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If an increase in sea Advertisement
surface temperatures
occurs along the coast,
Sloan said, there could
likely be a reduction in fog,
and there would be too
little moisture to support
the redwoods. In turn,
animals that thrive around
these trees, such as the
banana slugs, would feel
the effects.

"All this stuff you wouldn't
think at first glance is
connected really is," she
said.

The researchers used global and regional climate models to project what
California's climate may be like in the final decade of the 21st century. If
changes are not made for ongoing emissions of greenhouse gases, they
predict, various species are likely to shift because of climate change.

Valley oak grows on deeper soils along rivers and streams, particularly in
the Central Valley. Blue oak is found in Santa Clara and Salinas Valley.
Both species are sensitive to temperature and rainfall, and don't occur
naturally outside the state.
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Tim Hyland, environmental scientist with the State Parks department, said Sal
the study is certainly a concern, not only for oak species but for the entire TV
ecosystem.

"All Californians are affected by the degradation of natural communities,"
he said.

Contact Soraya Gutierrez at sgutierrez@santacruzsentinel.com.
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