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Mr. Acosta said the calls and meetings with Goddard press officers 
were not to introduce restrictions, but to review existing rules. He said 
Dr. Hansen had continued to speak frequently with the news media. 

But Dr. Hansen and some of his 
colleagues said interviews were 
canceled as a result.  

In one call, George Deutsch, a recently appointed public 
affairs officer at NASA headquarters, rejected a request 
from a producer at National Public Radio to interview Dr. 
Hansen, said Leslie McCarthy, a public affairs officer 
responsible for the Goddard Institute.  

Citing handwritten notes taken during the conversation, 
Ms. McCarthy said Mr. Deutsch called N.P.R. "the most 
liberal" media outlet in the country. She said that in that 
call and others, Mr. Deutsch said his job was "to make the 
president look good" and that as a White House appointee 
that might be Mr. Deutsch's priority.  

But she added: "I'm a career civil servant and Jim Hansen 
is a scientist. That's not our job. That's not our mission. 
The inference was that Hansen was disloyal." 

Normally, Ms. McCarthy would not be free to describe 
such conversations to the news media, but she agreed to 
an interview after Mr. Acosta, at NASA headquarters, told 
The Times that she would not face any retribution for 
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doing so. 

Mr. Acosta, Mr. Deutsch's supervisor, said that when Mr. 
Deutsch was asked about the conversations, he flatly denied 
saying anything of the sort. Mr. Deutsch referred all 
interview requests to Mr. Acosta. 

Ms. McCarthy, when told of the response, said: "Why am I 
going to go out of my way to make this up and back up Jim 
Hansen? I don't have a dog in this race. And what does 
Hansen have to gain?"  

Mr. Acosta said that for the moment he had no way of 
judging who was telling the truth. Several colleagues of 
both Ms. McCarthy and Dr. Hansen said Ms. McCarthy's 
statements were consistent with what she told them when 
the conversations occurred.  

"He's not trying to create a war over this," said Larry D. Travis, an astronomer who is Dr. 
Hansen's deputy at Goddard, "but really feels very strongly that this is an obligation we 
have as federal scientists, to inform the public." 

Dr. Travis said he walked into Ms. McCarthy's office in mid-December at the end of one 
of the calls from Mr. Deutsch demanding that Dr. Hansen be better controlled.  

In an interview on Friday, Ralph J. Cicerone, an atmospheric chemist and the president of 
the National Academy of Sciences, the nation's leading independent scientific body, 
praised Dr. Hansen's scientific contributions and said he had always seemed to describe his 
public statements clearly as his personal views. 

"He really is one of the most productive and creative scientists in the world," Dr. Cicerone 
said. "I've heard Hansen speak many times and I've read many of his papers, starting in the 
late 70's. Every single time, in writing or when I've heard him speak, he's always clear that 
he's speaking for himself, not for NASA or the administration, whichever administration 
it's been." 

The fight between Dr. Hansen and administration officials echoes other recent disputes. At 
climate laboratories of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, for 
example, many scientists who routinely took calls from reporters five years ago can now 
do so only if the interview is approved by administration officials in Washington, and then 
only if a public affairs officer is present or on the phone. 

Where scientists' points of view on climate policy align with those of the administration, 
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however, there are few signs of restrictions on extracurricular lectures or writing.  

One example is Indur M. Goklany, assistant director of science and technology policy in 
the policy office of the Interior Department. For years, Dr. Goklany, an electrical engineer 
by training, has written in papers and books that it may be better not to force cuts in 
greenhouse gases because the added prosperity from unfettered economic activity would 
allow countries to exploit benefits of warming and adapt to problems.  

In an e-mail exchange on Friday, Dr. Goklany said that in the Clinton administration he 
was shifted to nonclimate-related work, but added that he had never had to stop his outside 
writing, as long as he identified the views as his own.  

"One reason why I still continue to do the extracurricular stuff," he wrote, "is because one 
doesn't have to get clearance for what I plan on saying or writing." 
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