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A tough nut to crack: Where are the

acorns?

By Scott Kraus | Of The Morning Call
December 3, 2008

With acorns in short supply in Pennsylvania this year, squirrels are forced to find
other food. (Douglas Kilpatrick, Allentown Morning Call / September 15, 2008)

Forget the blind ones. Even squirrels with 20-20 vision will have trouble finding a nut in

some parts of Pennsylvania this year.

White and red oaks -- two of the state's dominant forest species -- just aren't producing

acorns the way they usually do.

It's a phenomenon that's been seen throughout the Mid-Atlantic, as naturalists in Virginia,
Maryland and Delaware have also seen a decline in the number of acorns dropping from

oak trees this fall.

There are plenty of theories but no consensus on the cause.
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http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-al-5acorn.6692977dec03,0,5706131.story

But before you add "acorn
disappearance" to bee colony
collapse on your list of signs of the
apocalypse, take some advice from
Tina Alban, who runs the
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources' state nursery in
Spring Mills, Centre County.

"I don't worry about stuff like this,"
Alban said. "This happened to us
five years ago, when there just
weren't any acorns. We were a little
worried about it, but next year, they
were back."

Oak trees go through natural acorn
fluctuations. Alban said that if she
were forced to guess, she would say
acorn production across
Pennsylvania has dipped about 60
percent, based on the seeds the
state collects each year to grow
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The Pennsylvania Game Commission blames gypsy moths.

Here's what Berks County forester Dave Henry put in his October forestry report: "So far,
I have only found acorns from black oak and scarlet oak. Other oak species do not
appear to have [acorns]. A this forest pest has stressed my trees."

Squirrels quickly snap up what acorns do fall, Alban said.

"We have some large trees around here that we traditionally collected [acorns] from,
there just wasn't anything to collect his year," she said. "The squirrels were sitting at the
base of the tree waiting."

scott.kraus@mecall.com
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