
  

On a clear day.... Nasa reveals mesmerising 'blue marble' images of 
Earth 
By Daily Mail Reporter 
Last updated at 8:23 AM on 03rd March 2010 

These spectacular 'blue marble' images are the most detailed views of Earth to date. 

Using a collection of satellite images, scientists painstakingly stitched together months of observations to create these montages 
which show the surface of the continents and oceans in stunning detail. 

 

This mesmerising view of Earth is a montage of images taken by the Terra satellite orbiting 435miles above the planet's surface 

Much of the imagery came from a space camera onboard the Nasa satellite Terra, which is orbiting 435miles above the Earth's 
surface. 
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A spokesman from the Nasa Goddard Space Flight Center, which released the pictures, said: 'These are spectacular "blue marble" 
images, which show the beauty of our small planet.' 

The two pictures show opposite sides of Earth. One reveals the entire North American continent, Central America, the northern half 
of South America, Greenland and the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, in one perfect shot. 

The other highlights most of Europe, Africa and Asia. However, both northern Europe and Australia are just out of the picture. 

Our planet's surface covers 197 million square miles with 57 million square miles of land and the rest as water.  

 

India takes centre stage here with the vast continent of Africa curving away to the left. Images were taken every eight days to reveal land surface that might otherwise be obscured by 
cloud 

The land and coastal ocean portions of the images are based on surface observations collected from June through September 
2001 and combined every eight days to compensate for clouds that might block the sensor’s view of the surface on any single day.

Nasa has been photographing the Earth from space since the first camera equipped satellites were launched into space in the 
early 1960's. 

Since then the space agency has been compiling images of our home planet year on year, with the most iconic image being the 
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famous 'Blue Marble' photograph taken by the astronauts of Apollo 17 in 1972. 

 

This 'Blue Marble' image was taken by Apollo 17 astronauts on December 7, 1972.  With the Sun behind them, the Earth had the appearance of a marble, hence the name 
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'Earthrise' was taken in 1968 by astronaut William Anders during the Apollo 8 mission, which was the first manned voyage to orbit the Moon. The image (right) from October 24, 1946, 
was taken at an altitude of 65 miles by a 35mm camera within a V-2 missile and showed the first pictures of Earth as seen from space. The missile which had been taken from the 
Germans at the end of World War II and was launched in the New Mexico desert  
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It's the picture agency's fault. They have acquired them from NASA and are now marketing them as a news story. These sort of stories belong in National Geographic or some such 
publication rather than a daily newspaper. 

- ric, London, 03/3/2010 15:32 
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Report abuse 
Jen, Yorkshire, England.  
 
The Earth is actually an 'oblate spheroid'. Which means that in a straight line from North Pole to South pole the distance is shorter  
than the distance, in a straight line, is longer.  
A globe is spherical. The Earth is a flattened globe. 

- Tas1962,, Llangatwg, Cymru, UK., 03/3/2010 15:15 
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If you look closely you can see the energy abuse coming from the estate of Al Gore! Looks like he's on a one man campaign to warm the planet. 

- 312capri, Las Cruces, USA, 03/3/2010 15:12 
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Larry, Lansing, MI, USA, 03/3/2010 13:15..........require CO2 to "breath".....  
This is a common misconception. Plants "breathe" out Carbon dioxide as do almost all living things when they respire (Burn sugars by combination with oxygen to produce energy for 
the 7 life processes)  
Plants use carbon dioxide in the atmosphere to produce sugars by photosynthesis and release oxygen as a by-product.  
As simplified as possible the reaction is this;  
6CO2 + 6H2O= 6O2 + C6H12O6 (One molecule of a sugar) The Numbers indicate the number of molecules or atoms.  
C6=6 atoms of Carbon, 6H2O=6 molecules of water.(12 hydrogen and 6 oxygen)  
Without this process all living things would die since plants give off oxygen and take in carbon dioxide, however all living things (Some organisms excepted) give off carbon dioxide.  
Considering that there are so many living organisms giving off carbon dioxide and when we burn anything carbon dioxide is given off, the rise in Carbon dioxide is quite small. 

- erik, orkney, 03/3/2010 15:12 
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@ Michael Leondiou "this image is exactly the same one as on my iphone, this means that it is at least 2 years old"  
 
Funny that you know how to write, but can't read. The article says the images were taken in 2001. 

- Stone, Roswell (not the one in New Mexico, the one in Georgia), 03/3/2010 15:03 

Click to rate     Rating   5  

Report abuse 
If you look closely, you can actually see Obama's ears! 

- Mike Gabel, Westfield, NJ, USA, 03/3/2010 14:53 
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