOTO  
 NO PHOTO  
 FACEBOOK  
    
 YAHOO  
 NEWSVINE  
 DEL.ICIO.US  

 

 
  

Events Calendar More Events  Submit Event  

 22 Mon  
 23 Tue  
 24 Wed  
 25 Thu  
 26 Fri  
 Sponsored by:  

   

 Most Read  
 Most Emailed  
 Most Recent  

Your Name

Your Email

Recipient's Email

Send

Refinance Now at 
4.0% Fixed 
$160,000 Mortgage for 
$633/mo. Free. No 
obligation. Get 4 
quotes. 
MortgageRefinance 

No Exam Life 
Insurance 
Get Super Cheap Life 
Insurance Online – No 
Medical Exam 
Required. 
No-Exam-Life 

Experienced DUI 
Attorneys 
Find an Experienced 
DUI Attorney. Save 
Your License. 
clikpath.net/DUI 

Ads by Yahoo!

Enter event type or date

Yahoo! Buzz

Page 5 of 7Sebastopol residents lash out against PG&E plan for 'smart meters' | | PressDemocrat.com

2/22/2010http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20100203/ARTICLES/100209872?p=2&tc=pg



 Sacrificing for success  
 Retirement bonuses pitched to thin Santa Rosa payroll  
 FBI raids Sonoma State offices  
 A new life on the court  
 Proposed cuts worry clinics  
 Girl, 17, arrested for DUI after Petaluma crash  
 Heads up, pet owners: Beware of preying owls  
 Concern over senior drivers  
 GUEST OPINION: Stop sign for the bike boulevard  
 Getaways grounded  

  

 

NEWS 

 News  

 Local  

 Business  

 California  

 Nation/World  

 Around the 

Empire  

 Education  

 Politics  

 Opinion  

 Editorials  

 Letters to the 

Editor  

PHOTOS 

 Video  

 Blogs  

 Forums  

 Magazine  

 Petaluma360.com  

 WineTravel.com  

 North Bay 

Business 

Journal  

 SonomaPets  

 Obituaries  

 Guest Books  

 Funeral 

SPORTS 

 Sports  

 Colleges  

 NFL  

 NBA  

 MLB  

 NHL  

 Racing  

 Tennis  

 Golf  

 MLS  

 NASCAR  

 Giants  

 Raiders  

ENTERTAINMENT 

 Entertainment  

 Music & 

Nightlife  

 Movies  

 Dining  

 Theater  

 Arts  

 Things to Do  

 TV Listings  

 Numbrix  

 Suduko  

 Games  

 Living  

REAL ESTATE 

 Real Estate  

 Rentals  

 New Home 

Communities  

 Agent 

Directory  

 Open Homes  

 Rate 

Calculator  

 Jobs  

 Autos  

 Find a Car  

 Build a Car  

CLASSIFIEDS 

 Classifieds  

 For 

Sale/Wanted  

 Pets  

 Services  

 Legal  

 Rentals  

 Autos  

 Open Homes  

 Garage Sales  

 Place an Ad  

 Ads  

 News in 

Page 6 of 7Sebastopol residents lash out against PG&E plan for 'smart meters' | | PressDemocrat.com

2/22/2010http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20100203/ARTICLES/100209872?p=2&tc=pg



 Contact Us  
 About Us  
 Advertising  
 Subscribe  
 Work for Us  
 Help  
 Privacy Policy  
 About Our Ads  
 Corrections  
 RSS  
 Terms of Service  
 Photo Reprints  
 Site Map  

Copyright © 2010 PressDemocrat.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only.  
 

 Columns  

 Chris Smith  

 Bob Padecky  

 Robert Rubino  

 Lowell Cohn  

 Paul Gullixson  

 Gaye LeBaron  

 News Archive  

Notices and 

Guest Books  

 Special 

Sections  

 Data Center  

 Weather  

 Frontlines  

 The New 

Economy  

 AGA Collapse  

 49ers  

 Sports 

Columnists  

 Stats  

 49ers Blog  

 PD Preps  

 Preps Schedule  

 Tickets  

 Dining  

 Food  

 Wine  

 Green Living  

 Home and 

Garden  

 Horoscopes  

 Travel  

 Life & Health  

 Jeff Cox 

Reviews  

 Search for 

Restaurants  

 Tickets  

 Research  

 Shopping  

 Weather 

history  

 Newspaper 

archives  

 Photos  

 Poll Results  

 Celebrate 

Community  

 Celebrations  

Education  

 Circulation 

and 

Subscriptions  

 Newspaper 

Ads  

 Mobile  

 Place an Ad  

 Events  

 Staff Directory  

 Local 

Businesses  

Page 7 of 7Sebastopol residents lash out against PG&E plan for 'smart meters' | | PressDemocrat.com

2/22/2010http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20100203/ARTICLES/100209872?p=2&tc=pg


